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FOREWORD 

In  November  of  1936  a  project  was  started  under  the  direction  of 
W.  Lloyd  Warner  of  the  University  of  Chicago,  and  Horace  R.  Cayton  of  the 
Work  Project:  Administration,  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  cultural  and 
social  factors  surrounding  the  problems  of  juvenile  delinquency  in  the 
Neg.ro  community  in  Chicago.  This  study  was  financed  and  eonoletely  staffed 
through  the  '  ork  Projects  Administration,  District  3,  Chicago,  Illinois, 
and  was  sponsored  b  the  Institute  for  Juvenile  Research.  After  the  pro- 
ject had  been  carried  on  for  some  months  it  was  decided  ..hat  the  situation 
presented  an  excellent  opportunity  to  make  an  exhaustive  study  of  a  modern 
community,  and  a  series  ;>f  research  projects  dealing  with  various  phases  of 
the  community  life  was  subsequently  inaugurated. 

The  present  report  is  concerned  with  one  aspect  of  the  community: 
the  occupational  chanr.es  of  the  Ha?  ro  population  over  the  forty  year  period 
from  1890  to  1930.  It  was  written  by  Sstelle  Hill  Scott,  and  edited  by 
Mary  Elaine  Ogden. 

Many  persons  and  organizations  in  the  community  cooperated  to  make 
this  study  possible.  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  0-ood  Shepherd  Church, 
and  its  pastor,  Rev.  Harold  M,  Kingsley,  made  specific  contributions  to  the 
study;  and  the  Citizens  Committee  For  Reemployment  made  possible  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  roject  by  liberally  aiding  the  sponsor  when  it  was 
thought  the  study  Could  not  be  completed .  Fro; .  i03?  W»  Lloyd  Warner, 
Professor  Earl  Johnson,  Dr.  Louis  VVirth,  Dr.  Robert  E.  Park,  Dr.  Charles  3. 
Johnson,  and  Ilr.  Leland  C.  Devinney  gave  unstintingly  of  their  time  in 


advising     us   and      guiding   us      in   the   many  problems      which   arose     during  the 
course   of   this   study. 

We  are  particularly  indebted  to  Dr.  Paul  L.  Shroeder,  Director  of 
the  Institute  for  Juvenile  hesearch,  which  sponsored  the  project  and  to  the 
following  officials   of  District   3  of  the  Uork  Projects  Administration. 

Mr.  Jtanle;  McKay  and  Mr,  Frank  J.  Morris,  who  aided  us  in  planning 
the  projects;  Dr.  Ferris  Laune,  i'-.'ho  gave  us  valuable  criticisms  and  sugges- 
tions, and  v;ho  directed  the  >  rgani^ation  of  the  study;  and  Mrs.  Amelia 
Baker,  Mr.  Frank  J.  Morris,  [vlr.  Janes  Ho  ran,  and  Mr.  Melvin  Dollar,  who, 
over  a  period  of  time,    coo  er<    ed  with  us    in  a      Lnj  the  study. 

e  R.   Cavton. 
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Managers,  and  Officials  by  Nativity,  Race,  and  Sex:  1900." 
should  read  "Proprietors,  Managers,  and  Officials  By  Nativity, 
Race,  and  Sex:   1900." 

There  is  no  page  169,   nor  page  171,   because   of  condensation  of 
material. 
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PREFACE 

The  purpose  of  this  study  has  been  to  group  the  census  data  on  oc- 
cupations for  the  years  1890,  1900,  1910,  1920,  and  1930  into  social-eco- 
nomic classes  so  that  shifts  and  trends  in  Negro  occupations  might  be  ob- 
served and  compared  with  shifts  and  trends  for  the  entire  population  of  the 
city.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  study  to  go  into  any  of  the  causative 
factors  in  the  organization  of  the  occupations  structure,  except  in  some 
instances  to  mention  a  few  of  the  most  active  factors  tending  to  maintain  a 
fixed  occupational  level  for  Negroes,  and  some  of  the  forces  which  have 
operated  to  destroy  the  rigid  lines  upon  which  that  level  was  fixed  and 
have  allowed  it  to  become  flexible  to  a  degree. 

Long,  detailed  tables  are  presented  so  that  the  study  might  serve 
as  a  source  book  of  information  for  those  persons  who  are  studying  the  or- 
ganization of  the  occupational  structure  from  any  one  of  its  many  angles. 

The  basic  information  in  the  study  was  compiled  from  the  decennial 
reports  of  the  occupational  census  of  all  persons  10  years  of  age  and  over 
in  Chicago,  published  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  beginning  with  the  year 
1890.   The  interview  material  used  was  collected  on  7. P. A.  project  3403. 

The  actual  work  of  drawing  the  tables  into  form  after  the  coding 
was  finished,  was  done  by  a  staff  of  workers  under  the  direction  of  Miss 
Juanita  Simpson.   Mr.  Sylvanus  Tyler,  assisted  by  Mr.  Dorsey  Morgan  and 
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Alexander  Scott,  was  responsible  for  checking  the  tables.  The  laborious 
job  of  typing  the  tables  was  ably  handled  by  Mrs.  Lucy  Jones  and  Mrs.  Caro 
Jones.  All  graphs  and  charts  were  made  by  Mr.  Lawrence  Langford. 

Estelle  Hill  Scott 


CHAPTER  I 


THE  POSITION  OF  THE  ICGRO  IN  THE  AMERICAN 
OCCUPATIONAL  STRUCTURE 


The  position  assigned  to  the  Negro  in  the  American  occupational 
structure  gives  to  him  the  jobs  which  are  lowest  paid  and  least  desirable 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  worker.  During  the  period  of  enslavement, 
all  of  the  domestic  duties  and  farm  labors  were  performed  by  the  unpaid, 
enslaved  Negro  worker.  'Tilth  the  abolition  of  slavery  the  Negro  gui ned  the 
right  to  a  wage  for  his  labor,  but  he  did  not  gain  the  right  to  choose  the 
work  he  most  desired.  As  late  as  1930,  25  per  cent  of  all  Negro  workers  in 
the  United  States  were  servants,  and  20  per  cent  more  were  farm  laborers. 
The  unskilled  Negro  workers,  including  servants  and  all  types  of  laborers, 
constituted  67  per  cent  of  the  Negro  workers.  Nine  per  cent  were  semi- 
skilled workers,  and  24  per  cent  were  either  skilled  workers,  proprietors, 
or  professional  person-s.  These  figures  stand  in  striking  contrast  to  the 
distribution  of  the  foreign  born  hite  and  native  white  groups.  Servants 
were  only  8  per  cent  of  the  foreign  born  white  population  and  4  per  cent  of 
the  native  whites.  Farm  laborers  were  3  per  cent  of  the  foreign  born  and  8 
per  cent  of  the  native  white  group.  The  entire  unskilled  group  was  only  29 
per  cent  of  the  former  and  22  per  cent  of  the  latter.  Foreign  born  white 
were  22  per  cent  semi-skilled  workers,  and  native  whites  17  per  cent.  The 
skilled,  proprietary,  and  professional  groups  included  49  per  cent  of  the 
foreign  born  workers  and  61  per  cent  of  the  native  white  workers. 


-4- 


Small  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  occupational  position  of  the 
Negro  worker.  In  191C,  73  per  cent  of  the  Negro  workers  were  unskilled 
compared  with  67  per  cent  in  1930.  The  basic  pattern,  nevertheless,  has 
remained  the  same. 

The  organization  of  the  American  occupational  hierarchy  is  designed 
to  keep  the  Negro  on  the  bottcm  of  the  ladder.  America,  although  renowned 
for  its  tolerance,  does  not  attempt  to  equalize  opportunities  for  all 
groups.  It  remains  a  land  of  wide  divisions  and  intense  discriminations. 
Racial  attitudes  determine  the  treatment  given  to  millions  of  citizens,  and 
everywhere  these  attitudes  interfere  with  the  opportunities  of  these  citi- 
zens to  earn  a  living. 

As  long  as  the  Negro  remained  almost  wholly  within  the  southern 
states,  there  was  little  chance  of  his  rising  in  the  occupational  hier- 
archy. He  was  destined  forever  to  be,  in  the  main,  the  drudgery  worker,  on 
whom  the  white  skilled  craftsmen,  clerical,  and  professional  groups  could 
build  their  differentiated  occupational  structure.  Certain  traditional 
types  of  employment  belonged  to  the  Negro  and  he  could  have  those  unmo- 
lested, but  he  could  not  aspire  to  the  higher  positions,  which  were  the 
province  of  whites  only. 

Prior  to  1915  the  position  of  the  Negro  in  the  northern  cities  was 
not  much  different  from  what  it  was  in  the  South.  The  instances  of  escape 
from  the  rigor  of  segregated  occupations  were  probably  greater  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  Negroes,  than  was  true  of  the  South,  but  the  actual 
number  of  cases  was  even  smaller. 

The  northward  migration  of  Negroes  in  large  numbers  materially  af- 
fected this  condition.   The  greatly  reduced  flow  of  immigrants  from  Europe 
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at  a  time  when  more  labor  was  needed  to  carry  on  increased  industrial  acti- 
vity due  to  the  war  boom,  resulted  in  the  attraction  of  large  numbers  of 
Negroes  to  the  northern  industrial  centers.  The  need  for  labor  opened 
fields  of  employment  to  the  Negro  from  which  he  had  hitherto  been  barred 
because  white   labor  was  available   to  fill  all    of  the   needs. 

During  the  war  and  in  the  post-war  boom  of  1919  and  1920,  the  Negro 
was  able  to  push  up  in  the  occupational  scale  and  to  expand  greatly  the 
fields   of   employment    in  which  he    could   earn  a   livelihood. 

Labor  disputes  offered  another  means  of  entry  in  certain  indus- 
tries. Negroes,  not  permitted  in  most  instances  to  join  the  unions,  became 
strike-breakers  and  wedged  their  way  into  occupations  which  were  otheraise 
closed  to  them. 

The  effect  of  the  widened  occupational  field  for  the  Negro  worker 
in  the  northern  cities  was  an  increase  in  the  proportion  of  semi-skilled 
arid  skilled  workers.  In  Chicago  the  proportion  of  semi-skilled  workers  in- 
creased from  13  per  cent  in  1910  to  £1  per  cent  in  1930,  and  skilled  work- 
ers from  4  per  cent  to  6  per  cent.  Semi-skilled  workers  in  New  York  in 
1930  represented  23  per  cent  of  the  Negro  gainful  workers,  in  Detroit  they 
were  17  per  cent,  and  in  Philadelphia  18  per  cent,  compared  with  5  per  cent 
for  the  whole  United  States.  Skilled  workers  were  5  per  cent  in  New  York, 
8  per  cent  in  Detroit  and  6  per  cent  in  Philadelphia,  compared  with  2  per 
cent   for  the   country  as  a  whole. 

As  long  as  industrial  conditions  were  good  the  Negro  was  able  to 
retain  the  position  he  had  won,  but  the  collapse  of  the  industrial  machi- 
nery in  1929  and  1930  pushed  large  numbers  of  Negroes  out  of  the  positions 
they     hud     acquired     during     the   labor     shortage      of  the   war     and      post-war 
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periods.   The  census  of  1940  will  undoubtedly  show  a  reversal  of  some  of 
the  gains  made  in  the  years  between  1915  and  1929. 

Negro  women  have  even  greater  difficulty  than  the  men  in  rising  to 
higher  occupational  levels.  In  1910,  88  per  cent  of  the  Negro  female  gain- 
ful workers  in  the  United  States  were  unskilled  °,  in  1930  the  proportion  had 
been  reduced  only  to  81  per  cent.  Semi-skilled  workers  increased  from  5 
per  cent  in  1910  to  10  per  cent  in  1930,  The  migration  to  northern  cities 
opened  new  avenues  of  employment  for  Negro  women.  The  increase  in  the  pro- 
portion of  semi-skilled  workers  was  an  outgrowth  of  the  migration  as  was 
the  increase  in  the  proportion  of  women  clerical  workers  from  .3  of  one  per 
cent  in  1910  to  1.1  per  cent  in  1930. 


CHAPTER  II 


GAINFUL  WORKERS  189 0-1934 


Only  1.3  per  cant  of  the  1890  population  of  Chicago  was  Negro;  by 
1930,  the  proportion  had  increased  to  6.9.  The  growing  parcontago  of  No- 
groes  rosultad  in  a  larger  percentage  of  Negro  potential  gainful  workers 
(persons  ton  years  of  age  and  over).  A  comparison  of  the  percentages  in 
Tables  1  and  2  sho7/s  that  for  each  decade  Negroes  have  had  a  slightly  high- 
er percentage  of  persons  ten  years  of  ago  and  over  than  they  had  in  the  to- 
tal population. 

Table  1 

TOTAL  AND  NEGRO  POPULATION  WITH  PER  CENT  NEGRO 
1590  THROUGH  1930 


1890        1900        1910        1920        1930 

Total  1,099,850   1,698,575    2,185,283   2,701,705    3,376,438 

Negro  14,271      30,150       44,103     109,458      233,903 

Per  Cent  Nogro        1.3        1.8         2.0        4.1         6.9 

The  percentage  that  Negro  gainful  workers  represented  of  the  total 
gainful  workers  was  higher  at  each  period  than  either  the  proportion  of  No- 
groes  in  the  total  population  or  the  proportion  of  potential  Nogro  workers 
to  all  potential  workers.  This  is  shown  by  a  comparison  of  the  percentages 
in  Tables  1,  2,  and  3.   In  1890,  whan  Negroes  constituted  1.3  por  cent  of 


the  population,  and  1.5  per  cent  of  all  persons  ten  year3  of  age  and  over, 
they  were  2  per  cent  of  all  gainful  v7orkers. 

Table  2 

TOTAL  MID  NEGRO  POPULATION  TEN  YEARS  OF  ACS  AND  OVER 
WITH  PER  CENT  NEGRO:   1890  THROUGH  1930 


1690        1900        1910        1920        1930 


Total  842,421   1,320,825    1,770,222   2,171,021   2,846,622 

Negro  12,695a     27,003       39,484      96,961     199,233 

Per  Cent  Negro        1.5         2.0         2.2        4.5        7.0 


Original  figures  included  Chinese,  Japanese,  and  civilized  Indians 
(581).  Bulletin  No.  8,  Negroes  in  the  United  States,  states  that  no  tabu- 
lations were  made  by  age  groups  for  Negroes  alone.  The  figures  given  here 
for  1890  represent  the  estimated  number  of  Negroes  10  years  of  age  and  ov- 
er, assuming  that  the  ratio  of  Negroes  10  ye:*rs  of  age  and  over  to  the  tot- 
al of  Negroes,  Chinese,  Japanese,  -and  Indians  10  years  of  age  and  over,  is 
the  same  as  that  for  all  ages  (96.1  par  cent). 


Table  3 

TOTAL  AND  N2GR0  GAINFUL  WORKERS  TEN  YEARS  OF  AGE  AND 

OVER  v/iTH  PER  CENT  NEGRO:   1890  THROUGH  1930 


1390        1900        1910        1920        1930 

Total  458,313     705,382      996,539   1,231,434   1,558,858 

Negro  8,971      17,926       27,317      65,878     129,467 

Per  Cant  Negro        2.0        2.5         2.7         5.3         8.3 

In  1930,  when  Negroes  ware  6.9  per  cent  of  the  population  and  7  per  cent  of 

all  parsons  ton  years  of  aga  and  over,  thay  ware  8.3  par  cant  of  all  gain- 
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ful  workers.  From  1690  through  1910  Negro  gainful  workers  maintained  an 
excess  of  .5  of  1  per  cant  over  their  proportion  of  all  persons  ten  years 
of  age  and  cvjt^  but  with  the  advent  of  the  migration  of  Negroes  from  the 
South  the  excess  rose  in  1920  to  .8  of  1  per  cent,  and  by  1930  it  was  1.3 
per  cent . 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  census  figures  on  occupations  do  not 
mean  employment.  The  census  records  the  usual  occupation  of  a  person  even 
though  he  be  temporarily  unemployed  at  the  time  the  census  is  taken. 

The  excess  of  gainful  employees  among  Negro  males  over  all  nulas 
has  not  been  as  great  as  that  of  Negro  females  over  all  females.  A  compar- 
ison of  the  percentages  shown  in  Tables  4  and  5  show  that  in  1890  Negro 
males  represented  .2  of  1  per  cant  more  among  gainful  workers  than  they  did 
in  the  population  ten  years  of  age  and  over.  In  1900  the  excess  foil  to  .1 
of  1  per  cent,  r.nd  it  rose  again  in  1910  to  .2  of  1  per  cent.  The  great 
migration  of  Negroes  from  the  South  fro:n  1915  to  1925  sent  the  percentage 
up  to  .4  of  1  per  cent  in  excess,  and  in  1930  to  .6  of  1  per  cent. 

Tablo  4 

TOTAL  AND   NEGRO  MALES   T3>.   YEARS   OF  AGE  AND   0V3R 
WITH  PER  CENT  NEGRO l      1890  THROUGH  1930 

1890  1900  1910  1920  1930 

916,693        1,102,656        1,442,729 

20,434      49,811      98,415 

2.2        4.5         6.8 


Total 

433,815 

674,594 

Negro 

7,378a 

14,535 

Per  Cent  Negro 

1.7 

2.2 

"See  footnote  a,  Table  2. 
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Table  5 


TOTAL  AND  NEGRO  MALES  TEN  YE.-1RS  OF  ^.GE  AND  OVER  GAINFULLY  EMPLOYED, 
WITH  PER  CENT  NEGRO:  1890  THROUGH  1930 


Total 

370,225 

555,515 

759,778 

Negro 

7,025 

13,005 

18,437 

Por  Cent  N9gro 

1.9 

2.3 

2.4 

1890        1900        1910        1920        1930 

919,899   1,152,108 

45,123      85,046 

4.9         7.4 

Comparing  the  percentages  in  Tables  6  and  7,  we  note  that  the  ox- 
C35S  of  the,  proportion  of  Negro  females  gainfully  employed  to  all  females 
gainfully  employed,  over  the  proportion  of  Negro  women  ton  years  of  age  and 
over  to  all  woman  ton  years  of  age  and  over  was  considerably  greater  than 
that  for  male  workers.  The  excess  for  women  rose  constantly  from  .9  of  1 
per  cent  in  1390  to  1.4  per  cent  in  1900,  to  1.5  pjr  cent  in  1910,  2.3  per 
cent  in  1920,  and  3.7  per  cent  in  1930.  Negro  women  enter  gainful  occupa- 
tions to  a  larger  extent  than  women  of  other  racial  groups  in  order  to  sup- 


Table  6 

T0T*tL  AND  NEGRO  FEMALES   TEN  YEARS   OF  -iGE  AND   OVER: 
1890  THROUGH  1930 


1890  1900  1910  1920  1930 


Total  403,606  646,231  853,529        1,068,365        1,403,893 

Negro  5,317a  12,468  19,050  47,150  100,818 

Per  Cent  Negro  1.3  1.9  2.2  4.4  7.2 


See   footnote  a,   Table   2. 


Total 

88,088 

149,867 

Nogro 

1,345 

4, -3  21 

Per  Cant  No 

gro 

2.2 

3.3 
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plement  the  low  incomes  of  a  large  percentage  of  the  Negro  man,  as  will  bo 
seen  in  tha  comparison  of  job  lavols  of  Nogroas  and  whites  in  subsequent 
pages. 

Table  7 

TOTAL  AND  NEGRO  FEMALES   TEN  YEARS   OF  AGE  AND   OVER  GAINFULLY  EMPLOYED, 
WITH  PER  CENT  NEGRO:      1890  THROUGH  1930 

1890  1300  1310  1920  1930 


236,811  311,535  406,750 

8,880  20,755  44,421 

3.7  6.7  10.9 


Table  8  gives  tha  number  of  males  and  females  ton  years  of  ago  and 
over  in  tha  total  population  of  the  city;  Table  9  gives  the  number  of  gain- 
ful workers  by  sax?  and  Table  10  shews  the  percentage  of  gainful  workers 
for  each  sex.  These  figures  bear  striking  contrast  to  those  for  the  Negro 
population  as  shown  in  Tables  11,  12,  and  13.  A  much  larger  percentage  of 
Negroes  of  both  sexes  were  gainful  workers  in  each  decade. 

There  were  14,271  Negroes  in  Chicago  in  1830,  of  whom  approximately 
12,695  were  tan  years  of  age  and  over.  Those  ten  years  of  ago  and  over  in- 
cluded 7,378  males  and  5,317  females.  Of  those  ten  years  of  age  and  over, 
8,971  were  gainfully  employed;  cf  these,  7,025  were  male  and  1,946  fomalo. 
Thus,  70.7  per  cent  of  all  Negroes  ten  years  of  age  and  over  in  Chicago  in 
1890  were  gainfully  employed.  In  1330,  there  were  233,903  Negroes  in  Chi- 
cago, 133,233  of  whom  were  ten  years  of  ago  and  over.  Those  were  divided 
into  98,415  males  and  100,318  females.  Of  those  ten  years  of  ago  and  over, 
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129,467  "were  gainfully  employed;  85,045  were  males  and  44,421  females. 
Thus,  we  see  in  forty  years  an  increc.se  of  the  total  llegro  population  of 
1,469  per  cent;  and  an  increase  in  the  gainfully  employed  ten  years  of  age 
and  over  of  1,343  per  cent.  In  forty /years  120,496  Negroes  had  entered  the 
ranks  of  the  gainfully  employed  and  v/ere  competing  for  jobs  with  the  total 
gainfully  employed  population* 

Table  8 

TOTAL  POPULATION  TEN  YEaRS  OF  AGE  AND  OVER  BY 
SSXs  1890  THROUGH  1930 


Total 

Male 

Femalo 


1390 


1900 


1910 


1920 


1930 


842,421  1,320,825  1,770,222  2,171,021  2,346,622 
438,815  574,594  916,693  1,102,656  1,442,729 
403,605     646,231      853,529   1,068,365   1,403,893 


TOTAL  GAINFUL  '.YORKERS  7E::  YS/iRS  OF  AGS  AND  OVER 
BY  SEXl   1890  THROUGH  1930 


1390 


1900 


1910 


1920 


1930 


Total 

Male 

Female 


458,313     705,382      996,539   1,231,434   1,558,858 

370,225     555,515      759,778     919,899   1,152,108 

33,038     149,367      236,311     311,535     406,750 
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Table  10 

PER  CENT  TOTAL  POPULATION  TEN  YEARS  OF  AGE  ^IID  OVER 
GAINFULLY  EMPLOYED,  BY  SEX:   1890  THROUGH  1930" 


1850 


1900 


1910 


1920 


1930 


Total 
Male 

Female 


54  o4 

53.4 

56.3 

56.7 

54.8 

43.9 

42.1 

42.9 

42.4 

40.5 

10.5 

11.3 

13.4 

14.3 

14.3 

Based  on  Figures  in  Tables  12  and  13, 


Total 

Male 
Female 


Table  11 
NEGROES  TEy,   Y3ARS  OF  AGS  AND  OVER  3Y  SEX:   1390  THROUGH  1930a 


13  30 


1900 


1310 


1920 


1930 


12,695b 

27,003 

39  ,434 

96  ,961 

13  3,233 

7,378b 

14,535 

20 ,434 

49,311 

98,415 

5,317b 

12 ,468 

19,050 

47,150 

100,313 

aUnknovm  ages  included  in  10  years  and  over. 
bSee  footnote  a,  Table  2. 

Table  12 

NEGROES  TEN  YSARS  OF  AGS  AND  OVER  GAINFULLY  EMPLOYED  BY 
SEX:   1890  THROUGH  1930 


1390 


1390 


1910 


1920 


1330 


Total 

Male 

Female 


3,971 

17,926 

27,317 

65  ,873 

129,467 

7,025 

13,005 

18 ,437 

45,123 

85,046 

1,946 

4,921 

8,800 

20,755 

44,421 
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From  Table  13  we  see  thai  the  per  cent  of  the  Negro  population  ten 
years  of  age  and  over  who  were  gainful  workers,  decreased  from  71  to  65  in 
the  forty  year  period.  The  decrease  was  due  to  the  decrease  of  male  gain- 
ful workers.  The  proportion  for  Negro  women  has  increased.  Women  occupy  a 
place  of  great  significance  among  gainfully  occupied  Negroes.  This  impor- 
tance has  increased  as  the  population  has  increased.  In  1390,  women  wore 
21.7  per  cent  of  the  gainfully  occupied  Negroes  5  in  1930,  they  woro  34.3 
per  cent.  Likewise  the  proportion  of  gainfully  omployed  Negro  femalos  ton 
years  of  age  and  over  has  increased  with  the  increasing  population.  In 
1890,  36.6  per  cent  were  gainfully  employed;  in  1930,  tho  percentage  had 
increased  to  44.1.  (See  Table  13).  Negro  women  have  always  been  omployed 
in  larger  numbers  than  women  in  the  total  population.  Women,  in  the  total 
population,  formed  over  19 .a  per  cent  of  the  gainful  workers  in  1890|  and, 
forty  years  later,  woman  constituted  26.1  per  cent  of  the  gainfully  employ- 
ed. 

Table  13 

PER  CENT  NEGRO  POPULATION  TEN  YKiR3  OF  ACE  AND  OVER 
GAINFULLY  EMPLOYED,  BY  3EX:  1890  THROUGH  1930 


1390 

1900 

1910 

1920 

1930 

Total 

70.7 

66.4 

59.2 

67.9 

65.0 

Mile 

95.2 

89.5 

90.2 

90.6 

06.4 

Female 

36.6 

39.5 

46.6 

44.0 

44.1 

Table  14  shows  the  proportion  that  women  formed  of  the  total  work- 
ing force  from  1390  through  1930  for  Negroes  and  for  the  total  population. 
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Tabla  14 


per  CENT  gainful  workers  './ho  fere  females 

FOR  THE  TOTaL  POPUL.iT! ON  AND  FOR  NEGROES:  1390  THROUGH  1930 


1890        1900        1910        1920        1930 


All  classes         19.2       21.2        23.8       25.3       26.1 
Negro  21o7        27.5        32.5        31.5        34.3 


Figure  1  gives  a  graphic  representation  of  these  percentages.  Note  the  in- 
creased distance  between  the  lines  in  each  succeeding  decade.  The  dip  at 
1920  might  possibly  be  due  to  the  under-enumeration  of  Negroes  in  the  1920 
census  of  population.  At  any  rate,  by  1930,  the  percentage  had  again  risen 
above  the  1910  figure. 

The  importance  of  the  Negro  woman  in  the  total  female  working  force 
also  has  increased  greatly  since  1390.  In  1890,  Negro  females  represented 
2.2  per  cent  of  all  gainfully  employed  females;  in  1930,  they  roprasantod 
10.9  par  cant.  Tablo  7  shows  that  the  greatest  increase  occurred  during 
the  decades  in  which  the  groat  migration  took  place,  1910  to  1920,  and  1920 
to  1930. 

Diversification  of  Occupations 
In  1890,  Negroes  occupied  certain  domestic  and  parsonal  service 
jobs  which  were  theirs  by  tradition.  With  the  tremendous  increase  in  popu- 
lation has  coma  a  change  in  the  type  of  jobs  hold  by  Negroes.  Tho  total 
population  of  Chicago  increased  207  par  cant  between  1890  and  1930  in  con- 
trast to  the  great  increase  noted  for  the  Negro  papulation.  Tho  increase 
in  number  of  Negroes  was  too  great  to  expect  that  they  would  continuo  to 
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FIOURE  1 

Per  Gent  Total  and  Negro  Women  GrSinf'ully  Employed, 
1890-1930 
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occupy  only  the  traditional  jobs.  Furthermore,  the  groat  migration  from 
1915  to  1^25  was  duo  to  tha  demand  for  Nogroos  in  industrial  jobs.  With 
tho  advont  of  an  industrial  and  laboring  mass,  there  v;as  tho  opportunity 
for  a  professional  class  to  furnish  tho  needed  medical,  dental,  and  legal 
services.  Thus,  the  position  of  the  Negro  in  the  occupational  hierarchy 
has  changed  radically. 

A  thorough  examination  of  the  United  States  census  reports  gives  a 
vivid  picture  of  just  what  the  changes  have  been.  A  summary  of  tho  noro 
striking  f^cts  will  serve  to  outline  tho  extent  of  the  change  in  tho  Ne- 
gro's position  as  a  worker. 

The  104  professional  persons  among  the  Nogro  population  in  1890  re- 
presented 1.2  per  cent  of  all  gainful  Negro  workers;  in  1930,  the  3,457 
professional  persons  constituted  2.7  per  cent.  On  the  other  end  of  the 
hierarchial  grouping j  the  5,922  unskilled  laborers  and  domestic  servants  in 
1390  were  65.9  per  cant  of  the  gainful  workers \  in  1930,  the  76,761  un- 
skilled _nd  domestic  workers  were  59.3  pjr  cent  of  all  Negro  workers.  Do- 
mestic sorvice  dominated  tha  occupational  field  for  Negroes  in  1390,  claim- 
ing 77.1  per  cent  of  ail  women,  and  47.3  per  cent  of  all  aon.  By  1930,  the 
proportions  had  decreased  to  55.5  per  cent  for  females,  and  24.7  per  cent 
for  males. 

On  tha  surface,  the  occupational  changes  might  not  appear  as  marked 
as  they  really  are,  considering  tho  migrant  character  of  tho  population 
sinco  1D14.  .».  r.i^r^nt  group  enters  tho  economic  structure  at  its  lowest 
point.  „*.s  the  group  becomes  adjusted  to  northern  urban  life,  it  rises  in 
the  economic  scale  and  leaves  the  lowest  positions  to  new  immigrant  groups. 
Migrant  Negroes  always  anter  tho  structure  at  the  lewost  level,  but  very 
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often  they  are  not  permitted  to  rise  very  high.  Negroes  in  Chicago  have 
managed  to  make  some  advances,  and  to  penetrate  upward  in  the  occupational 
ladder  to  some  extent. 

In  the  last  decade  of  the  nineteenth  century,  Negroes  were  dependent 
upon  the  total  population  for  most  of  their  job  opportunities.  Domestic  and 
personal  services  ware  performed  almost  entirely  for  whites.  Negroes  form- 
ed, to  a  largo  extent,  a  caste-like  group  on  the  bottom  of  the  economic 
scale,  performing  the  most  menial  and  unskilled  duties. 

Negroes  have  today  penetrated  the  social  hierarchy  beyond  the  lowest 
levels,  and  entered  fields  in  which  they  previously  had  little  showing. 
While  they  have  been  restricted  in  their  free  movement  upward,  thoy  have 
been  able  to  gain  positions  in  some  of  the  higher  occupational  classifica- 
tions. The  percentage  of  women  employed  in  clerical  occupations  has  inc- 
reased from  .9  of  1  per  cent  in  1890  to  5.2  per  cent  in  1930.  For  males, 
the  increase  was  from  2.2  per  cent  in  1890  to  7.3  per  cent  in  1930.  In  pro- 
fessional fields,  males  increased  from  1  per  cent  in  1890  to  2.5  per  cent  in 
1930,  and  females,  from  1.7  per  cent  to  2.9  per  cent.  These  figuros  givo  a 
f ow  indications  as  to  what  has  been  happening  to  Negroes  in  a  sphere  in 
which  competition  with  whites  is  very  keen  —  competition  for  jobs. 

Although  there  have  always  been  a  few  Negro  professional  men  in  Chi- 
cago, the  rise  of  the  professional  class  has  taken  placo  since  the  migrat- 
ion. The  masses  of  Negroes  formed  a  large  enough  group  to  support  a  pro- 
fessional class.  Professional  mon  took  advantage  of  the  incroasod  needs  of 
a  migrant  people  in  an  urb_ai  center  and  moved  to  Chicago.  The  segregation 
of  the  Negro  community  furnished  easy  access  to  a  needy  cliontole. 

Since  1890,  42,475  Negro  women  have  entered  the  field  of  the  gain- 
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fully  employod.  With  the  increase  in  numbers  has  como  an  increaso  in  the 
diversification  of  tho  jobs  held  by  Negro  woman.  Tho  riso  of  a  malo  pro- 
fossional  group  has  created  a  nood  for  clerical  helpj  Nogro  women  havo  boon 
preparing  themselves  for  clorical  and  semi-professional  positions  in  inc- 
reased numbers. 

The  movement  of  Negroes  to  Chicago  from  1890  to  1910,  while  twice 
as  great  as  that  for  tho  rest  of  the  population,  did  not  assume  nearly  the 
proportion  of  -.'.normality  in  city  growth  as  was  true  of  tho  period  from 
1910  through  1930.  During  tho  first  twenty  years,  the  Negro  population  in- 
creased 209  pjr  coat  while  tho  rost  of  tho  population  increased  97  per 
cent.  Tho  second  twenty  years  saw  a  wave  of  Nogro  migration  that  skyrock- 
eted the  incroase.  In  1930  the  Negro  population  was  430  per  cent  greater 
than  it  was  in  1910,  while  tho  growth  of  the  root  of  tho  population  had 
slowed  down  to  47  per  cent. 

An  increase  ./hich  multiplied  a  population  ton  times  was  bound  to 
have  a  tremendous  effect  on  the  job  conf iguration  of  a  city  unless  the  mi- 
grant group  was  of  the  same  general  occupational  distribution  as  the  group 
already  there.  The  migrant  Negroes  did  not  moot  this  specification.  The 
result  of  the  increase  in  population,  coupled  with  developments  in  industry 
and  other  occupational  fields,  produced  significant  changes  in  the  percent- 
age of  Negroes  employed,  and  in  the  type  of  occupations  in  which  they  ware 
engaged. 


CHAPTER  III 
OCCUPATIONS  BEFORE  1890 

Occupation  statistics  are  not  available  for  the  Negro  population 
prior  to  1890.  All  that  can  be  learned  about  the  jobs  then  held  by  Negroes 
is  gained  from  writings  in  and  around  that  period,  and  from  old  settlers 
who  ar?  still  alive,  and  who  remember  the  conditions  before  Chicago  was  a 
big  city,  ana  the  Negro  was  a  recognized  "problem."  Tais  information  is 
sketchy  and  points  mainly  to  the  exceptional  case,  rather  than  to  the  gen- 
eral state  of  Negro  occupations. 

The  first  Kegro  church  had  been  established  around  1843  when  there 

were  only  about  sixty-five  Negroes  in  the  city,   and  the  second  church  was 

established  about  1850.   Each,  church  had  its  minister.   A  thriving  Negro 

business  is  recorded  as  having  been  established  in  1845.    In  1878,   there 

was  one  Kegro  mail  carrier.   (Interview:   &5-1/11/37.)   The  bulk  of  the 

population  was  ",  .  .  .  principally  waiters.   All  the  downtown  hotels  and 

restaurants  used  colored  porters  and  waiters  except  the  Sherman  House." 

(Interview:   25-1/11/37.)  There  MwS  one  doctor,  a  graduate  of  Rush  Medical 

College,  in  1879.  There  were  two  lawyers  who  graduated  around  1878  or  1879, 

1 

Richard  R.  Wright,  Jr.,  it.  his  "Industrial  Conditions  of  Negroes 
in  Chicago"  (Unpublished  thesis,  University  of  Chicago,  1901),  states  that 
John  Joims  established  a  tailoring  company  in  the  heart  of  the  business 
district.  He  had  s.  tuxiviiig  business,  and  later  gave  the  ground  to  the 
city  on  which  the  Jones  school  -t  Harrison  and  Dearborn  streets  was  built. 
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(Interview:   25-1/11/57.)   According  to  another  informant,  also  an  ''old 
settler": 

In  the  early  eighties  there  were  two  colored  school  teachers  in  the 
Chicago  school  system,  who  taught  at  Taylor  and  Polk  streets.  In  the 
early  seventies  there  were  colored  policemen,  colored  legislators,  and  a 
colored  fire  department,  No.  21.  This  department  had  a  colored  fire 
chief.   (Interview:  9-1/2/57.) 

Concerning  Negroes  in  appointed  governmental  jobs,  Gosnell  observes: 

Negro-,  z  had  found  their  way  into  some  branches  of  the  government  of 
the  city  of  Chicago  as  long  ago  as  1672.  Shortly  after  the  first  Chica- 
go fire,  Mayor  Joseph  Medill,  a  Republican,  appointed  a  Negro  fire  com- 
pany composed  of  nine  men.  This  was  said  to  be  the  first  company  of  its 
kind  in  s  northern  city.  A  Negro  police  officer  was  also  appointed  in 
the  same  year.  Mayor  Medill  had  broken  the  ice  and  gradually  it  became 
accepted  by  Democrats  and  Republicans  alike  that  a  few  Negroes  should  be 
found  in  the  city  services. 

Before  ana  after  the  Civil  Service  Law  was  passed  in  1895,  the  posi- 
tions in  the  legal  departments  of  the  city  government  were  wholly  within 
the  control  oi  the  mayor  and  were  looked  upon  as  more  or  less  political. 
The  first  colored  man  to  receive  recognition  in  the  city  law  department 
was  Franklin  A.  Dennison,  who  was  appointed  assistant  city  prosecuting 
attorney  by  the  Republican  mayor,  Hempstead  Washburne,  in  1891. 

The  domestic  and  personal   service  jobs  that  hegroes  had  come  to 

think  of  as  traditionally  theirs  were  the  usual  jobs  held  by  the  rank  and 

file,  as  is  indicated  by  eld  settlers:   "In  1878,  Negroes  were  waiters, 

coachmen  and  janitors.  All  the  big  buildings  had  colored  janitors  and  a  few 

had  colored  clerks."   (Interview:   56-1/6/58.)   "In  1888,   most  Negroes  were 

butlers,  coachmen,   maids,  cooks,   and  housekeepers.   Two  doctors  and  a  few 

professional  men  in  all  walks  of  life  were  in  Chicago  doing  business  with 

white  and  black."   (Interview:   55-7/27/57.)   "A  colored  janitor  opened  the 

Board  of  Trad-  room  in  1854."   (Interview:   9-1/2/57.) 
_ 

Harold  F.  Gosnell,  I"  ^re  Politicians   (Chicago:   The  University  of 
Chicago  Press,  1935),  p.  198. 
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A  recent  writer  comments  on  the  early  period,  as  follows: 

Later,  opportunities  for  employment  offered  by  the  hotels,  private 
families,  end  still  later  by  the  Pullman  Company,  drew  many  Negroes  to 
Chicago  in  the  sixties,  seventies,  and  eighties.  During  this  period 
and  even  in  times  of  slavery  there  were  some  to  see  the  opportunities 
for  business  of  some  kind  much  of  which  formed  the  foundations  for  most 
•  of  the  business  among  Negroes  in  Chicago  today.  The  Directory  of  Pro- 
fessions! ana  Business  Colored  lien,  by  I.  C.  Harris  in  1885,  was  the 
first  of  its  kind  ever  published  and  is  a  very  valuable  reference  for 
the  period  prior  to  1385.  Mr..  Karris  said  that  hotels  and  restaurants 
in  Chicsgo  employed  regularly  from  1,800  to  2,000  Kegro  men  with  wages 
ranging  from  §25  to  §30  per  ".eel:.  There  were  50  to  75  persons  in  the 
municipal,  State,  and  Government  departments  receiving  salaries  ranging 
from  $75  to  $125  per  month  ....  There  \.:re  175  Negroes  engaged  in 
various  branches  of  prominent  business  and  pi  >fessl  >ns.3 

That  domestic  service  claimed  the  great  tie  j  or  it;  of  Kegro  workers  in 

Chicago,  as  well  as  in  other  northern  cities,  is  attest  &   by  students  of  the 

question.  Greene  and  Woodson  make  the  following  statement: 

Prior  to  the  war  for  Southern  Independence  the  negroes  in  the  North 
were  restricted  chiefly  to  tv.o  occupations,  agricultural  pursuits  and 
domestic  service. 

The  largest  number  of  Negro  workers  in  the  free  States  down  to  the 
antebellum  era,  however,  went  into  domestic  service.  Lien  were  employed 
chiefly  as  barbers,  -waiters,  butlers,  coachmen,  janitors,  porters  and 
stablemen.  The  women  found  employment  either  as  laundresses,  maids, 
cooks,  seamstresses,  nurse  maids,  hairdressers,  or  day  laborers.4 

In  s  study  of  Negroes  in  the  slaughtering  and  meat  packing  indus- 
tries is  found  the  following  comment  on  the  early  period: 

In  IKSl,  two  nee  among  all  the  employees  in  "little  I.eis,ltha  cattle 
kind's  packing  eom?any"  of  Chicago,  .vara  conspicuous  for  their  color. 
They  v.vre  Nreddie  i.ewis,  the  butcher,  and  bis  brother  tiif  Deer  boner. 
Until  the  90'?  no  j  £ ntioL  1  the  Negro  as  a  grguj  is  found  in  the  lit- 
erature uealing  with  the  laborers  in  tne  yards.5 


3 
Joha  L,  Tulley,   "A  Brief  History  of  The  Negro  in  Chicago,   1779- 

1933."  Pamphlet. 

4 
Lorenzo  J.  Greene  and  Carter  G.  Woodson,  Tr,  Negro  Wage  Earner 

(New  York:   The  Van  Pees  Press,  1930),  p.p.  1-4. 

5 

Alma  Herbst,  The  Negro  in  The  Slaughtering  and  Meat  Packing  Incus- 
try  in  Chicago.  (Unpublished  Ph.  D.  dissertation,  Department  of  Economics, 
University  of  Chicago) ,  1930,  p.  60. 
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Thers  was  not  a  sufficient  number  ox"  Negroes  in  Chicago  before  1890, 
to  be  of  much  importance  as  an  economic  factor.  Those  who  were  tin  re  held 
occupation:-;  for  wnich  they,  with  their  lack  of  special  training  in  crafts, 
were  best  fitted.  They  were  domestic  and  psrsonsl  servants. 


CHAPTER  IV 
OCCUPATIONS  IN  1690 

Social-Economic        In  order  to  study  occupational  changes   over  a 
Classes  in  1890 — 

Limitations   of        period  of  time,  some  form  of  hierarchical  grouping 
Data 

is  necessary  if  gains  and  losses  in  various  occu- 
pational levels  are  to  be  shown.  It  is  the  object  of  this  study  to  show 
such  gains  and  losses  for  the  Negro  population.  To  achieve  this  end  the 
social-economic  classification  of  occupations  as  developed  by  Alba  M, 
Edwards  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  is  particularly  suited, °  Unfortunately 
the  lack  of  detail  in  the  occupational  statistics  published  by  the  Bureau 
of  the  Census  does  not  p  jrmit  of  classification  without  some  error.  Only 
the  use  of  the  ori  ;inal  census  schedules  would  make  possible  an  absolutely 
accurate  classification.  This  is  truer  of  1S90  thai:  of  any  subsequent 
census  year.'   All  social-economic  training,  a.:,  shown  in  this  study,  have 


6 Alba  H,  Edwards,  A  Social-Economic  Grouping  of  the  Gainful  Workers 
in  the  United  States,  1930,  (Washington?  United  States  Department  of  Com- 
merce, Bureau  of  the  Census,  Government  Printing  office,  1938), 

'For  1890  the  number  of  occupation  groupings  which  cut  across 
social-economic  lines  are  sufficient  to  bring  the  percentages  of  unclass- 
ifiable  persons  to  the  following:  (See  appendix  for  specific  occupation 
groups  which  are  unclassif iable) , 


Total 


Native  White 


Foreign  White Colored 


Male 
Female 


23.7 
8.6 


27.0 
11.9 


21.7 
5.5 


22.8 
3.0 
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been  made  from  published  census  data.  With  the  limitations  of  the  mate- 
rial kept  in  mind,  we  are  able  to  study  changes  in  the  social-economic 
levels  of  Negro  vjorkers  and  the  job  configuration  within  each  level  from 
1890  through  1930. 9 

Tho  occupations   of  tho  gainful  workers  of  tho  United  States  have 
been  arranged  by  Dr.  Edwards  into  tho  following  groups s 

1.  Professional  persons 

2.  Proprietors,   managers,   and   officials 

a.  Farmers   (owners  and  tenants) 

b.  Vi/holesale  and  retail  dealers 

c.  Other  proprietors,  managers, 
and   officials 

3.  Clerks  and   kindred  workers 

4.  Skilled  workers  and   foremen 

5.  Semi-skilled  workers 

a.  Semi-skilled  workers  in 
manuf  a  ct  ur  ing 

b.  Other  semi-skilled  workers 

6.  Unskilled  workers 

a.  Farm  laborers 

b.  Factory  and  building 
construction  laborers 

c.  Oth>.r  laborers 

d.  Servant    classes 

Dr.  Edwards  explains  the  content  of  each  social-economic  class  as 
follows: 


°The  study  is  felt  to  be  adequately  justified,  despite  the  error 
involved,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  no  original  census  records  prior  to 
1910  are  available.  Further,  comparisons  made  between  the  figures  ob- 
tained by  using  tho  published  census  tables  for  1930  and  those  obtained 
by  Dr.  Edwards  using  original  census  records  show  only  small  differences 
(see  appendix  Table  I). 

A  study  of  tho  social-economic  grouping  of  Negro  occupations  in 
the  United  States  for  the  years  1910,  1920,  and  1930  has  been  made  by  Dr. 
Edwards.  See  "The  Negro  as  a  Factor  in  the  Nation's  Labor  Force,"  Journal 
of  the  American  Statistical  Association,  Vol.  XXXI  (September,  1936). 
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Th  e  composition  of  groups  1  and  2,  above,  probably  is  sufficiently 
clear,  Cler!:s  and  kindred  workers— group  3— are  the  so-called  white- 
collar  workers.  They  are  the  clerical  assistants  to  executives,  of- 
ficials, and  business  and  professional  men.  They  comprise  office  as- 
sistants, sales  people,  telegraph  and  telephone  operators,  and  all 
others  doing  the  various  types  of  clerical  and  kindred  work.  Skilled 
workers  and  foremen — group  4 — comprise  blacksmiths,  carpenters,  ma- 
chinists, etc..  Somi-skilled  workers— group  5 — include  apprentices, 
machine  tenders,  workers  in  needle  trades,  etc.  They  are  manual  work- 
ers who  have  a  moderate  degree  of  skill  and  manual  dexterity.  Un- 
skilled workers-~r roup  S — include  the  laborers  and  the  different  ser- 
vant classes.  Host  of  them  have  no  speci.l  training. 10 

While  a  modification  of  Dr.  Edwards'  classification  would  better 
portray  social-economic  classes  in  the  Negro  community,  it  was  felt  that 
in  order  to  havo  results  comparable  to  other  studies  in  the  field,  tho 
modifications  should  not  be  made.  Certain  of  the  major  objections  can  be 
overcome  through  tho  very  nature  of  the  data  used,  Bocauso  of  the  lack  of 
detail  in  published  census  data,  certain  of  the  sub-groupings  were  elimi- 
nated. In  group  2,  only  two  divisions  were  made;  (l)  farmers  (owners  and 
tenants),  and  (2)  proprietors,  managers,  and  officials  (except  farmers) j 
group  5  was  not  sub-divided.  In  group  6,  farm  laborers,  other  laborers 
and  servant  classes  were  separately  enumerated.  Because  of  the  urban 
character  of  the  population,  farm  persons  have  been  eliminated  from  dis- 
cussion. All  discussion  of  proprietors,  managers,  and  officials  refers  to 
"proprietors,  man  \;rs,  and  officials  (except  farmers)."  The  term  "un- 
skilled laborers"  will  be  used  to  refer  to  "other  laborers"  listed  in  the 
tables. 

Tables  15,  16,  and  17  give  the  results  obtained  in  attempting  to 
classify  occupations  given  in  the  census   of  1890  into  social-economic 


10Edwards,  op.  cit.,  p.  2. 
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TABLE   15 


A  SOCL'lL-ECONOI.IIC  GROUPING  OF  GAINFUL 
WORKERS  OF   CHICAGO:      1890 


Social 

Native  Wh 

ite 

Foreign 
Born 

Economic 

Native 

Foreign 

Group* 

Trtal 

Total 

Parentage 

Parentage 

White 

Colored 

TOTaL 

458,313 

198,853 

88,466 

110,387 

250,489 

8 

,971 

(1) 

11,007 

8,129 

5,043 

3,086 

2,774 

104 

(2) 

40,716 

17 , 987 

10,435 

7,552 

22,556 

173 

(a) 

1,340 

306 

94 

212 

1,027 

7 

(b) 

39,376 

17 , 681 

10,341 

7,340 

21,529 

166 

(3) 

62,692 

44,939 

22,674 

22,065 

17,583 

170 

(4) 

81,204 

25,379 

10 ,  180 

15,199 

55,611 

214 

(5) 

52  26° 

24,316 

7,965 

16,351 

27,221 

725 

(6) 

114,155 

31 , 120 

11,372 

19,7x8 

77,113 

5 

,922 

(a) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b) 

70,591 

18,325 

6,317 

12,008 

51,167 

1 

,099 

(c) 

43,564 

12,7*5 

5,055 

7,740 

25,946 

4 

,823 

Unknown  96,277  3=6,983        20,597  26,386  47,631  1,663 


* 


(1)  Professional  Persons 

(2)  Proprietors,  Managers  and  Officials 

(a)  Farmers  (owners  and  tenants) 

(b)  Proprietors,  managers  and  officials,  (except  farmers] 

(3)  Clerks  and  kindred  workers 

(4)  Skilled  workers  and  Foremen 

(5)  Semi-skilled  workers 

(6)  Unskilled  Workers 

(a)  Farm  laborers 

(b)  Other  laborers 

(c)  Servant  classes 
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TABLE  16 

A  SOCIAL-ECONOMIC  GROUPING  OF  THE  GAINFUL 

WORKERS  OF  CHICAGO:   1890 


Social 

Total 

Natl ve   White 

Foreign 

Born 

White 

Economic 
Group* 

Total 

Native     Foreign 
Parentage  Parentage 

Colored 

TOTAL 
MALE 

370,225 

154,602 

73,988     80,614 

208,598 

7,025 

(1) 

6 ,  663 

4,482 

3,258 

1,224 

2,111 

70 

(2) 

39,824 

17,663 

10,306 

7,357 

21,994 

167 

(a) 

1,340 

306 

94 

212 

1,027 

7 

(b) 

38 , 484 

17,357 

10,212 

7,145 

20,967 

160 

(3) 

51,581 

35,694 

19,754 

16,140 

15,535 

152 

(4) 

75  282 

23 , 243 

10,020 

13 , 223 

51,826 

213 

(5) 

29,378 

11,137 

3,790 

7,347 

17,830 

411 

(6) 

ta\ 

78,829 

20 , 451 

7,734 

12,717 

53,971 

4 

,407 

laj 
(b) 

70,025 

18,120 

6,265 

11,655 

50 , 321 

1 

,084 

(c) 

8,304 

2,331 

1,469 

862 

3,150 

rz 

,  323 

Unknown 

88,668 

41,752 

19,126 

22,606 

45,331 

1 

,605 

(1)  Professional  Persons 

(2)  Proprietors,  Managers  and  Officials 

(a)  Farriers  (owners  and  tenants) 

(b)  Proprietors,  managers  and  officials,  (except  farmers] 

(3)  Clerks  and  kindred  workers 
(-1)    Skilled  workers  and  Foremen 

(5)  Semiskilled  -«  — ksrs 

(6)  Unskilled  Workers 

(a)  Farm  laborers 

(b)  Other  laborers 

(c)  Servant  classes 
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TABLE   17 

SOCIAL-ECONOMIC  GROUPING  OF  THE  GAINFUL 
WORKERS   OF   CHICAGO: 
1890 


Social 

i  rs      ' 

tiite 

Foreign 
Born 

Economic 

Native 

Foreign 

Group* 

Total 

Tot  1 

?■  i  sntage 

Parentage 

White 

Colored 

TOTAL 

FEMALE 

83,088 

44,1  51 

14,  ln8 

29,773 

41,891 

1,946 

(1) 

4,344 

3 ,  647 

1,785 

1,862 

663 

34 

(2) 

(■n  \ 

892 

324 

129 

195 

552 

6 

(b) 

892 

324 

129 

195 

562 

6 

(3) 

11,111 

9,0x5 

3,120 

5,925 

2,048 

18 

U) 

5,922 

2,136 

160 

1,976 

3,785 

1 

(5) 

22 , 884 

13,179 

4,175 

9 ,  004 

3,391 

314 

(6) 

35,326 

10,669 

3 ,  638 

7,031 

23,142 

1,515 

(b) 

566 

205 

52 

153 

346 

15 

(c) 

34,7  60 

10, 164 

3,586 

6,878 

22,796 

1,500 

Unknown 

7,609 

5,251 

1,471 

3,780 

2,300 

58 

(1)  Professional  Persons 

(2)  Proprietors,  ivlanagers  and  Officials 

(a)  Farmers  (owners  nd  tenants) 

(b)  Proprietors,  lxsn&gers  and  officials,  (except  farmers) 

(3)  Clerks  and  kindred  workers 

(4)  Skilled  '  ark  rs  end  Foremen 

( 5 )  Semi-s  ki 1 le d  worke rs 

(6)  Unskilled  Workers 

(a)  Farm  labor,  rs 

(b)  Other  laborers 

(c)  Servant   classes 
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1 
classes.   Tables  18,  19,  and  20  give  the  percentage  distribution  of  each 

nativity  and  race  group  into  social-economic  classes. 

The  high  percentage  of  unclassifiable  occupations  is  due  to  two 
characteristics  of  the  1890  data.  First,  there  is  a  large  number  of  occu- 
pations not  specified  in  the  census  report ,  -1-  and  second,  many  occupation 
groupings  given  by  the  report  include  specific  occupations  which  fall  into 
different  social-economic  classes.  Some  examples  of  the  latter  ares 
"street  railway  employees,'"  "steam  railroad  employees,"  "./atchmen,  police- 
men, and  detectives,"  and  "printer:;,  engravers,  and  bookbinders."  All 
figures  concerning  social-economic  classes  in  1890  will  have  to  be  inter- 
preted with  the  great  possibility  of  error  kept  in  mind.  The  probability 
of  being  very  wrong  in  making  comparisons  between  nativity  and  race  groups 
is  minimized,  however,  because  the  percentage  of  unclassif iable  casos  is 
about  the  same  for  each  group, 

A  comparison  of  the  percentage  distribution  of  the  total  and  of 
the  Negro  populations-'-*  shows  the  •ride  differences  in  the  proportion  of 
each  group  in  the  higher  and  lower  social-economic  classes.  Negroes  were 
predominantly  in  the  servant  classes,  whereas  whites  were  concentrated  in 
the  skilled  trades  and  clerical  classes.  The  proportion  of  the  Negro 
group  who  were  professionals  was  surprisingly  high  in  relation  to  the 

■'-■'-Occupations  for  3  8,892  males  and  5,281  females  wore  not  spec- 
ified. 

-^Thc  term  colored  is  used  in  the  table  headings  because  the  fig- 
ures include  a  few  Chinese,  Japanese  and  Indians.  Sinc^,  however,  Negroes 
make  up  more  than  96  per  cent  of  the  group,  the  term  Negro  will  be  used  in 
the  text. 
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T;J3LE  18 

per  cent  distribution  of  gainful  workers  of  il-xh 
nativity  ,jto  color  group  by  socl.l-econoliic  cl^s: 

1890 


Social 

Total 

Nat  ive 

White           Foreign 

Economic 
Group* 

Total 

Native 
Parentag 

Foreign      Born 
■-.-.     Parentage     VShite 

Colored 

TOTAL 

100.0 

100.0 

100. 0 

100.0        100.0 

100.0 

(2) 

(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 

Unknown 


» 


>) 

:o) 


8,9 

8.6 

13.  V 

17.7 

11.4 

24.9 

15. i 
9.5 

21.0 


12.8 

12.2 

10.6 

9.2 
6.4 

23.6 


5.7 

11.8 

.1 

11.7 

25.9 

11.5 

9.0 

12.8 

7.1 
5.7 

23.3 


6.8 

.2 
6.6 

20.0 

13.8 

14.8 

17.9 

10.9 
7.0 

23.9 


1.1 

9.0 

.4 

8.6 

7.0 

22.2 

10.9 

30.8 

20.4 
10.4 

19.0 


1.2 

2.0 

.1 
1.9 

1.9 

2.4 

8.1 

65.9 

12.2 
53.7 

18.5 


:s) 


(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 


Professional  Persons 

Proprietors,  Managers  and  Officials 

(a)  Farmers  (owners  and  tenants) 

(b)  Proprietors,  managers  and  officials,  (except  farmers' 
Clerks  and  kindred  workers 
Skilled  workers  and  Foremen 
Semi-skilled  workers 
Unskilled  Yorkers 

[::  )   Farm  laborers 

(b)  Other  1.  borers 

( c)  3. rvant  classes 


TABLE  19 

PER  CENT  DISTRIBUTION  OF  GAINFUL  WORKERS  OF  EACH 
NATIVITY  «ND  COLOR  GROUP  3Y  SOCIAL-ECONOMIC  CL»SS: 
1890 


Social 

Total 

Native  White 

Foreign 

Born 

White 

Economic 

Group* 

Total    Native            Foreign 

Parentage     Parentage 

Colored 

TOTAL  Mi 

\~-i£j 

IOC 

100 .C         100.0              10C.C 

100.0 

100.0 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 


(a) 
(b) 


1.8 

2.9 

4.4 

1.5 

1.0 

1.0 

10.5 

11.4 

13 . 9 

9.2 

10.6 

2.4 

.4 

.2 

.  1 

"7 

.5 

.1 

10.4 

11.2 

13.9 

8.9 

10.1 

2.3 

"3.9 

23.2 

26.7 

20.0 

7.4 

2.2 

^Z.c 

15.0 

15.5 

15.4 

24.8 

3.0 

7.9 

r".2 

5.  1 

9.1 

8.6 

5.9 

21.3 

12 . 3 

10.  5 

15.8 

25.9 

62. n 

18.9 

11.8 

8.5 

24.4 

15.4 

2.4 

1.5 

2.0 

1.1 

1.5 

47.3 

Unknown 


24.0 


25.9 


28.0 


21.7 


22.8 


(2) 


(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 


(b] 


Professional  Persons 

Proprietors,  ..onagers,  and  Officials 

Farmers  (ov.ners  ana  tenants) 

Proprietors,  managers  end  officials,  (except  farmers' 

Clerks  and  kindred  worki  rs 

Skilled  workers  and  Foremen 

Semi-skilled  workers 

Unskilled  Workers 

Farm  laborers 

..  r  1  ':  orers 
1  -rv  r.t  classes 


(a) 
(b) 
(c) 


TVJ3LS   20 

PER  CENT  DISTRIBUTION  OF  GAINFUL  'WORKERS  OF  E~CH 
NATIVITY  «ND  COLOR  GROUP  BY  SOCIAL-ECONOMIC  CLhSS: 
189C 


Social 

c 

Native  White 

Foreign 
Bern 

Econorai 

Native     Foreign 

Group* 

Total 

Total 

Parentage  Pc rentage 

White 

Colored 

TOTAL 

TEHkLS 

100.0 

100.0 

100,0      100.0 

100.0 

100. 0 

(1) 

4.9 

8.2 

12.3        6.3 

1.6 

1.7 

(2) 

!  r>\ 

1.0 

.7 

.9         .7 

1.4 

.3 

(b) 

1.0 

.7 

.9         .7 

1.4 

.3 

(3) 

12.5 

20.4 

21.5       19.9 

4.9 

.9 

(4) 

6.7 

4.8 

1.1        6.6 

9.0 

.1 

(5) 

25.0 

29.8 

28.8       30.2 

22.4 

16.1 

(s) 

I  nl 

40.2 

24. 2 

25.2       23.6 

55.2 

77.9 

(ft) 

r 

.5 

.4         .5 

.8 

.8 

(c) 

39.5 

g r',  7 

24. P       23.1 

54.4 

77.1 

Unknown 

8.6 

11.3 

10.2       12.7 

5.5 

3.0 

* 
(1) 

Professional 

Persons 

(2) 

Proprietors, 

Managers,  and  Officials 

i 

[a)  Formers 

( ov.nt 

:rs  and  tt  n_nts) 

I 

[b)  Proprie 

tors, 

managers  ..nd  officials, 

( except 

farme  rs) 

(3) 

Clerks 

end  kindred  workers 

(4) 

Skilled 

works 

:i's  and  Foremen 

(5) 

Semi-sk 

illed 

work?  rs 

(6) 

Unskill 

ed  Workers 

Farm  laborers 
Other   laborers 
Servant   cl.-sses 
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proportion  of  whites  who  were  professional.  In  no  other  group  above  semi- 
skilled workers  other  than  the  professional  class  was  the  percentage  for 
Negroes  as  much  as  one-half  as  large  as  that  for  the  total  population. 

Tablas  21,  22,  and  23  show  the  percentage  distribution  of  each 
social-economic  class  according  to  nativity  and  race  group,  Negroes 
formed  only  a  small  percentage  of  each  social-economic  class  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  servant  classos,  in  which  Negroes  ware  11  per  cent  of  the 
workers,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  they  were  only  1,3  pur  cent  of  the  pop- 
ulation of  the  city. 

Occupation  pyramids  by  sex  for  native  whites,  foreign  born  whites 
and  Nogroos  are  prosentod  in  figure  2,  showing  the  six  main  social-eco- 
nomic classes  of  occupations. 

Servant  In  18S0,  Negroes  were  still  regarded  as  the  group  designed  to  be 
Classes 

servants  to  the  ruling  classes.   The  change  in  condition  of  the 

Negro  from  slavery  to  freedom  aftor  tho  Civil  Yfar  had  produced  little  ef- 
fect in  his  occupational  position  throughout  the  United  States,  He 
changed  only  from  an  unpaid  servant  to  one  paid  a  minimum  wage  for  his 
labors.  In  Illinois  and  more  specifically  in  Chicago,  where  slavery  was 
never  actively  enforced,  the  occupational  position  of  the  Negro  was  un- 
changed. The  increasing  numbers  of  Negroes  in  the  city  served  only  to 
furnish  additional  servants,  barbers,  teamsters,  laborers,  and  messengers 
for  the  rapidly  gro\;ing  city. 

The  occupational  distribution  of  the  7,025  male  and  1,946  female 
colored  gainful  workers  recorded  by  tho  census  of  1890  bears  striking  evi- 
dence to  tho  role  of  the  Negro  as  a  domestic  servant.  Servant  classos 
claimed  53,7  per  cent   of  all  Negro  workers:   47,3  per  cent  of  the  males, 
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GAIHFUL  WORKERS 
BY  SOCIAL-ECONOMIC  GROUP-IB90 


FIGURE  2 


Native  White  Foreign  Born  White 


I-jegro 


TOTAL 


1 


aiS  1 6 


fl 

1  ' 

I  ! 

Female 


X 


1.  Professional  Persons  4.  Skilled  V/orkers  and  Foremen 

2»   Proprietors,  Managers,  and  Officials   5  Semi-skilled  V/orkers 
3,  Clerkr  and  Kindred  Worit»r»  6.  Unskilled  ',/orkers 


TaBLE  21 

PER  CMI  DISTRIBUTION  OF  GAINFUL  WORKERS   OF  E~CH 
30CIAL-i  JONOMIC   CLaSS  BY  NATIVITY  sltl  COLOR:      1890 


Soci; 

.1 

N;  tive 

Whit* 

i 

Foreign 

Econc 

i:  :tive 

Fi 

3 reign 

Group* 

Total 

Tct\  1 

?  r-  nt  • 

ge      ? 

r-  nt.  s* 

Wiite 

Colored 

TOT.J, 

100.0 

43.4 

19.3 

24.1 

2.0 

(1) 

100.0 

73.8 

45.8 

28.0 

25.2 

1.0 

(2) 

100.0 

44.2 

25.6 

IS.  6 

55.4 

.4 

(a) 

100.0 

22.8 

7.0 

15.8 

76.7 

.5 

(b) 

100.0 

44.9 

26.3 

18.6 

54.7 

•4 

(3) 

100.0 

71.7 

36.5 

35.2 

28.0 

.3 

(4) 

100. 0 

31.2 

12.5 

13.7 

68.5 

.3 

(5) 

100.0 

45.5 

15.2 

31.3 

52.1 

1.4 

(6) 

100.0 

27.3 

10.0 

17.3 

67.5 

5.2 

(a) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b) 

IOC .  0 

25.9 

8.9 

17.0 

72   5 

1.6 

(c) 

100.0 

29.4 

11.6 

17.8 

59.5 

11.1 

(1)  Professional  Persons 

(2)  Proprietors,  Managers,  end  Officials 
(-  )  Farmers  (owners  and  tenants) 

(b)  Proprietors,  ;..  nagers  rnu  officials,  (except  farmers) 

(3)  Clerks  and  kindred  workers 

(4)  Skilled  workers  and  Foremen 

(5)  Semi-skilled  v;ork  rs 

(6)  Unskilled  Workers 

(a)  Farm  labor 

(b)  Other  laborers 

(c)  Servant  classes 
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PER  CENT  DISTRIBUTION  OF  GAINFUL  WORKERS  OF  EACH 
SOCIAL-ECONOMIC   CL-iSS  BY  NATIVITY  «ND  COLOR:      1890 


Socis 

ll 
>mie 

Native  W 

bite 

Foreign 
Born 

Econc 

Native 

Foreign 

Group* 

Total 

Total 

Parentage 

Parentage 

White 

Colored 

TOT, 

i.L  MALE 

100.0 

-.1.8 

20.0 

21.8 

56.3 

1.9 

(1) 

100.0 

67.3 

48.9 

18.4 

31.7 

1.0 

(2) 

100.0 

44 . 4 

25.9 

18.5 

55.2 

.4 

(a) 

100.0 

22.8 

7.0 

15.8 

76.7 

.5 

(b) 

100.0 

45.1 

26.5 

18.6 

54.5 

.4 

(3) 

100.0 

69.6 

38.3 

31.3 

30.1 

.5 

(4) 

100.0 

30.9 

13.3 

17.6 

68.8 

.3 

(5) 

100.0 

37.9 

12.8 

25.1 

60.7 

1.4 

(6) 

1   Q  \ 

100.0 

25.9 

9.8 

16.1 

68.5 

5.6 

ta; 
(b) 

100.0 

25.9 

9.0 

16.9 

72.6 

1.5 

(c) 

100.0 

26.5 

16.7 

9.8 

35.8 

37.7 

(1) 

(2) 


.3) 

!6) 


Professional  Persons 

Proprietors,  Managers,  and  Officials 
[a)   Farmers  (owners  and  tenants) 
'b)  Proprietors,  managers  and  officials,  (except  farmers] 

Clerks  and  kindred  workers 

Skilled  workers  and  Foremen 

Semi-skilled  workers 

Unskilled  sfrrkors 
'a)  Farm  laborers 
\\j)    Other  laborers 
'c)  Servant  classes 
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T.^LE  23 


PER  CENT  DISTRIBUTION  OF  GAINFUL  WORKERS   OF  EACH 
SOCIAL-ECONOMIC  CL.SS  BY  NATIVITY  ;JTO  COLOR:      1890 


Socis 

il 

jmic 

Native  T7 

hite 

Foreign 
Born 

Econc 

Native 

Foreign 

Group* 

Total 

Total 

r   rentage 

Parentage 

Whit  e 

Colored 

TOT, 

■-L 

FEMALE 

10C.C 

50.2 

16.4 

33.8 

47.  6 

2.2 

(1) 

10  CO 

84. 0 

41.1 

42.9 

15,2 

.8 

(2) 

1  a  \ 

100.0 

36.3 

14.5 

21.8 

63.0 

.7 

(b) 

100.0 

36.3 

14.4 

21.9 

65.0 

.7 

(3) 

100.0 

81.4 

28.1 

53.3 

18.4 

.2 

(4) 

100.0 

36.1 

2 . 7 

17    *,       / 

6o.9 

** 

(5) 

100.0 

57.5 

18.2 

39.4 

41.0 

1.4 

(6) 

100.0 

30.2 

10.3 

19.9 

65.5 

4.3 

(a) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b) 

100.0 

36.2 

9.2 

27.0 

61.1 

2.7 

(c) 

100.0 

30.1 

10.3 

19.8 

6o.  6 

4.3 

(l)  Professional  Persons 

f"8)  Proprietors,  Managers,  and  Officials 

(a)  F&rirtera  (owners  and  tenants) 

(b)  Proprietors,  managers  and  officials,  (except  farmers] 

(3)  Clerks  and  kindred  workers 

(4)  SI  illed  workers  and  Foremen 

(5)  S  smi-skilled  workers 

(6)  Ur.s::illed  sork.rs 

(a)  Farm  laborers 

(b)  Other  laborers 

(c)  Servant  classes 

** 

Less  than  .1  of  1  p-^r  cent. 
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and  77.0  per   cent   of  the   females.        Table.   24     siiov/s   the  number   of  servants 
by  nativity,    race  and  sex. 


TABLE  24 

SERVANT  CLASSES  BY  NATIVITY,  COLOR 
AND  SEXs   1890 


Native  White 


Sex  and 
Occupation 


Total 


Native  Foreign 

Total       Parentage       Parentage 


Foreign 

Bora 

White         Colored 


TOTAL 


43,564    12,795    5.055 


7,740 


Servants      40,296    11,965    4,824 
Laundresses    3,268       830      231 


25,946    4,823 


7,141      23,894    4,437 
599       2,052      386 


Male 


8,804 


,331    1,469 


862 


3,150    3,323 


Servants 


8,804  2,331  1,469 


862 


3,150    3,323 


Female 


34,7  50    10,454    3,586 


Servants      31,492 
Laundresses    3,258 


9,634 
830 


3  y  Ztt)D 

231 


5,878  22,796  1,500 


6,279  20,744  1,114 

599  2,052  386 


Negroes  represented  only  1,3  per  cent  of  the  population  of  the 
city  in  1890 5  1,9  per  cent  of  the  male  gainful  workers  and  2,2  per  cent  of 
the  female  workers,  yet  they  supplied  37,7  per  cent  of  all  males  in  the 
servant  classes  and  4,3  per  cent  of  all  females  in  the  servant  classes,  as 
is  shorn  in  Table  25, 

While  Negroes  v/ero  employed  predominantly  in  the  domestic  and 
personal  service  occupations,  their  numerical  significance  in  the  popu- 
lation    v?as  too   small     to  give  them     any  semblance     of     monopoly     in  these 
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fields.  There  were  only  about  12,695  Negroes  ten  years  of  age  and  over  in 
Chicago  in  1890,  vahile  there  vrere  40,296  servants.  The  foreign  born  white 
population  supplied  the  bulk  of  the  servants.  Table  24  shov/s  that  foreign 
born  men  were  in  the  servant  class  in  about  the  sane  number  as  Negro  men, 
but  foreign  born  women  represented  the  largest  numbers  of  the  servant 
group.  Foreign  bora  mon  form  d  56.3  per  cent  of  all  male  gainful  workers 
and  35.8  per  cent  of  all  males  in  the  servant  classes,  as  can  be  seen  from 
Table  25.   Foreign  born  women  \;ere  47.6  per  cent  of  all  women  workers  and 

TABLE  25 

KIR  CENT  DISTRIBUTION  OF  SERVANT  CLASSES 
BY  NATIVITY,  COLOR  ^ND  SEXs  1890 


..  _. 

Total 

Nat  ive 

....: 

Lte 

Foreign 
Born 
White 
59.5 

Sex  and 

Occupation 

Total 

Native 
P  '  nts 

Lge 

Foreign 
Barents  e 

Colored 

TOTAL 

100 

29.4 

11.6 

17.8 

11.1 

Servants 
Laundresses 

100 
100 

2C.7 
25.4 

12.0 

7.1 

17.7 
IS. 3 

59.3 
62.8 

11.0 
11.8 

Male  100       25.5     15.7        9.8        35.8     37.7 


Servants        100       25.5     16.7        9.8        35.8     37.7 


Female         100       30.1     10.3        19.8        65.6      4.3 


65.9      3.5 
62.8     11.8 


65.6  per   cent     of  all  vsrocion  in  servant   classes.        Negro     women  constituted 
2.2   per   cent     and  4.3   per   cent     respectively     of  the  workers      in  those  two 


Servants 

100 

30.6 

10.7 

19.9 

Laundresses 

100 

25.4 

7.1 

18.3 
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groupings.  Negro  men  were  1.9  per  cent  of  all  gainful  male  workers  and 
37.7  per  cent  of  all  male  servants. 

Thus,  in  1890,  while  Negroes  were  predominantly  servants,  the 
servant  occupations  were  not  yet  traditionally  the  right  of  Negro  women. 
Negro  men,  however,  had  acquired  the  traditional  right  to  be  waiters  in 
hotels,  restaurants  and  on  the  trains.  They  were  regarded  as  the  rightful 
holders  of  positions  as  butlers  and  coachmen  for  the  wealthy.  The  Nc£ro 
footman  and  houseman  were  expected  figures  around  the  mansions  of  the 
moneyed  class. 

The  Negro  community  recognized  the  favored  position  of  the  waiter, 
butler,  and  chauffeur.  The  latter  often  acted  as  butler  in  addition  to 
chauffeur.  They  hud  close  contacts  with  the  wealthy  whites  and  were  able 
to  acquire  the  manners,  polish,  and  social  graces  attendant  to  upper  class 
behavior, 

Frazier  comments  on  the  situation  through  the  words  of  a  phy- 
sician, thuss 

The  head-waiters  were  at  the  top  of  society.  They  almost  dic- 
tated social  customs.  A  man  prided  himself  on  being  Mr.  So-and-So's 
valet.  Next  to  the  head  waiters  were  the  porters,  and  then  came  the 
barbers,  ■" 

The  unskilled  laborers  enjoyed  no  such  favored  position  within  the 
Negro  community.  They  had  no  opportunity  to  acquire  the  polish  and  man- 
ners of  the  upper  class  whites.  Furthermore,  much  of  the  unskilled  labor- 
ing jobs  carried  no  regular  employment,  but  were  done  on  a  day-laboring 
basis,  and  sometimes  on  an  hourly  wage,  and  thus  the  economic  as  well  as 

■■•%,  Franklin  Frazier,  The  Negro  Family  in  Chicago,  (Chicago:  The 
University  of  Chicago  Press,  1932),  p.  ti8. 
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social  position  of  unskilled  laborers  was  lower  than  that  of  the  waiters, 
butlers  and  chauffeurs. 

Unskilled  laborers  must  be  considered  in  conjunction  with  the 
Unskilled 

Laborers  servant  classes  since  both  groups  represent  persons  of  no  part- 
icular skill  and  of  low  earning  power.  The  large  number  of 
Negroes  who  were  in  domestic  service  and  unskilled  laboring  jobs  in  1890 
indicate  a  very  low  income  level  for  most  of  tho  Negro  population.  There 
woro  1,099  Negro  unskilled  laborers,  or  12.2  per  cent  of  the  gainful  work- 
ers. Add  to  this  the  53.7  per  cont  in  tho  servant  classos  and  wo  havo  65.9 
per  cent  of  all  Negro  workers  in  unskilled  occupations.  Males  fared  some- 
what better  than  females.  The  total  percentage  of  Negro  males  in  unskilled 
jobs  was  62,7  per  cent  of  which  15.4  per  cent  were  laborers  and  47.3  per 
cent  in  the  servant  classes.  With  females,  77.9  per  cent  were  unskilled, 
77.1  per  cent  were  servants,  and  ,8  of  1  per  cent  laborers. 

As  can  be  seen  from  Table  21,  Negroes  did  not  have  more  than  their 
share  of  laborers.  Whilo  thoy  were  2  per  cont  of  the  gainful  workers 
they  were  only  1,6  per  cent  of  tho  laborers.  Just  as  Negroes  exceeded 
their  proportion  greatly  in  tho  servant  classos,  the  foreign  born  whites 
greatly  exceeded  their  proportion  in  unskilled  laborers 5  with  only  54.6  per 
cent  of  the  gainful  employed,  thoy  supplied  72.5  per  cont  of  the  unskilled 
laborers.  Laboring  jobs  were  the  province  of  the  foreign  born.  Table  26 
shows  the  specific  jobs  held  by  persons  in  the  laboring  class. 

The  group  of  Negro  workers  next  important  numerically  in 

Semi-skilled 

Workers      the  social-economic  scale  to  the  unskilled  workers  and  ser- 
vant classes  in  1890,  was  tho  semi-skilled  group.  Tables  18 

and  19  show  that  there  wero  411  males  and  314  females  semi-skilled  Negro 
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workers.  These  constituted  5.3  per  cent  of  the  total  Negro  males  employed 
and  16.1  per  cent  of  the  females.  Table  27  shows  that  229  of  the  411  males 
were  barbers  and  hairdressers  and  that  232  of  the  314  females  were  dress- 
makers and  milliners.  Thus,  we  see  that  while  the  skills  required  in  per- 
forming the  duties  were  greater  than  those  necessary  in  performing  the 
duties  assigned  to  unskilled  laborers  and  servants,  the  occupations  were 
nevertheless  those  in  which  personal  services  were  rendered.  The  barber  or 
hairdresser  requires  a  skill  in  performing  his  dutyj  nevertheless,  he  is 
much  in  the  position  of  the  valet  in  that  he  renders  a  service  to  the  per- 
son of  another  individual.  The  difference  lies  in  the  number  of  persons 
which  the  barber  serves  each  day  and  from  whom  he  draws  his  income;  and 
also,  in  the  relative  greater  degree  of  independence  which  he  has  in  organ- 
izing his  time  and  activities.  Dressmakers  who  work  for  private  indi- 
viduals instead  of  firms  or  factories  perform  the  same  type  of  service  as 
do  the  barbers.  It  is  a  personal  service  for  an  employer.  The  nature  of 
the  classification  does  not  permit  division  between  dressmakers  who  worked 
in  private  hemes  and  those  who  worked  in  factories,  but  there  is  a  strong 
probability  that  the  former  predominated.  Other  females  in  the  semi- 
skilled group  were  hotel  and  boarding  housekeepers,  housekeepers  and  stew- 
ards, and  nurse*  and  midwives — all  of  whom  perform  more  or  less  personal 
services  requiring  a  certain  degree  of  skill. 

From  Table  20,  wo  see  that  semi-skilled  workers,  while  constituting 
11.4  per  cent  of  all  gainful  workers,  wore  8.1  per  cont  of  all  Negro  work- 
ers. Table  23  shows  that  Negroes,  in  comparison  with  other  groups,  were 
under-represented  in  the  semi-skilled  occupations,  since  they  were  only  1.4 
per  cent  of  the  gainful  workers  in  semi-skilled  occupations   compared  with 
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2  per  cent  of  all  gainful  workers.  Foreign-born  whites  -.7ere  also  somewhat 
under-represented,  while  native  whites  were  somewhat  over-represented. 
The  representation  of  each  group  among  semi-skilled  workers  comes  much 
closer  to  the  representation  of  the  particular  group  in  the  total  gainful 
workers   than   it   does   for  any  other   social-economic   class. 

TABLE  26 


UNSKILLED  LABORERS  BY  NATIVITY, 
COLOR,  AND  SEX;   1890 


Nat  ive  JThite  Fore ign 

Sex     and  Native  Foreign  Born 

Occupation  Total  Total     Fc.rentage     Parentage       '</hite  Colored 


TOTAL  70,591 18 , o25  5,317  12,008  51,157  1,099 

Male  70,025        18,120  6,265  11,855  50,831  1,084 


Laborers, 
(not   speci- 
fied) 55,521        11,181  4,065  7,116  43,490  850 

Dz"?  ymen, 

hackmen, 

teamsters  14,504  6,939  2,200  4,739  7,331  234 


Female  566  205  52  15  3  345  15 

Laborers,  (not 

specified)         556      205       52        153        346        15 


The  importance  of  the  oolored  barber  in  supplying  services  to  the 
general  population  is  seen  in  his  large  proportion  among  all  barbers  and 
hairdressers.  (See  Table  28).  Negroes  represented  8.5  per  cent  of  all 
barbers  and  hairdressers  in  contrast  to  1.9  per  cent  of  all  gainful  work- 
ers, whereas  foreign  bcrn  burbers  were  43.5  per  cent  of  all  barbers,  com- 
pared with  their  55.3  per  cent  of  all  gainful  workers.  The  only  other 
semi-skilled  occupation  in  which  Negroes  exceeded  their  proportion  was 
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that  of  bartenders*       Negro     males     were  3.6  per  cent  of  all  such     persons. 

The  over-representation  of  Negroes  as  barbers,  hairdressers,  and  bartenders 
was  contrasted  with  their  under-representation  in  other  somi-skilled  occu- 
pations. Apprentices  to  trades  wore  noticeably  L. citing  as  were  wood- 
workers, brickmakors,  and  potters,  butchers,  bakers,  leather  curriers  and 
finishers. 

Foreign-born  whites  who  '.ere  56.3  per  cent  of  male  gainful  workers 
and  60.7  per  cent  of  semi-skilled  workers  dominated  the  semi-skilled  work- 
ing class  to  a  somewhat  lesser  degree  than  they  did  the  unskilled  laboring 
group. 

Foreign  born  women  fell  somewhat  below  their  representation  in  the 
total  female  working  force |  47.6  per  cent  of  all  female  workers  wore 
foreign  born,  while  41  per  cent  of  the  female  somi-skillcd  workers  wore 
foreign  born.  Native  white  women  -.ere  ouch  higher  in  their  representation 
among  semi-skilled  workers  than  they  -./ere  among  laborers  or  servants.  From 
Table  25,  we  see  that  only  among  professional  persons  and  clerks  did  native 
white  women  have  higher  percentage  representation  than  they  had  among  semi- 
skilled workers. 

Negro  women  exceeded  their  representation  among  semi-skilled  work- 
ers as  housokcupors  and  stewardesses,  hotel  and  boarding  housekeepers,  and 
as  nurses  and  midwives.  On  the  other  hand,  there  were  no  Negro  women  in 
factory  occupations,  namely!  tobacco  and  cigar  factory  operatives,  textile 
mill   operatives,   paper-box  makers,  and  apprentices  to  trades. 

The  Negro  worker  found  his  work  in  rendering  personal  services  of 
a  semi-skilled  nature.  He  had  not  yet  entered  the  manufacturing  or  mech- 
anical  industries  to  any  extent. 

40030 
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Th  e     Negro     worker     in   1890     was     a  very     small  factor     in  the 

Skilled  skilled  trades.        There  were   only  213  males  and   1  female  whose 

Workers 

known   occupations14  could  be   placed   in  the    skilled  class.        It 

can  be  seen  from  Table  23  that  Negroes  represented  only  .3  of  1  per  cent 
of  the  skilled  class  of  workers,  and  from  Table  20  that  2.4  per  cent  of 
all  Negroes  were  skilled  workers.  Table  29  shows  the  specific  occupations 
in  which  skilled  workers  were  engaged;  Tabic  30  givus  the  percentage  dis- 
tribution  of   each   skilled    occupation  by  nativity  and   color. 

In  the  South  during  the  slave  regime,  there  had  been  a  large  group 
of  Negro  artisans  and  skilled  craftsmen.  Much  of  the  old  iron  and  steel 
work  in  sections  of  the  South  today  is  the  work  of  Negro  slaves.  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina  is  famous  for  its  wrought  iron  gates  and  balconies, 
which  were  fashioned  by  slaves.  Chicago  had  known  no  such  class  of  Negro 
workers.  The  slave  artisans  did  not  leave  the  South  after  emancipation. 
Consequently,  the  condition  in  Chicago  in  1890  remained  the  same  as  it  had 
been  prior  to  the  Civil  $ar.  The  foreign  born  population  dominated  the 
skilled  field,  as  it  did  most  of  the  occupational  groups  at  that  time. 
Among  blacksmiths  and  wheelwrights,  almost  three-fourths  were  foreign 
born,  with  only  one-half  of  1  per  cent  Negro.  Four-fifths  of  all  boot  and 
shoe  makers  and  repairers  were  foreigners,  with  only  one-third  of  1  per 
cent  Negro.  The  condition  was  similar  among,  all  of  the  skilled  crafts. 
Only  as  plasterers  did  Negroes  manage  to  ropresent  more  than  1  per  cent  of 
the   total  number   of   workers   in  the  trade.        Native  whites  were   predominant 

i^Some  other  skilled  persons  were  classified  with  semi-skilled 
persons j  such  as,  police  and  detectives  with  watchmen;  iron  moulders  with 
serai-skilled  iron  workers;   and  printers     and  engravers  with  bookbinders. 
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as  plumbers  and  gas  and  steam  fitters,  and  represented  more  than  their  pro- 
portion as  machinists,  painters,  glasers  and  varnishers,  tinners  and  tinware 
makers.      In  all   other   skilled  trades,    foreign  whites  were   dominant. 

There  were  152     Negro  males     and  18  females     in  jobs     that 
Clerks   and 
Kindred  '.Yorkers        could  be   classified  as   clerical   in  1890.        Among   the   Negro 

gainfully     employed  these  represented   only  2.2   p^r   cent    of 

the  male  workers  and    .9   of  1  per  cent   of  the   female  workers.     The  males  v/ere 

employed     mostly  as  book-keepers  and   clerks,      and  the  females   as   clerks     and 

copyists.      (See  Table   31.)        There  v/ere    only  4   female  book-keepers.        Only  7 

males  and   3  females  were   employed  as   sales-people,     Negro   clerks   represented 

only   .3   of   1  per   cent   of   all  male   clerks,  and    .2   of   I  per   cent    of  all  female 

clerks.        Negroes   did   not  cake   up     as  much  as   one-half   of  1  per   cent      of  any 

single    clerical   occupation. 

Negroes  were  not  employed  by  white  business  in  clerical  positions, 
and  there  were  not  enough  Negro  business  and  professional  men  to  need  them 
in  any  numbers.  The  record  of  10  sales  persons  in  the  1890  census,  attests 
the  lack  of  business  concerns  sufficiently  large  to  have  any  number  of 
employees. 

The  clerical  class  was  dominated  by  the  native  whites.  Those  of 
foreign  parentage  were  represented  in  somewhat  smaller  numbers  than  those  of 
native  parentage.  The  two  together  made  up  71.7  per  cent  of  all  clerical 
workers.  With  females  even  more  than  with  males,  the  clerical  occupations 
v/ere  the  province  of  native  whites.  Native  white  women  comprised  81.4  per 
cent  of  all  female  clerical  workors|  for  males,  the  percentage  was  69.6. 
Only  as  salesmen,  agents,  and  collectors  did  foreign  born  whites  make  up  as 
much  as   30  per   cunt    of  the   workors   in  tho    occupation. 


jia- 


Table  31 

CLERKS  AND  KINDRED  WORKERS  IN  SPECIFIC  OCCUPATIONS 
BY  NATIVITY,  COLOR,  AND  SIX:   1890 


Native 

:r.  ite 

Foreign 
Born 

Native 

Foreign 

, 

Sex  end  Occupation 

Total 

Total 

Farentare 

i  1  are:  +-.fe 

White 

17 , 583 

Colored 

TOTAL 

£2,962 

44,939 

-.  (  .      ,~  4 

r,r;.:::5 

170 

Male 

51,581 

35,894 

19.754 

16.140 

15 , 535 

152 

Agents  rnd  collectors 

8,208 

5,581 

4,052 

1,529 

2,616 

11 

Bookkeepers,  clerks,  etc. 

32,391 

22,812 

11,182 

11,530 

9,448 

131 

Commercial  travellers 

2,573 

1,345 

1,288 

557 

725 

3 

Salesmen 

8,409 

5,  656 

3,232 

2,424 

2,746 

n 

Female 

11,111 

9.045 

3,120 

5.925 

2.048 

13 

Bookkeepers  ; nd 

accountants 

1,869 

1,595 

603 

992 

270 

4 

Clerks  .-nd  copyists 

4,307 

3,792 

1,09  3 

2,693 

1,004 

11 

Saleswomen 

2,157 

1,627 

399 

1,223 

527 

3 

Stenographers  und 

typists 

1,948 

1,743 

916 

832 

200 

- 

Telegraph  and  tele- 

phone operators 

330 

283 

103 

130 

47 

— 
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Table  32 

PER  CENT  DISTRIBUTION  OF  CLERKS  AND  KINDRED  WORKERS  IN  SPECIFIC 
OCCUPATIONS  BY  NATIVITY,  COLOR,  AND  SEX:   1890 


Native  W 

hite 

Foreign 

Born 

Native 

Foreign 

Sex  and  Occupation 

Total 

Total 

Parentage 

Parentage 

White 

Colored 

TOTAL 

100.0 

71.7 

36.5 

35.2 

28.0 

.3 

Male 

100.0 

69.6 

58  .2 

31.3 

30.1 

.3 

Agents  and  collectors 

100.0 

68.0 

49.4 

18.6 

31.9 

.1 

Bookkeepers,  clerks,  etc. 

100.0 

70.4 

34.5 

35.9 

29.2 

.4 

Commercial  travellers 

100.0 

71.7 

50.1 

21.6 

28.2 

.1 

Salesmen 

100.0 

67.2 

38.4 

28.8 

32.7 

.1 

Female 

100.0 

81.4 

28.1 

53 .3 

18.4 

.2 

Bookkeepers  and 

accountants 

100.0 

35.4 

32.3 

53.1 

14.4 

n 

Clerks  and  copyists 

100.0 

78.9 

22.9 

56.0 

20.9 

.2 

Saleswomen 

100.0 

75.4 

13.5 

56.9 

24.5 

.1 

Stenographers  and 

typists 

100.0 

39.7 

47.0 

42.7 

10.3 

- 

Telegraph  and  tele- 

phone operators 

100.0 

85.8 

31.2 

54.6 

14.2 

-52- 


In  1890,  there  were  11  Negro  physicians  and  6  lawyers. 
Professional 

Persons      These,  with  63  musicians  or  teachers  of  music,  3  artists  or 

teachers  of  art,  18  school  teach  ;rs,  and  3  engineers  of  one 
sort  or  another,  made  up  the  104  professional  persons. 

Table  33  shows  the  number  of  professional  persons  by  nativity  or 
color,  and  Table  34  gives  the  percentage  distribution.  The  latter  iable, 
shows  that  Negro  professional  men  constituted  1  per  cent  of  all  profes- 
sional men  in  the  city.  This  is  surprisingly  high,  considering  the  role 
which  was  traditionally  assigned  to  Nogro  men  as  that  of  servants  to  the 
whites.  The  foreign  horn  were  not  represented  in  the  professional  field 
in  numbers  proportionate  to  their  representation  in  the  other  social-eco- 
nomic groups.  It  was  the  native  whites  who  had  the  advantages  of  long 
periods  of  training,  and  of  family  traditions  built  around  education  and 
higher  learning.  These  superior  advantages  fitted  them  to  be  the  profes- 
sional men  in  the  city.  Among  women,  the  first  generation  of  native  born 
shared  the  professional  field  equally  with  those  of  longer  native  strains. 
Foreign  born  women  were  represented  in  about  one-third  of  their  proportion 
of  the  total  working  force,  as  were  Negro  women.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
proportion  of  native  white  women  of  native  parentage  in  the  professions 
was  two  and  one-half  times  their  proportion  of  the  total  working  popu- 
lation. 

There  were  a  few  Negro  businesses  in  1890.  The  doctrine  of 
The 
Proprietor     the  salvation  of  the  Negro  through  more  business  enter- 
Group 

prises  is  not  an  entirely  new  one  in  the  ideologies  of  the 

community.   Richard  R.  Wright,  Jr.,  writing  in  1901,  quotes  from  the  re- 
port of  tho  Atlanta  University  Conferonco  on  "The  Negro  in  Business"   in 
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the  following  maimers 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  place  too  great  stress  upon  the  deep  sig- 
nificance of  business  ventures  among  American  Negroes.  Physical  eman- 
cipation came  in  136?  but  economical  emancipation  is  still  far  off. 
The  great  majority  of  Negroes  are  still  serfs  bound  to  the  soil,  or 
house-servants.  The  nation  which  robbed  them  of  the  fruits  of  their 
labor  for  two  and  one-half  centuries,  finally  set  them  adrift  penni- 
less. It  would  not  have  been  wonderful  or  unprecedented  if  the  freod- 
man  had  sunb  into  sluggish  laziness,  ignorance  and  crime  after  the 
war.  That  he  aid  not  '..holly  is  due  to  his  own  vigor  and  ambition,  and 
the  crusade  of  education  from  the  north.  For  a  I!  . ro  then  to  go  into 
business  means  a  great  deal.  It  is  indeed  a  step  in  social  progress 
worth  measuring.  It  moans  hard  labor,  thrift  in  saving,  a  comprehen- 
sion of  social  movements  and  ability  to  learn  a  new  vocation. 15 

This  writer  voiced  a  cry  that  had  been   raised  as  soon  as  the  bonds   of 

slavery  were  removed,  and  which  has  continued  to  be  the  battle   cry  of  a 

large  group  of  "Race  Leaders"  even  to  the  present  time. 

In  1890,  as  today,  Negroes  were  predominantly  in  the  businesses 
which  required  sr^all  capital  outlay.  Table  35  shows  62  restaurant  and 
saloon  keepers,  and  77  merchants,  dealers,  and  peddlers  out  of  160  male 
proprietors  and  aana^ers.  It  was  only  in  the  restaurant  and  saloon  busi- 
ness that  Negroes  held  anything  like  their  proportion  to  the  total  gainful 
workers!  1.2  per  cant  of  all  restaurant  and  saloon  keepers  were  Nogroes 
compared  to  1.9  per  cent  of  all  gainful  workers. 

Frera  Tables  19  and  20  we  see  that  2.4  per  cent  of  all  Negro  males 
and  only  .3  of  1  per  cent  of  all  Negro  females  were  proprietors,  managers, 
and  officials.  This  situation  was  not  peculiar  to  Negro  women.  No  fomale 
group  had  entered  very  actively  into  this  field,  as  is  shown  by  the  per- 
centages in  Table  20,  and  by  the  numbers  in  Table  35.  Only  892  out  of 
88,083  gainfully  employed  women  were  in  this  field. 


-^Wright ,  op.  cit.,  p.  13. 
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The  12  Negro  government  officials  shown  in  Table  35  indicate  the 
early  period  at  which  Negroes  entered  the  political  field.  Since  there 
was  no  civil  service  law  until  1895  these  positions  must  have  been  gained 
through  political  activity.   (See  quotation  from  G-osnoll,  footnote  2.) 

The  Negro  in  1390,  was  predominantly  a  servant,  working  in  the 
homes  of  wealthy  whites,  in  hotels,  largo  restaurants,  and  on  railroad 
trains.  Almost  one-half  of  the  gainfully  employed  men  and  three-fourths 
(77.1  per  cent)  of  the  gainfully  employed  women  wore  in  this  group.  An 
additional  15,4  per  cent  of  tho  men  wcro  unskilled  laborers.  The  remain- 
ing 37.3  pur  cent  v;ere  distributed  among  occupations  somewhat  higher  in 
tho  social-economic  scale.  For  women,  77.9  per  cent  were  in  servant  and 
unskilled  occupations,  16.1  per  cent  in  semi-skilled  occupations,  and  tho 
romaining  5  per  cent  scattered  through  occupations  requiring  some  skill  or 
professional  training. 
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CHAFTER  V 


OCCUPATIONS  IN  1900 


By  1900  the  number  of  potential  Negro  gainful  workers  (persons  ten 
years  of  age  and  over)  had  increased  to  27,003.  Census  figures  show  that 
17,926  reported  themselves  as  gainful  workers,  13,005  males  and  4,921  fe- 
males. As  shown  in  Table  13,  the  proportion  of  Negro  male  gainful  workers 
had  decreased  from  95  per  cent  in  1890  to  90  per  cent  in  1900.  The  loss  in 
percentage  among  males  was  offset,  to  some  extent,  by  the  increase  in  per- 
centage fomalo  from  37  to  40.  The  female  increase  was  not  enough,  however, 
to  keep  the  total  percentage  from  declining.  Instead  of  71  per  ceni  gain- 
ful Negro  workers  as  in  1890,  there  was  only  66  per  cent  in  1900. 

Coincident  with  the  decrease  in  male  workers  went  a  decrease  in  the 
ratio  of  mal-S  to  females  ten  years  of  age  and  over.  In  1890  there  wore 
139  Negro  males  per  100  Negro  females;  in  1900  there  were  only  117.  Tho 
direct  relationship  between  sex-ratio  and  the  per  cent  of  Negro  male  gain- 
ful workers  holds  for  the  entire  period  of  1890  through  1930.  This  is 
shown  in  Table  37  and  graphically  in  Figure  3. 

The  decrease  in  the  propo. ;  on  of  male  gainful  workers  and  the  in- 
crease in  female  gainful  workers  was  not  peculiar  to  tho  Negro  group.  The 
total  gainful  workers  of  the  city  decreased  from  43.9  to  42.1  for  males  and 
increased  from  10.5  to  11.3  for  females  during  the  ton  yoars.  Over  the 
forty  year  period  the  trend  was  similar  to  that  for  Negroes.  The  close  re- 
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FIGURE  3 


NEGRO  SEX-RATIO  AND  PER  CENT  NEGRO  MALES  GAINFULLY  OCCUPIED 
1690   1930 
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TAE LE  37 


fer  cunt  gainfully  employed  negro  males  and  sex-ratio 

1890  THROUGH  1930 


1890  1900  1910  1920  1930 


Gainful  Workers  95.2  89.5  90.2  90.6  86.4 

Sex-ratio  136.8  116.6  107.3  105.6  97.6 

lationship  between     percentage  gainfully  occupied     males     and     sex-ratio     is 
shown  for  the  total   population   in  Figure  4. 

The  possible  errors  involved  in  using  published  census 
Social-Economic 

Classes   in  1900  tables   on  occupation  to   construct   social-economic   class- 

es are  not  as  serious  for  the  1900  material  as  for  the 
1890,  althc-  h  the  data  is  not  as  detailed  as  might  be  desired.  The  chief 
difficulties  are  encountered  with  such  classifications  as  "other,"  "steam 
railroad  employes,"  "street  railway  employes,"  which  cut  across  all 
social-economic  groups |  "weighers,  gaugers  and  measurers"  in  trade  which 
include  persons  in  clerical  jobs  and  semi-skilled  jobs;  and  "engineers  and 
firemen  (not  locomotive),"  which  might  be  skilled  or  unskilled.  Other  sim- 
ilar cases  bring  the  percentages  of  unclassifiable  occupation  group  to  those 
shown  under  "unknown"  in  Tables  41,  42,  and  43.  The  errors  in  the  case  of 
the  Negro  figures  are  sufficiently  small  so  that  they  affect  the  classifica- 
tion of  males  very  little,  and  that  of  females  not  at  all.  Tables  38,  39, 
and  40  show  the  division  into  social-economic  classes  of  all  gainful  work- 
ers by  nativity  and  race;  Tables  41,  42,  and  43  give  the  percentages  by 
economic   class  for  each   racial  groupj     and  Tables  44,   45,   and     46     give     the 
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FIGGRE  4 


SEX-RATIO  AND  PER  CELT  TOTAL  MALES  GAIIIFULLT  OCCUPIED 
189C  -  1930 
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TaBLE  38 

A  SOCIAL-ECONOMIC  GROUPING  OF  ALL  GAINFUL  WORKERS 
OF  CHICAGO:   1900 


Social 

Native  V 

.hite 

Foreign 
Born 

01 

Economic 

Native 

Foreign 

ther 

Group* 

Total 

Total 

Parentage 

s  Parentage 

White 

Negro 

Races 

TOTAL 

705,382 

355,503 

135,951 

219,572 

330,745 

17,926 

1. 

,188 

(1) 

36,981 

27,126 

15,515 

11,611 

9,060 

775 

20 

(2) 

62,o67 

29,584 

14,551 

15,033 

32,683 

363 

37 

(a) 

1,162 

283 

85 

198 

874 

5 

— 

(b) 

61,505 

29,301 

14,466 

14,835 

31,809 

358 

37 

(3) 

133,:Jl5 

102,065 

43,963 

58,102 

31,102 

665 

83 

(4) 

127,660 

54,157 

17,940 

36,217 

72,848 

646 

9 

(5) 

87,993 

45,205 

13,472 

31,733 

41,094 

1,695 

5 

(6) 

166,836 

55,003 

15,868 

39,135 

97,519 

13,282 

1, 

,032 

(a) 

2,142 

754 

184 

570 

1,375 

12 

1 

(b) 

103,400 

332,275 

8,895 

24,380 

65,687 

4,378 

60 

(c) 

61,294 

20,974 

6,789 

14,185 

30,457 

8,892 

971 

Unknown 

89,324 

42,383 

14,642 

27,741 

46,439 

500 

2 

(1)  Professional  Persons 

(2)  Proprietors,  Managers  and  Officials 

(a)  Farmers  (owners  and  tenants) 

(b)  Proprietors,  managers  and  officials,  (except  farmers] 

(3)  Clerks  and  kindred  workers 

(4)  Skilled  workers  and  Foremen 

(5)  Semi-skilled  workers 

(6)  Unskilled  workers 

(a)  Farm  laborers 

(b)  Other  laborers 

(c)  Servant  classes 
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TABLE  39 


SOCIAL-ECONOMIC  GROUPING  OF  TEE  MALE  GAINFUL 
WORKERS  OF  CHICAGO:   1900 


Social 

Economic 

Group* Total 


Native  White 


(1) 
(2) 

(3) 
(4) 

(5) 
(6) 


(b) 

(c) 

Unknown 


TOTAL    555, 5 15 


_  , Total 
265,073 


Native 
Parent  ag; 

108,008' 


24,741    16,302   10,358 


60,037 

1,162 

58,875 

100,858 

118,756 

45,789 

122,549 

1,952 

101,954 

18,643 


28,357 

283 

28,054 

74,716 

49 ,561 

19,062 

38,722 

725 

32,569 

5 ,  -±08 


14,022 

85 

13,937 

3-x,333 

17,494 

5,620 

11,804 

183 

8,794 

2,827 


Foreign 
Pare  ntaj 

157  ,"085 " 


Foreign 

Born  Other 

White     Negro  Races 


82,785   37,893   13,677 


14,315 

198 

14,117 

39,883 

32,067 

13,442 

26,918 

542 

23,795 

2,581 

24,016 


'6,2  33   13,005   1,184 


7,33^ 

31,326 

874 
30 , 452 

25,515 

68,551 

26,025 


581 

337 

5 

332 

544 

635 

697 


19 
37 
37 
83 
9 
5 


73,065  9,733  1,029 

1,214  12  1 

64,979  4,326  60 

6,872  5,395  968 


44,412 


478 


1) 


(3) 
(4) 
(5) 

(6) 


Prof'  ssional  Persons 

Proprietors,  Managers  and  Officials 

[a)  Farmers  (owners  and  tenants) 

[b)  Proprietors,  managers  and  officials,  (except  farmers] 
Clerks  and  kindred  workers 

Skilled  workers  and  Foremen 
Semi-skilled  workers 
Unskilled  Workers 

(a)  Farm  laborers 

(b)  Other  laborers 

(c)  Servant  classes 
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TABLE  40 

a  SOCIAL-ECONOMIC  GROUPING  OF  FEMALE  GAINFUL 
WORKERS  OF  CHICAGO:  1900 


Social 

Total 

Native  White 

Foreign 

Born 

White 

Negro 

Economic 
Group* 

Total 

Ni  five     Foreign 
Parentage  Parentage 

Other 
Races 

TOIAL 

149 ,867 

90,430 

27,943     62,457 

54,512 

4,921 

4 

[a) 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(a) 
(b) 
(o) 

Unknown 


12,240  10,324  5,157 

2,630  1,247  529 

2,630  1,247  529 

33,057  27,349  9,150 

8,904  4,596  446 

42,210  26,143  7,852 

4-i,287  15,281  4,064 

190  29  1 

1,446  686  101 

42,651  15,556  3,962 

765 


6,539 


4,490 


5,167 

718 

718 

13,219 

4,150 

18,291 

12,217 

28 

565 

11,604 

3,725 


1,721 
1,357 
1,357 
0,587 
4  297 
15,069 


194 
26 
26 

121 
11 

998 


24,454  3,549 

161 

708  52 

23,585  3,497 


2,027 


22 


;(D 
(2) 


(3) 
(4) 

(5) 
(6) 


(b) 

(c) 


Professional  Parsons 

Proprietors,  Managers  and  Officials 

F-rners  (owners  and  tenants) 

Proprietors,  r.&nagers  and  officials,  (except  farmers' 

Clerks  and  kindred  workers 

Skilled  workers  and  Foremen 

Semi-skilled  workers 

Unskilled   workers 

Fan.;  laborers 

Other  laborers 

Servant  classes 
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TABLE  41 

PER  CENT  DISTRIBUTION  EY  SOCIAL-ECONOMIC 
CL.SG  OF  ,,LL  GAINFUL  WORKERS  IN  EACH 
NATIVITY  «HD  R-CE  GROUP:   1900 


5?ci£ 

il 

>mic 

i. -  :ve  W) 

lite 

Foreign 
Born 

Eccnc 

Native 

Foreign 

Other 

Croup* 

I'otal 

Tot  el 

parentage 

Part  ;it  age 

White 

Negro 

Race.s 

TOT^L 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

(1) 

5.2 

7.6 

11.4 

5.3 

p  n 

4.3 

1.7 

(2) 

8.9 

8.4 

10.3 

6.8 

9.9 

2.0 

3.1 

(a) 

.2 

.1 

.1 

.1 

.3 

** 

- 

(b) 

6.7 

8.3 

10.7 

6.7 

9.6 

2.0 

3.1 

(3) 

19.0 

28.7 

32.3 

26.5 

9.4 

3.7 

7.0 

U) 

18.1 

15.2 

12.2 

16.5 

22.0 

3.6 

.8 

(5) 

12.5 

12.7 

9.9 

14.4 

12.4 

9.5 

.4 

(6) 

23.6 

15.5 

11.6 

17 . 9 

29.5 

74.1 

86.8 

(a) 

.3 

.2 

.1 

.3 

.4 

.1 

.1 

(b) 

14.6 

9.4 

6.5 

11.1 

19.9 

24.4 

5.0 

(c) 

8.7 

5.9 

5.0 

6.5 

9.2 

49.6 

81.7 

Unknown 

12.7 

11.9 

10.8 

12.6 

14.1 

2.8 

.2 

:d 


(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6] 


(b] 
(c] 


Professional  Persons 

Proprietors,  Managers  and  Officials 

Farmers  (owners  and  tenants) 

Proprietors,  roanagers  and  officials,  (except  farmers] 

CI  rks  and  kindred  workers 

Skilled  workers  and  Foremen 

Semi-skilled  workers 

Unskilled  workers 

Farm  laborers 

Oth.. r  laborers 

Servant  classes 


Less   than    .1  of   1  p-„r   cent, 
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TABLE  42 

PER  CENT  DISTRIBUTION  BY  SOCLvL-ECONOMIC 
CIA3S  OF  ;,ULE  GAINFUL  WORKERS   IN  EiiCH 
NATIVITY  „ND  RxiCE  GROUP:      1900 


Socis 

il 
>mic 

i "  "  Wj 

lite 

Foreign 
Born 

Econc 

Nt.t  L  73 

F  )reign 

Other 

Group* 

Total 

Total 

Parentage 

Parentage 

i  Whits 

Negro 

Races 

TOT, 

LL 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

(1) 

4.4 

6.3 

9.6 

4.2 

2.7 

1.4 

1.6 

(2) 

10.8 

10.7 

13.0 

9.1 

11.3 

2.5 

3.1 

(a) 

.2 

.1 

.1 

.1 

.3 

** 

- 

(b) 

10.6 

10.6 

12.9 

9.0 

11.0 

2.5 

3.1 

(3) 

18.2 

28.2 

32.3 

25.4 

9.3 

4.2 

7.0 

(4) 

21.4 

18.7 

16.2 

20.4 

24.8 

4.9 

.8 

(5) 

8.2 

7.2 

5.2 

8.6 

9.4 

5.4 

.4 

(6) 

22.1 

14.6 

10.9 

17.0 

26.4 

74.9 

86.9 

(a) 

.3 

.3 

o 

.3 

.4 

.1 

.1 

(b) 

18.4 

12.3 

8.1 

15.1 

23.5 

33.3 

5.1 

(c) 

3.4 

2.0 

2.6 

1.6 

2.5 

41.5 

81.7 

Unknown 

14.9 

14.3 

12.8 

15.3 

16.1 

3.7 

.2 

(1)  Professional  Persons 

(2)  Proprietors,  Li<..nagers  ana  Officials 

(a)  Farmers  (owners  and  tenants) 

(b)  Proprietors,  managers  and  officials,  (except  farmers) 

(3)  01  rks  i^nd  kindred  workers 

(4)  Skilled  work  rs  ..nd  Foremen 

(5)  S-.i-skill  d  workers 

(6)  Unskilled  -corkers 

(a)  Farm  laborers 

(b)  Other  laborers 

(c)  Servant  classes 


Less  than  .1  of  1  per  cent 
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T^BLE  43 

P2R  CENT  DISTRIBUTION  BY  SOCIAL-ECONOMIC 
CL:33   OF  FEi.^LE  GAINFUL  WORKERS   HI  EACH 
NATIVITY  AND  RACE  GROUP:      1900 


Socis 

il 
)mic 

Native 

Viiii  te 

Foreign 

Econc 

Nat  ive 

Foreign 

Other 

Group* 

Total 

Total 

Parent a; 

~e     Parentage 

VJh.it  3 

Negro 

Races 

TOT/ 

LL 

100 

100 

IOC 

IOC 

IOC 

100 

100 

(1) 

8.2 

11.4 

18.5 

8.3 

3.2 

3.9 

25.0 

(2) 

(a) 
(b) 

1.7 

1.4 

1.9 

1.1 

2.5 

.5 

- 

1.7 

1.4 

1.9 

1.1 

2.5 

.5 

- 

(3) 

22.1 

30.2 

32.6 

29.2 

10.2 

2.5 

- 

(4) 

6.0 

5.1 

1.6 

6.6 

7.9 

.2 

- 

(5) 

28.2 

28.9 

28.1 

29.3 

27.6 

20.3 

- 

(6) 

2c. 4 

18.0 

14.6 

19.5 

44.9 

72.2 

V5.0 

(a) 

.1 

XLifL 

** 

** 

.3 

- 

- 

(b) 

.9 

.8 

.4 

.9 

1.3 

1.1 

- 

(c) 

28.4 

17.2 

14.2 

18.6 

43.3 

71.1 

75.0 

Unknown 

4.4 

5.0 

2   7 

6.0 

3.7 

.4 

- 

(?) 

(4) 
(5) 

0 


Professional  Persons 

Proprietors,  „~.ai:ger3  and  Officials 

[a)  F'-r-.iers  (owners  and  tenants) 

[b)  Proprietors,  onagers  tnd  officials,  (except  farmers] 
Clerks  and  kindred  v.orkers 
Skilled  workers  and  Foreran 
Seni-s killed  vorKers 
Unskilled  .vorkors 

(a)  Farn  laborers 

(b)  Other  laborers 

(c)  Servant  classes 


Less  than  .1  of  1  per  cent< 
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percentages  by  nativity  and  race  for  each  social-economic  class, 

A  smaller  percentage  of  Negroes  were  servants  in  1900  than  had  been 
true  in  1890.  A  larger  percentage  were  unskilled  laborers.  ^  Semi-skilled 
workers,  skillod  workers,  and  proprietors,  managers,  and  officials  increas- 
ed somewhat.  An  appreciable  change  took  place  in  Negro  representation  a- 
mong  clerical  work.rs.  In  1890,  1.9  of  all  Negro  gainful  workers  wore  en- 
gaged in  clerical  and  kindred  jobs;  in  1900  the  percentage  had  risen  to 
3.7  per  cent.  Professional  persons  were  1.2  per  cent  in  1890  and  4.3  per 
cent  in  1900. 16 

The  distribution  of  Negro  workers  into  social-economic  classes  dif- 
fered considerably  from  that  of  the  foreign  born  whites.  A  greater  propor- 
tion of  Negroes  were  professionals.  About  10  per  cent  of  all  Negro  workers 
were  semi-skilled  workers  and  only  about  4  per  cent  skilled,  whereas,  for 
foreign  born  whites  the  percontagos  were  12  and  22  respectively.  About  4 
per  cont  of  the  Negro  workors  wcro  in  clerical  positions  and  2  pur  cent  in 
propriotary  and  managerial  positions.  About  10  per  cent  of  tho  foreign- 
born  workors  were  in  each  of  these  classes.  Moro  than  70  per  cent  of  tho 
Negro  gainful  workers  were  unskilled,   contrasted  with  foreign-born  whites, 

The  change  in  percentage  unskilled  workers  from  1890  to  1900  is 
undoubtedly  affected  by  the  more  detailed  listing  of  unskilled  occupations 
and  the  consequent  reduction  of  the  persons  whose  social-economic  class  is 
unknown.  For  this  reason,  it  is  unwise  to  place  too  much  significance  upon 
the  magnitude  of  tho  change.  It  is  truu,  however,  that  thoro  was  some  real 
increase  in  tho  proportion  of  unskilled  workers. 

16Tho  increase  here  must  also  be  viewed  with  great  caution.  Some 
of  tho  increase  is  undoubtedly  fictional,  being  due  to  moro  detailed  list- 
ing in  1900. 
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TABLE 44 

PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  BY  R.^CE  kND  NATIVITY 
GROUP  OF  ALL  GAINFUL  ;,'ORKLRS  IK  EaCH  SOCIO- 
ECONOMIC CLASS:   1300 


Socii 

il 

>mic 

)* 

Total 

Native  Wh: 

i.te 

Foreign 

Born 

White 

Negro 

Econc 
Grouj 

Total 

Native 
Parentage 

Foreign 
Parentage 

Other 
Races 

TOTAL 

100 

50.4 

19.5 

31.1 

46.9 

2.5 

Q 

(1) 

100 

75.4 

42.0 

51.4 

24.4 

2.1 

.1 

(2) 

(a) 
(b) 

100 
100 

100 

47.2 
24.4 
47.6 

25.2 

7.5 

25.5 

24.0 
17.1 
24.1 

52.1 
75.2 
51.7 

.6 
.4 
.6 

.1 
.1 

(3) 

100 

76.2 

52.8 

45.4 

25.2 

.5 

.1 

(4) 

100 

42. -i 

14.0 

28.4 

57.1 

.5 

** 

(5) 

100 

51.4 

15.5 

56.1 

46.7 

1.9 

** 

(6) 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 

100 
100 
ICO 
100 

55.0 
55.2 

34.2 

9.5 

8.6 

8.7 

11.0 

25.5 
26.6 
25.5 
25.2 

58.4 

64.5 
55.  5 

8.0 

.5 

4.2 

14.6 

.6 
** 

.1 
1.5 

*(D 

Professions 

1  Persons 

** 


[2)  Proprietors,   IJanag-^rs  and  Officials 

(a)  Fanners    (owners  and  tenants) 

(b)  Proprietors,   managers  and  officials,    (except  farmers' 
(5)  Clerks   and  kindred  workers 

(4)  Skilled  workers  and  Foremen 

(5)  Seini-skilled  workers 

(6)  Unskilled      wcrkerd 

(a)  Farm  .1   bor;  rs 

(b)  Other  laborers 

(c)  Servant  classes 

rLess  than   .1  of  1  oer   cent. 
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TaBLE  45 
PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  3Y  K,,C::  RnCE  aND 

nativity  group  of  male  gainful  workers  in  e~ch  social- 
economic  CL.-J33:  1900 


Social 

Total 

Native  White 

Foreign 
Born 
V.I.  it  e 

Negro 

Economic 
Group* 

Total 

Native     Foreign 
Parentage  Parentage 

Other 
Races 

TOTAL 

ICO 

47.7 

19.4       28.3 

49.7 

2.4 

.  2 

(1)  100  67.9  41.9  26.0 

(2)  ICO  47.2  23.4  23.8 

(a)  ICO  24.4  7.3  17.1 

(b)  100  47.6  23.7  23.9 

(3)  100  74.1  34.6  39.5 

(4)  100  41.7  14.7  27.0 

(5)  100  41.7  12.3  29.4 

(6)  100  31.6  9.5  22.0 

(a)  100  37.2  9.4  27.8 

(b)  100  32.0  6.6  23.4 

(c)  100  29.0  15.2  13.8 


(1)  Professional  Persons 

(2)  Proprietors,  Managers  and  Officials 

(a)  Farmers  (owners  and  tenants) 

(b)  Proprietors,  managers  and  officials,  (except  farmers] 

(3)  Clerks  ana.  kindred  workers 

(4)  Skilled  workers  _nd  Foremen 

(5)  Semi-skilled  workers 

(6)  Unskilled   uorkars 

(a)  Farm  laborers 

(b)  Other  laborers 

(c)  Servant  classes 

♦♦ 

Less  than  .1  of  1  per  cent. 


29.7 

2.3 

.1 

52.2 

.5 

.1 

75.2 

.4 

- 

51.7 

.6 

.1 

25.3 

.5 

.1 

57.7 

.6 

** 

56.8 

1.5 

** 

59.5 

8.0 

.8 

62.2 

.6 

** 

53.7 

4.2 

.1 

35.9 

28.9 

5.2 
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TV3LE  46 

PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  BY  IL-.CE  «ND  NATIVITY 
GROUP  OF  FEMALE  GAINFUL  WORKERS  HI  E*CH  SO- 
CIAL-ECONOMIC CLJ3S:   1900 


Socii 

il 
5mic 

Netive  mi 

ite 

Foreign 
Born 

Econc 

Native 

Foreign 

Other 

Group* 

Total 

Total 

Parentage 

Pg 

rentags 

Whit  e 

Negro 

Races 

TOT, 

LL 

100 

60.3 

18.6 

41.7 

36.4 

3.3 

** 

(1) 

100 

84.3 

42 . 1 

42.2 

14.1 

1.6 

** 

(2) 

(n\ 

100 

47 . 4 

20.1 

27.3 

51 . 6 

1.0 

- 

(b) 

100 

47.4 

20.1 

27.3 

51.6 

1.0 

- 

(3) 

100 

82.7 

27.6 

55.1 

16.9 

.4 

- 

(4) 

100 

51.6 

5.0 

46. 6 

48.3 

.1 

- 

(5) 

100 

61.9 

18.6 

43.3 

35.7 

2.4 

- 

(6) 

100 

36.8 

9.2 

27.6 

55.2 

8.0 

** 

(a) 

100 

15.3 

.5 

14.8 

84.7 

- 

- 

(b) 

100 

47  •  4 

7.0 

40.4 

49.0 

3.6 

- 

(c) 

ICO 

36.5 

9.3 

27.2 

55.3 

8.2 

** 

* 

(1)  Professional  Persons 

(2)  Proprietors,  Managers  and  Officials 

(a)  Farmers  (owners  end  tenants) 

(b)  Proprietors,  managers  end  officials,  (except  farmers] 

(3)  Clerks  end  kindred  workers 

(4)  Skilled  workers  end  Foremen 

(5)  Semi-skill(  d  workers 

(6)  Unskilled  \/orksra 

(a)  Farm  laborers 

(b)  Other  labori  rs 

(c)  Serv .nt  classes 

Less  than  .1  of  1  per  cent. 
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less  than  40  per  cent  of  whom  were  unskilled. ^  The  disparity  between  the 
distribution  of  Negro  workers  in  the  social-economic  scale  and  the  native 
white  workers  is  even  more  marked  than  that  between  Negro  and  foreign-born 
workers.  Less  than  30  per  cent  of  the  native  white  workers  were  unskilled, 
and  more  than  5  per  cent  were  professionals. 

Figure  5  shows  graphically  the  division  of  Negroes,  of  native 
whites,  and  of  foreign-born  whites  into  social -economic  classes. 

By  1900  the  proportion  of  Negroes  in  the  servant  classes  had 
Servant 

Classes,    begun  to  decrease.   The  decline  has  continued  to  the  present 
1900 

time,   resulting  in  a  change  from  54  per  cent  in  1890  to  36  per 

cent  in  1930.  In  1900,  50  per  cent  of  all  Nogro  workers  were  in  the  ser- 
vant occupations s  42  per  cent  of  the  males  and  71  per  cent  of  the  females. 
The  other  dark  races  (Chinese,  Japanese,  etc.)  constituted  the  only  group 
which  had  a  larger  percentage  of  its  workers  in  the  servant  classes  than 
did  the  Negro  group.  This  was  due  to  the  large  number  of  laundrymen  among 
the  Chinese.  (3ee  Table  47.)  Eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven  of  the  1,188 
gainful  workers  in  other  races  were  laundorers. 

In  1900  Negroes  represented  2  per  cent  of  the  population  ten  years 
of  ago  and  ever.  They  were  2.5  per  cent  of  all  gainful  workers.  Among 
servant  classes  they  were  still  far  out  of  their  proportion,  constituting 
15  per  cent.  Among  males  they  wcro  29  per  cont  of  the  servant  classes,  and 
among  fomalos  8  per  cent.  Negroes  had  increased  in  their  proportion  of  tho 
sorvant  classos  from  11  per  cent  in  1890  to  15  par  cent  in  1900.  Foroign- 
born  whitos  continued  to  supply  a  largo  portion  of  the  servant  classes,  37 

A'A  wide  margin  is  left  to  take  care  of  any  error  caused  by  the 
large  percentage  of  unknowns. 
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G^ETUL  'WORKERS 
m  SOCIAL-ECONOMIC  GROUP  -  1900  FIGURE  5 

Nativo  .^itfl   Foreign  Born  White      Negro 


TOTAL 


□ 


_.i 


n 


r-L, 

1                                1 

L 

Male 


Femaxe 


n 


1.  Professional  Persons 

2.  Proprietors,  Managers  and  Officials 

3.  7-lerka  and  Kindroi  Y.'.  rkers 


4.  Skilled  '.Workers  and  Foremen 
54  Semi-skilled  Workers 
6.  Unskilled  ".,'orkers 


-75- 


per  cent  of  all  male  servants  and  55  per  cent  of  all  female  servants. 

Table  47  gives  the  job  distribution  of  the  persons  employed  in  ser- 
vant occupations.  In  1900,  as  in  1890,  house  servants  and  waiters  made  up 
the  bulk  of  the  servant  classes.  Thirty-five  per  cent  of  all  male  gainful 
workers  and  52  per  cent   of  all  female  gainful  workers  were  in  this  group. 

Negro  mal 'S  furnished  core  than  half  of  the  bootblacks,  one-third 
of  the  house  servants  and  waiters,  one-sixth  of  all  janitors  and  sextons. 
Negro  females  comprised  one-seventh  of  all  laundresses.  (See  Table  48.) 
Table  47  shows  that  Negroes  furnished  the  second  largest  group  of  males  in 
the  servant  classes,  while  Negro  females  constituted  the  smallest  group  in 
the  sorvant  classes.  Men  arc  not  by  tradition  servants,  and  tho  total  num- 
ber of  male  servants  was  sufficiently  small  for  Negroes  to  be  an  important 
factor.  Among  the  servant  classes,  42,651  were  females.  All  Negro  females 
ten  years  of  age  and  over  in  the  city  numbered  only  12,468  and  the  number 
of  gainful  v.orkers  only  4,921. 

Unskilled  laborers  remained  the  second  largest  group  of  Negro 
Unskilled 
Laborers     workers  in  1900.   More  than  24  per  cent  of  all  Negro  gainful 

workers  were  unskilled  laborers.  The  total  unskilled  workers, 
servants,  and  laborers,  were  74  per  cent  of  all  Negro  workers.  This  repre- 
sented an  increase  of  8  per  cent  in  the  proportion  of  Negroes  engaged  in 
unskilled  work  from  1890  to  1900.  The  increase  was  due  to  the  large  in- 
crease in  laborers.  From  12  per  cent  in  1890,  laborers  increased  to  24  per 
cent  in  1900. -^   This  large  increase  in  laborers  was  due  to  a  great  extent 

■^As  has  been  indicated,  the  change  is  probably  not  as  great  as 
here  shown.  The  18.5  per  cent  of  occupations  in  1890  for  which  the  social- 
economic  class  is  unknown  would  undoubtedly  raise  the  proportion  of  un- 
skilled workers  and  laborors  in  that  year. 
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TABLE  47 
SERVANT  CLASSES  BY  NATIVITY,   COLOR,  AND  SEXs     1900a 

Sex     and  Native  Yfliite Foreign 

Occupation  NativQ  Foreign       Born  Other 
Total       Total  Parentage  Parentage  White         Nep;ro         Race3 

TOTAL 
Male 


61,294 

20,574 

6,789 

14,185 

30,457 

8,892 

971 

18,643 

5,408 

2,827 

2,581 

6,872 

5,395 

968 

Bootblacks  202  38  15  23  53  111 
Janitors  and 

Sextons  4,023  998  537  461  2,333  686       1 

Launderers  2,093  559  354  305  534  44     856 
Servants  and 

Waiters  11,674  3,326  1,760  1,566  3,723  4,514     111 

Others  651  387  161  226  224  40 


Female        42,651  15,566   3,962    11,504   23,585   3,497 

Laundresses   5,636  2,488 
Servants  and 

Waitresses  35,340  12,714       3,320 

Janitors  and 

Sextons                333  121 

Others                      3'r2  243 


511 

1,977 

3,229 

918 

1 

3,320 

9,394 

20,083 

2,541 

2 

36 

85 

193 

19 

•  • 

95 

148 

80 

19 

... 

aThe  error  involved  in  solecting  the  occupations  which  belong  to 
the  servant  classes  is  ens-ill  p  The  category  "other"  is  the  only  ioubtful 
one.  Assuming  that  none  of  this  group  falls  into  the  servant  classes  as 
shown  in  this  tabic  tho  maximum  porcontago  of  error  in  the  totals  for  the 
group  would  bos 

Native   ujhite Foreign 

Native  Foreign"  Born  Other 

Total        Total       Parentage       parentage       White  Negro       Races 

Male  3.5  7.2  5.7  8.8  3.3  .7 

Female  .8  1.6  2.4  1.3  .3  .5 
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T>a3LE  48 

PER  CENT  DISTRIBUTION  OF  SEfiViJuT  CLr.SSLS  BY  NATIVITY, 
COLOR  «ND  SEX:      1900 


Native 

White 

Foreign 
Born 

Sex  and 

Native 

Foreign 

Other 

Occupation 

Total 

Total 

Parents 

ge  Parentage 

White 

Negro 

Races 

Total 

100.0 
100.0 

'  34.2 

11.0 

23.2 

49.7 

14.6 

1.5 

Male 

29.0 

13.2 

13.8 

36.9 

28.9 

5.2 

Bootblacks 

10C.0 

18.3 

7.4 

11.4 

26.2 

55.0 

_ 

Janitors  and 

sextons 

100.0 

2^i.8 

13.3 

11.5 

58.1 

17.1 

* 

Launderers 

100.0 

31.5 

16.9 

14.6 

25.5 

2.1 

■40.9 

Servants  and 

waiters 

100.0 

28.5 

15.1 

13.4 

31.9 

38.7 

.9 

Other 

100.0 

59.4 

24.7 

34.7 

34.4 

6.2 

Female 

100.0 

36.5 

9.3 

27.2 

55.3 

8.2 

* 

Laundresses 

100.0 

37.5 

7.7 

29.8 

48.7 

13.8 

* 

Servants  and 

waitresses 

100.0 

37 . 0 

9.4 

26.6 

56.8 

7.2 

* 

Janitors  and 

sextons 

1C0.0 

36.3 

10.8 

25.5 

58.0 

5.7 

- 

Other 

100.0 

71.1 

27.8 

x3.3 

23.4 

5.5 

Less   than   .1  of   1   per   cent 
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to  the  forceful  entrance   of  Negro  workers   into  the  stockyards.   Prior  to 

the  90's  there  had  been  very  few  Negroes   in  the  slaughtering  and  packing 

industries,  but  between  1890  and  1900,  several  strikes  had  been  staged, 

forcing  Negro  labor  into  the  yards  as  strike  breakers; 

Just  as  the  Poles  had  been  used  in  1880  so  wore  the  Negroes  in  1894 
and  1895  used  as  strike-breakers,  and  then  for  the  first  time,  together 
with  the  Polos,  incurred  the  animosity  of  the  unions.  Later  the  labor 
unions,  recognizing  tho  pov/or  of  the  Negro  and  Polo  as  strike-broakors 
invited  thorn  into  the  unions.   Thoy  joined  in  large  numbers.^" 

Specific  unskilled  jobs  can  bo  traced  more  accurately  than  can  bo 
the  whole  class  of  unskilled  laborers,  because  of  the  error  due  to  unknown 
social-economic  class.  Male  "unspecified  laborers"  increased  from  850  in 
1890  to  2,251  in  1900,  an  increase  of  165  per  cent,  whereas  the  Negro  popu- 
lation itself  increased  111  per  cent.  Draymen,  huckmen,  and  teamsters  in- 
creased from  234  in  1890  to  557  in  1900,  an  increase  of  138  per  cent.  In 
1890,  laborers  were  12  per  cent  of  all  male  Negro  workers,  and  draymen  3 
per  cent.  In  1900,  laborers  were  17  per  cent  and  draymen  4  per  cent.  In 
1900,  there  were  1,360  porters  and  helpers  in  stores.  These  three  groups 
made  up  the  bulk  of  the  unskilled  workers  among  Mogroes.  Table  49  givos 
the  distribution  of  unskilled  laborers  by  specific  job  performed.  Nogro 
laborers  wore  4  per  cent  of  all  laborers  in  1900  compared  with  2  per  cont 
in  1890.  Table  50  gives  the  percentage  distribution  by  nativity  and  race 
for  persons  in  unskilled  laboring  jobs.  It  can  be  seen  from  this  table 
that  foreign  born  whites  continued  to  control  the  unskilled  occupations, 
although  to  a  somevhat  smaller  extent  than  in  1890.  In  1890,  73  per  cent 
of  all  laborers  were  foreign  born  whites.   By  1900  thoy  had  been  ro- 


19Horbst,  op.  cit.,  p.  29  ff. 
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T^BLB   49 
UNSKILLED  LnUORERS  BY  NATIVITY",   R~CE  AND  SZZ:      1900 


Sex  and 
Occupation 

Total 


Native  White 


Foreign 

Born 


LJutive     Foreign    Born         Other 
Total   Total  Parentage  Parentage  'white   Negro  Races 


103,400 


,275    6, 6^5 


2,*,  380    65,687   4,378  60 


Male 


L01 ,  9  O  £   32  ,  Jc9 


23,7i5 


64,979   4,526   60 


agricultural 
Industries 
Lumbermen, 
woodchoppers , 

etc. 


267 


133 


133 


Domestic  ana  Per- 
sonal Servic . 
Laborers  (net 
specified)      73,597   16,331 

Trade  -nd  Trans- 


portation. 

Dr .  yms n ,  ha  c km e  n , 

teamsters,  etc.  23,203  12,611 
Hostlers  1,38C  635 
Porters  and 

helpers  in 

stores  2,773     612 


:,675 
SIC 


213 


569 


52,955      2,251      60 


10,035  557 

656  89 


801      1,360 


Manufacturii 


:Ild 


Mechanical 
Industry:  s 
Fishermen  -.nd 

oystermen 
Miners  and 

quarryme:. 
Wb-itewashers 


116 


337 
309 


i3 


11 


32 

75 

- 

- 

57 

139 

14 

_ 

35 

185 

54 

— 

Female 


1,446 


161 


'08 


Domestic  and  Per- 
sonal Service 
Laborers 

(not  specified) 


1,446 


686 


101 


585 


708 


52 
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Tr-.3LE  50 


KiB  CENT  DISTRIBUTION  OF  UNSKILLED  LkBORFUS  BY  NaTIVTTY, 
Ha.CE,  iiND  SEX:   1900 


Native  White        Foreign 


Sex  and  Native     Foreign    Born        Other 

Occupation Total   Totul  Parentage  Parentage  White  Negro  Races 


Total 

100.0 

32 .2 

8.7 

23 

.5 

63.5 

4.2 

.1 

Hale 

100.0 

32.0 

6.6 

23 

.4 

63.7 

4.2 

.1 

Agricultural 
Industrie  s 


Lumbermen , 

woodchoppers, 

etc.  100.0    49.8   28.1        31.7      49.8    .4 

Domestic  and  Per- 


sonal  Service 


Laborers  (not 
specified)        100.0    24.9    5.9        19.0      71.9   3.1 

Trade  and  Trans- 
portat  ion 
Draymen ,  hackraen , 

teamsters,  etc. 
Hostlers 
Porters  and 

helpers  in 

stores 

Manufacturing  and 
Mechanical 
Industries 


1C0.0 

54.4 

15.9 

38.5 

43.2 

2.4 

100.0 

46.0 

22.5 

23.5 

47.5 

6.5 

100.0 

22.1 

8.8 

12.3 

28.9 

49.0 

Fishermen  and 

oystermm 

100.0 

36.4 

9.3 

27.1 

63.6 

- 

Miners  and 

quarrymen 

100.0 

50.2 

31.6 

18.6 

45.3 

4.5 

v.hitewashcrs 

10G.0 

2;..  6 

11.3 

11.3 

59.9 

17.5 

Female 

100.0 

47.4 

7.0 

.0.4 

49.0 

3.6 

Domestic  and  Per- 

sonal Service; 

Laborers 

(not  specified) 

100.0 

47.4 

7.0 

40.4 

49.0 

3.6 

" 
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duced  to   64  per   cent.        The   foreign     born  loss  was  absorbed     by  the  native- 
white   of  foreign  parentage  and  the  Negro. 

There  v,ere   1,695  Negro   semi-skilled     workers   in   1900  as  a- 
Scmi-skilled 
Y/orkcrs  gainst  72      in   1890.        Ten     per   cent      of  all  Negro     workers 

were      semi-skilled     in  1900,      compared  with     8  per  cent   in 

1890.        Negroes  were  2  par   cent   of   all  semi-skilled  workers   in  1900,      as  a- 

gainst   1  per   cent   in  1S90.        The   foreign-born     whites  had  lost   somewhat      in 

semi-skilled   jobs     and  had   fallon     from  52  per   cent     to  47  per   cent      of  the 

workers      in  this   group.        First  generation  native  whites  made   up  the   second 

largest   group,      yet  they  had   lost      in  their  proportion     of  the  semi-skilled 

workers   from  15   per   cent    in   1890  to   9   in  1900. 

Tablo  51  shows  the  individual  job  distribution  of  the  semi-skilled 
workers  and  Table  52  gives  the  percentage  distribution  by  race  and  nativi- 
ty. From  Table  51  we  sse  that  Negroes  remained  for  the  most  part  concen- 
trated in  a  few  of  the  semi-skilled  occupations.  Barbers  and  hairdressers 
still  held  the  lead  with  362  of  the  697  male  semi-skilled  workers.  In 
1890,  there  had  been  229  barbers  and  hairdressers  out  of  411  semi-skilled 
workers.  Bartenders  increased  from  91  to  116.  Very  few  gains  wore  notice- 
able in  manufacturing  and  mechanical  industries.  Tobacco  and  cigar  factory 
operatives  increased  from  33  to  40;  leather  curriers  and  tanners  decreased 
from  4  to  1;  brick  and  tile  makers  remained  at  8  for  both  periods;  bakers 
increased  from  13  to  14. 

Among  ■;; omen,  gains  in  number  of  workers  were  noted  in  Several  occu- 
pations. Dressmakers,  seamstresses,  and  milliners  increased  from  232  to 
556;     boarding     and   lodging  house   keepers     from  31  to   104;      nurses  end  mid- 


-82- 


i     •   - — i    i 


i     i     i     i     i     i     i 


o  cs 


w  a  i1  o  01  n 

O   H    H   H  CVJ 


■^    CM   r-i    r-l    ^      I     CO 


OPUS: 
Pq 


lO    H    J    Ol    N    O 


CO     tO     O     CT>     •■#     O     rH 

M   H    W    tO    Ol   W    ifi 
r-l    CM    LO    rH  CM    O 


•<#  en  o  cm  ■* 
cr>  ^-f  to  cm  o> 


O    st1    LO    I>    CM    rH    CD 


O   CO   LO    O    tO    H   CM 

00)     NrlH     CO     r( 
r-l  O     rH     CM     LO     CO 


u  tO    CO   CM    o 

LO 

CD 

CM   rH 

CO 

C^ 

r-l      H 

i  ■;>  O  O  a 

00 

(M 

•4>     rH 

LO 

LO 

r-l      O 

*   H    M   ^f   w 

cr> 

CO 

CM   CO 

CM 

CM 

•o  CO 

> 

CO 

a 

u 

n 

o 

a 

0) 

x! 

co 

tn 

Stf 

H 

0 

a 

ra 

CO 

u 

^ 

E-i 

CD 

t>D 

CO     CO 

T3 

C 

U      rC) 

id 

3 

•H 

to    <u    u 

cj 

D  "-1  3  0)  -H 

.Q  -P  rH  CO  TJ  g 

r-l  f-l  CO  J-l  rH  © 

CO  CO  O  Z3  O  43 


n  o 


u   a   co   co  ij 

>,    CD  S-1     f-i    h 

fH    "3     CO     CD     CD     O 


0) 

EJ 

fn 

Jrf 

i=j 

? 

CO 

CD 

3 

u 

0 

J3 

rH 

6 

s 

CO 

CD 

CO 

Ai 

+3 

CO 

M 

CD 

O 

-P 

* 

X 

a 

a 

H 

O 

O 

O 

0 

n 

cq 

m 

pq 

ff) 

m 

m 

cq 

-83- 


i  i  i  i  i 


i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i 


u  o 
o  m 

fn 


I  (D  H  O  H  I  H  H   I 


01  O  M  CO  01  ^  CU 

in  co  ai  o  "*  in  co 

rH  00       W  rH  rH 


^Hincna^Ou"^ 
OffllOO  CO  CO  LO  CM  to 

CM  rH     C-  r-\    rH     rH 


CD 

•  •;< 

c- 

o 

t> 

^H 

ID 

O 

CM 

0.1 

'XI 

•D 

cm 

CM 

rH 

to 

■■O  C\!  CTl  -X)  tO  'O  H  CM 
O  CO  C-  IO  00  01  CM  O 
t1    CO    O   rH    SO   M   (O   H 


w 

to 

rH 

j=i 

rH 

CO 

(H 

u 

CO 

CO 

H 

CO 

'J) 

o 

Jjl 

B 

CO 

o 

+2 

CO 

-P 

TO 

1<J 

e 

CD 

rH 

+: 

co 

nd 

CD 

i-1 

xi 

CD 

ri 

X) 

d  a  w  co 


rH 

. 

03 

0 

u 

CD 

xi 

CD 

rH 

^ 

O 

■P 

t3 

4H 

-P 

Cj 

3 

3 

CO 

U 

PQ 

m 

o 

EH 

:0   -4<    CM   a>  CVI     I    i— i     t       I       I     rH      I 

o  o  in  en 


•^  o>  ■*  m       HiM^inotooH 
cm  o  -o  o        in  cr>  -^  m  m  rH  o-  to 

rH  CO  ^  O      r— I  CM  CM  CM 


CTi  CM  CM  -,0 

u)  CM  ^  0.2 
r-l  LO  O  C> 


NiOtO^fiHHO 

oHtnioncototD 


O    'fffl      I       I     00    CO    LO 


LO    CO    O 

o  co  o 

CM    CM    CO 


ud  o  m 

CM 


C-Orl^tOOl^lfi 

toojcncocococno 
oa  to  o  <# 


LO  rH   rO   CM         o  CM  <o  a>   to   cm  in  to 
O   in   tO    00  CMrHCOCOCOOtDO 

<#     rH     CJ>     t>  *HH    <£>     O  rH     O     rH 


W  CD  CO  f-i 

»1  Cl  J)  J 

fn  -H  ^  CO  +j 

CD  Tj  CD  CD  O 

XJ  S-<  CO  CO  CO 

SH  CO  3  rH  Vl 

co  o  o  d  d 

CD  up  M  g  C 


rH 

X) 

B 

r« 

^ 

o 

CO 

o 

eq 

pq 

^-^  CX,     rH       rH 

CO      CD      CD 

co    co  6    cj   M 


CO      CO     CD     CD     O    -P 
S      S    X)    rH     ©     CD 


X      «    -P     Ci     Ci     rH 


-84- 


i     i     i     i     i     i     i 


O      I        I        I     H   M    Ol 


01      '    IB   rl  H   iO   CO 

iH  t-i  m  ■#  o  m  ri 

CO   C>J  rl   CO 


to  to  'xi  en  en  to  m 

(BMiOlBMOO 

■•"  m  h  to  o 


k0     O       J1     O     rl     rl     CM 

o  to  cm  to  in  01  co 

OJ     O     rl     rl     CM     -J4     ^" 


+^1 
3 


•H 

>4 

a. 

g 

e 

CO 
U 

bD 

Q 

(4 

s 

.:  ■; 

CO 

•H 

u 

0 

fn 

-p 

CD 

-p 

d 

-^ 

•H 

•H 
O 

•p 

§ 

X] 

•rl 

co 

CO 

» 

rd 

t; 

fH 

rl 

.J 

0 

m 

A) 

>■{ 

id 

T3 

M 

d 

>> 

cj 

CD 

W 

CD 

a 

rl 

M 

•rl 

co 

> 

-rl 

cd 

-P 

rH 

0 

-p 

to 

0 

H 

u 

rl 

O 

3 

•H 

a 

O 

M 

K 

i-l 

^ 

s 

I  1      1      1      1      I       I    cO  III  III 


rl  N    CO       I       ^     «         I      H  ■#        I      rl  N     rH       I 


r-i         -i>  in  o  o>  o>    cm  -f         M  o>  H         CO  ■#  -d* 
co        ^  -11  w  m  w  ri  en       co  co  cm       w^ho 

%«m  CM      CM     rl  lO     rl     10  O  rH 


in        ri  h    f  co  o  o>  ■*        o  co  o       -n^Hco 

CO  LO   O    iO    CO   rl    to    •&  O    CM    ^  CM    ^J*   CM 

r-ICO  C\2     rl     rl  CO  <#  "#  rl 


■Zi 


CT>    C7> 
-V  CO 

w  m 


CO    >    rl    01 


r4     -4 

ft  s 


d 

a 

CO 

a 

rl 

CD 

03 

§ 

CQ 

CD 

O 

m 

J3 

-P 

CO 

Cj 

M 

d 

-d 

U 

ci 

O 

CD 

m    a 

0 

rl 

CQ 

rl 

CQ 

rl 

3 

3 

-p 

j5 

CD 

CQ 

U 

CQ 

•H 

r) 

u 

ft 

In 

rl 

ft 

0 

a 

CQ 

r< 

m 

CQ 

0 

CD 

CO 

=3 

<i-i 

d 

0 

rl 

Q 

Si 

CD 

CI 

m 

0 

O 

CO 

d 

<n 

•H 

>D 

-« 

u 

M 

d 

•H 

d 

m 

p! 

-P 

rl 

0 

a 

CO 

CJ 

d 

fn 

d 

a) 

+3 

CQ 

O 

rl 

S 

^ 

£; 

en 

CQ 

ft 

Pi 

92 

CJ 

0 

a 

1) 

■  ^ 

u 

•H 

CO 

CO 

CD 

CD 

CD 

Al 

•p 

•rl 

rl 

ft 

O 

CD 

£> 

-P 

CQ 

CQ 

> 

IT) 

a 

p 

■P 

-p 

CD 

rl 

CD 

U 

O 

Pi 

CQ 

0 

O 

rl 

u 

-p 

a 

H 

ft 

rl 

O 

-  i 

rl 

O 

0 

CD 

CJ 

•H 

a 

0 

O 

O 

n 

« 

<c3 

O 

Cj 

K 

K 

rl 

3 

3 

fU 

-85- 


i  i  i  i  i  i  i 


i  i  i  i  i  i  i 


i  h  n  i  en  i 


en  to  co 


CO  CM 
CD  o 

CD  r-\ 


"#  CO  O  'O  rl  O 

f  00  W  i)  C-  Ol 

rH  CO  r-\     rH 


CO  •* 
CM  cm 

CO   r-l 


>  -p 

c! 


ld   to  co  h  o  co  in  m  n 

CO     ,_|  -..o  rH  CM  CM  CO     ^-i 


cm  o  o  en  o 


S  o 


T3 

+5 

d 

o 

o 

• — ' 

LO 

CO 
CD 

co 

■H 

h 

H 

-P 

w 

i3 

1 

ci 

rt 

H 

p 

r-( 

o 

o 

i^> 

■H 

fn 

to 

O 

U 

-P 

O 

O 

.) 

7J 

r 

el 

-i 

a) 

S 

60 

r) 

Ph 

Z_' 

o 

O 

o 

■H 

-j 

•;j 

^ 

'id 

-P 

:' 

O 

o 

r-j 

-•i 

ty 

ft 

■H 

O 

ci 

Cm 

« 

M 

HHrlrlHJOHH 


fH 

CO     d 
!H   .M 


>  s 


r    6 

S     03 


CO    <T>    'sr1    O    O    O    r-H    CO 

(O   H  in   rl  «   Oi   (B  rl 

H     HrllOrlrl  rH 


CT>    CO    Cvi    CO    CO    (T>    CM    CO  O    -sH 

cn  en  oi  o-  o  to  <-A  -j<        CO  o 

tO     rH     CM    CO     CM     CO     rH     rH  C7>rH 


P      I)     CO     O 

cr-   a   o  -p 


a    3   co  -ri   cn 

U     O     0)    -p    cm 


fH     *M 

•h    n 

ft  t3 

')        1 

£5    <H 

O     Ci 

On    60 

d 

O    -H 

ft    0) 

CD 

O 

rH      6p 

Ci      H 

O    •-!     '/I    H     rl     J)    -H 


ft  T}      Dtirl      O     rH     T~) 


M      CO      O     rH 


co  -a    o   w 


O    rH     e- 


o 

H 

6    I)    o 

> 

ci 

u 

+3 

rH       O 

•rH 

<& 

-p 

CD       » 

'. : 

-P 

a 

f-l     -H      O 

-P 

fn 

CO 

X)   rH 

cq 

U 

> 

ft  -p    n 

60   W   .Q 

n 

CD 

j 

S 

XI    -H 

;-/? 

■H 

o 

ft 

ft 

3 

=>     ••• 

CD 

jj 

3    0)     O 

a 

o 

j 

W  CQ 

'  i 

CO 

CO 

tO   lH   E-i 

rt 

^ 

co 

O       O       g       O     r-\ 


>3  ;o  CO  Eh  Eh 


00    •■£>    rH    CT>    CM    C- 
O    M    O    «tf<    CM    C- 


n  to  h  ^  n 


c- 


c;  o  ^t  to  rH  c- 


10  •* 
co  co 


co  in  o  h  w  in  01 


rH   is  «  w 


^  CO   Oi    CO    [>  o   ^ 


v 


CT> 

D-    O    '.£> 

•*    O 

C\J 

CO 

CO 

lO    ID    0~> 

O   --( 

o- 

•  -) 

CM 

rH  cm  cm 

to  CO 

rH 

CM 

O 

^  n  co 

O    •£> 

CM 

rO 

O 

en  en  CO 

«>    tO 

r-t 

-H 

W 

^  co  ^ 

tn  in 

•tf 

C- 

Pi     Ph 


d 

o 

60 


in  rH  o  o  co  m  in 

CO   tD   CM   rH  ID   o   o 


a>  o>  a>  in  to  in  o> 


o  o  o  o  o  o 

o  o 

o  o  o  o  o  o  o 

o  o  o  o  o  o 

o  o 

o  o  o  o  o  o  o 

d 

51 

u 

„ 

•11 

(!) 

«l 

B) 

r/7 

M 

rd 

d 

Ph 

'  1 

u 

Ph 

... 

W) 

01 

u 

■H 

cp 

Tl 

(1) 

•H 

en 

■p 

rU 

-1-5 

Pn 

01 

r) 

s? 

Ph 

Pi 

u 

rH 

n> 

(1) 

.) 

a 

o 

■-i 

o 

+3 

O 

p 

m 

w 

at 

s 

CO 

to 

w 

(0 

Ti 

a 

Wl 

d 

d 

Pi    III    01    (0   Ai 

0)  Pi     in     Pi 

Pi    tJ     (0     3)     (!)     O 


0  d  Ph  J*l 

w  xj  -h  a)  ci 

Ph    y  XI  rH  g 

0)    CO  AS  -P 


.M    CD    O   -P    X    X    a 
RJ    r-\    o     O    O    O    fi 

nq  P3  «   CQ  cq  P3  PQ 


•87- 


fn 

co 

r{ 

O 

-p 

o 

P-1 

o 

SH 

a) 

c 

«: 

iD 

•H 

o 

+3 

fl) 

fn 

•H 

u 

n 

n 

o 

W 

5=: 

i*H 

a 

CD 

bl) 

bl) 

■H 

■!> 

-p 

•:> 

U 

d 

+3 

o 

■H 

LTH 

fH 

^ 

P-. 

' 

•H 

;,) 

&f] 

4J 

> 

CI 

(  1 

•h 

P 

S 

+3 

CI 

-P 

o 

rH 

o 

£H 

I     I     I     I     I     I 


t>   10    O      1 


I       I       I       I       I       I 


I       I       I       I       I 


co  w  to  ffi  o  ai  o 


--£>    O    r-H    '.O    O    rH    C\2 


ootoaiifiiooi'ffi 


Oi    CO   'D    H   H    O) 


OlOMOOOCOOHOCOO 


iO  >  O  CO  rt  'Ji  O  CM  CM  ""J  O  rH  O  '-0  lO  rH  O  C- 
r-l  rH  "J<  M  W  fl  OJ  W  IO  CO  «  ■*  '+  tO  W  H  \1  CM 


0      ?Mt1    COH    lOH    O 

>-(i>coc7»m^poco 

0    't1   tO    tO    tO    H   tO   tO   tO 


towtovoco..'Miocor-(ij>vDa>cr>incocooo<otONCOc^c~o>irtc\i 


<MOiHLN-J<Hlflrt^c0CMOTcr>[0c^CT>CDOa>O^r^LOC0^<OC\3 


rH     rH.     rH     rH     rH     ,-H 


*-"* 

s 

•iH 

!H 

■P 

to 

'J 

c, 

H 

rH 

O 

•H 

d 

r4 

o 

•rH 

x! 

-P 

o 

o 

tt 

d 

o 

t3 

o 

g 

tj 

bfi 

a 

0 

CI 

•rH 

M 

.3 

CD 

-P 

m 

o 

•■- 

<rH 

=1 

fl 

fn   >   6 


CO 

j 

o 

■rH 

CQ 

■rH 

fH 

^ 

+> 

CO 

Ph 

CO    o 

•H 

<«H 

a      i 

CO 

CO 

fH 

rH 

-P 

fH 

CM 

q 

Fh 

O 

fH    -P 

-P 

-p 

4H 

S)     1 

fH 

fH 

CO 

r-H 

CD 

-,H 

CD 

CD     O 

CJ 

d 

a 

CD 

o 

-M 

£ 

fH 

~'l 

•P 

fH 

rj 

/■*; 

rH 

>h    a 

fH 

d 

o 

+2 

^) 

CO 

o 

o 

to 

o 

H 

Cd   Cm 

<D 

■p 

-d 

to 

i 

6 

ft 

s 

3 

rH 

fH 

•rH 

S 

ft 

T3 

d 

-p 

to 

•a 

o 

Fh 

TJ 

CD 

CO 

P( 

e 

CD 

O 

-d 

Ci 

d      , 

rH 

xl 

ai 

si 

fH 

TJ 

U 

d  bD 

cj 

a 

t 

Cj 

3 

CD 

>> 

o 

T3 

-p 

P 

>> 

CD         | 

e 

r-\ 

XI 

u 

•p 

CO 

> 

CO 

£; 

•H 

■rH 

rH 

&  -p 

fH 

Fh 

O 

•H 

fH 

o 

P. 

o 

u 

CO 

rH 

Fh 

d 

d 

fH      fH 

o 

if 

CO 

Cj 

53         1 

T3 

-P 

rO 

c* 

-p 

S 

CD 

CO 

fn 

CO 

•rH 

1j 

P< 

3 

Fh 

ft 

o  o 

+= 

CD 

r-H 

q 

"d. 

O 

q 

d 

CO 

fH 

.0 

fH 

CO 

ci 

CrH 

o 

o 

•H 

CQ 

r-\ 

£ 

tJ 

-d 

d 

03 

<d 

o 

fH 

CD 

en 

o 

o 

CQ 

■d 

t3 

d 

CQ 

o 

d 

ci 

d 

H 

CI 

in 

d 

•H 

05 

M 

fH 

Jk 

-d 

•d 

fH 

c4 

Ci     T-J 

<M 

5 

CD 

o 

Cm 

CO 

fH 

■P 

<-i 

o 

CO 

'd 

Fh 

i4 

rj 

fH 

u 

o 

fH 

'3 

-P 

O 

rH 

■■: 

S 

g 

,i 

CO 

Ci 

Cj 

Ci 

fH 

-P 

■» 

M 

o 

s 

d 

CD 

rH 

y 

.y 

CD 

•H 

CO 

CO 

CD 

CD 

•H 

Fh 

o 

CD 

CO 

+> 

CD 

% 

o 

O 

o 

■P 

■d 

& 

o 

Vh 

-p 

CO 

CO 

> 

-d 

£j 

-P 

+J 

rH 

CD 

d     'i) 

P 

rH 

I 

fH 

> 

o 

•rH 

o 

-p 

-P 

o 

a 

CO 

CD 

O 

rH 

fH 

-P 

r-\ 

ft 

r.    ft  ^3 

•H 

•H 

o 

fH 

fH 

Fh 

d 

3 

rH 

o 

•H 

Fh 

rA 

^H 

O 

0 

^ 

■rH 

•rH       O 

d 

d 

b 

XJ 

-p 

fp 

pq 

PQ 

pq 

eq 

O 

u 

O 

o 

Q 

Q 

O 

o 

CJ 

w 

ffi 

rJ 

PL. 

Ph  « 

rt 

CO 

CO 

<A 

CQ 

u 

o 

JLl 

o 

w 

In 

fl 

til 

bl) 

61; 

•H 

01 

'I) 

+-> 

D 

rH 

rt 

M 

() 

(I) 

•H 

In 

M 

03  SO 

t>  co 

•H  -P 

-P  Cj 


in  cm  m  ro  o  en 


O    Oi    CM    CO 


CU   CO   tO    -*    LO   CO 

H   03   CO   ^   H   O) 


in  co  to  to  o  rH 


-p  o  o  o  o  o  o 
d|o  o  o  o  o  o 

OH     rH     iH     H     r-H     — I 


ft 

rH 

o 

"fii 

u 

rH 

£ 

(I) 

VI 

o 

cl 

ci> 

-p 

a> 

H 

> 

C> 

UJ 

<rH 

■H 

01 

:'(1 

0) 

-P 

<<H 

o 

fn 

ffl 

fH 

rH 

fH 

fj 

(1) 

31 

a) 

cl 

Ph 

yj 

Xl 

CO 

o 

H 

-p 

53    +3 

a 

a    a 

tjQ    X 

X3 

d    i- 

3    CD 

o 

U      T 

CO  E-i 

H 

H   is 

O   CO   rH 
UL3   «J'   LO 


rH    '-D    ---J*    •#  O)    rH    CO    CO    ■£>    L>    LO    CM    L> 

10    O    CL)    CM  in    CO   LO    rH    rH    CM   LO   en    CM 

CM   CO    -V    st1  "O   rH    CM   '.O    CO    rH   tO   CM    CO 


lOtOH    1(5 


in  <#  in  --v 


to  tO   <*   LO 

CM   LO    rH    O 
CM   LO   CM    CO 


...J    O    CM    ^H    ■*    •*   '-0   CO 


rH  ;/>  o  co  co  en  -o  10  to 
^^or-cocooLOin^ 


tO    L>    tO 
■tf    CM   if) 


en  cm  cm  lo 
O  CO  ^  o 


CX>  '£>  m    O  vO   en   tO   CM    "#   CO   cO  CO    to 

Ot>lDLO  tOrHlOC0C0l>^O<* 

Loin^m       t£>coc--tococoxio-vQ 


ooooooooo 
ooooooooo 


rH     — 

C3    T} 

xl 

P<   o 

d 

£0      O 

a 

ft   3 

U) 

u, 

M 

a 

0) 

to  O  rj  0) 


rm 

di 

XI 

rH 

T» 

03 

Q3 

to 

•H 

£ 

J<S 

to 

r! 

113 

"1 

cl 

3 

^ 

Ih 

•» 

H-> 

a 

U 

■H 

m 

■P 

C/1 

•H 

CO 

cd 

(1) 

O 

-p 

fc; 

Tl 

m 

o 

rH 

,'J 

fc; 

fci 

.: 

rH 

U) 

JJ 

,Q 

f-l 

m 

'0 

.11 

.« 

o 

tf 

<)H 

10 

^H 

3 

fn 

<tH 

o 

W 

X 

-p 

c 

Cj 

rH 

CD 

■J1 

n 

o 

-1 

0 

01 

o 

O 

o 

d 

CO 

o 

o 

u 

ffl 

PQ 

tn 

3 

0 

cq 

ru 

P4 

cq 

w 

O 

o 

u 

r-1 

u 

CO 

01 

1 

jC 

o 

-P 

«' 

o 

,-, 

•H 

rt 

-p 

a> 

u 

•H 

fn 

o 

O 

PJ 

fs; 

(^ 

(1) 

a 

w 

60 

•J 

I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     1     I     I     I     I     I 


.-i    CD   CO    tO    CO    CO    lO    :£>    CO    \0    C>    C--    O    -H    LO 


m  b  h  w  a>  •*  fO  ai  o   o  o  ^  o  cj  ;o 


■*  en  ^  rH  en  in  c- 

tn    OJ    LO    O    I>    UD    CO 


CO   Cii   H  CD  ST   ai   w 
H    T1   OJ   CO  If)   H  <Ji 


cnwiotococnosHtO^^HcOtoc-LO 


o  j)  a  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o 
;        .'    J  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o 

HrlrlrlHHHrlrHHHrlrlHH 


- 

£ 

w 

O 

»H 

.  i 

4-i 

Vi 

t> 

o 

w 

CO 

■H 

o 

> 

+^ 

H 

O     P    -P      13 


Ph 

r! 

f: 

u 

Pi 

o 

01 

-c: 

,-H 

o 

rH 

3 

in 

CD 

(1) 

<W 

C3 

CO 

n 

rH 

•  H 

C 

i 

r> 

11 

CO 

-:1 

M 

l 

n 

rH 

tf 

a 

Fh 

a 

■T3 

(11 

o 

rH 

U 

o 

>> 

a 

:-: 

C) 

en 

J 

u 

•H 

n 

n 

c! 

U 

en 

m 

a 

SI 

-o 

. 

H 

o 

=: 

a 

(0 

•rH 

jh 

w 

d 

f> 

H 

« 

■H 

<i) 

-p 

— I 

•i) 

(1) 

r: 

•H 

M 

ii 

•P 

fll 

-p 

CO 

:j 

en 

rH 

u, 

Pi 

•H 

H 

'■' 

n 

f-t 

Tl 

o 

CO 

<i) 

•H 

fl 

o 

:!1 

(11 

i3 

•H 

o 

•H 

K 

-1 

y 

3 

(h 

tti 

'J 

CO 

OJ 

r0 

EH 

H 

,3 

-90- 

wives  from  20  to  99;  housekeepers  and  stewards  from  28  to  152.  In  1900, 
there  were  76  female  barbers  and  hairdressers.  These  wore  not  listed  sep- 
arately in  1890,  but  were  lumped  into  "other  occupations,"  which  makes  com- 
parison impossible. 

Table  52  shows  that  Negro  males  represented  as  much  as  7  per  cent 
of  the  gainful  workers  in  barbering,  as  keepers  of  boarding  and  lodging 
houses,  and  as  stewards.  They  wore  from  2  to  3  per  cent  of  the  workers  en- 
gaged as  bartenders,  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines,  as  dressmakers,  and  as 
stove,  furnace  and  grate  makers.  Among  women,  Negroes  were  16  per  cent  of 
the  barbers  and  hairdressers;  5  per  cent  of  the  housekeepers  and  steward- 
esses; 5  por  cent  of  the  boarding  and  lodging  house  ko.opors;  3  per  cent 
of  the  dressmakers;  3  por  cent  of  the  nursos  and  raidwivos  and  2  por  cont 
of  the  seamstresses.  Representation  in  other  semi-skilled  occupations  was 
very  small. 

Skilled  Next  in  numerical  importance  to  semi-skilled  workers  among  Ne- 
V/orkers 

and        groes  were  the  skilled  workers  and  foremen,  and  the  clerical 
Foremen 

workers.   Three  and  six  tenths  per  cent   of  all  Negro  workers 

were  in  the  skilled  class  and  3.7  per  cent  in  the  clerical  class.   The  646 

skilled  workers  represented  only  .5   of  1  per  cent  of  all  skilled  workers, 

which  was  far  below  the  Nogro  proportion  of  the  population.   Over  a  period 

of  ten  years  the  proportion  of  Negroes  in  skilled  crafts  had  risen  only  .2 

of  1  por  cont  (from  .3  to  .5).  The  following  quotation  gives  some  insight 

into  the  position  of  the  Negro  skilled  craftsman  in  the  North  at  the  turn 

of  the  century. 

The  South,  in  contradistinction  to  the  North,  was  the  section  where 
the  Negroes  developed  highest  in  occupations.  This  was  possible  for 
the  reason  that  in  the  antebellum  South  the  Negroes,  constituting  more 
than  one-third  of  the  total  population,  furnished  the  chief  labor 
supply  of  that  section. 
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Virtually  excluded  from  Northern  industry  both  by  hostility  of 
trade  unions  and  white  workers,  the  Negroes  on  reaching  the  North  were 
forced  to  turn  to  domestic  employment  for  a  livelihood.  In  a  large 
western  factory,  employers  and  employees  actually  entered  into  an 
agreement  in  1632  "not  to  hire  any  Negroes  or  foreign  men  for  twenty 
years"  /Dubois  and  Dill,  "The  Negro  American  Artisan"  in  Atlanta  Uni- 
versity Publications,  Nc.  17,  1912,  p.  88/.  According  to  Dr.  Matthew 
Anderson  ^Washington,  Be  3ker  T. ,  The  Future  of  th  jiinorican  Negro,  p. 
76/,  speaking  before  the  Hampton  Megro  Conforcnco  in  1899,  "The  linos 
along  most  of  the  avenues  of  wage  earning  are  more  rigidly  drawn  in  the 
North  than  in  the  South.  There  seems  to  be  an  apparent  effort  through 
the  North,  especially  in  the  cities,  to  debar  the  colored  worker  from 
all  avenues  of  highly  remunerative  labor  which  makes  it  more  difficult 
to  improve  his  economic  condition  even  than  in  tho  South."  ^Proceed- 
ings  of  the  Hampton  Negro   Conference,   July  1899,    p.   39/.20 

In  1890,  there  wore  214  skilled  Negro  workmonf  in  1900,  there  wore 
646.  Fifty-seven  and  seven-tenths  per  cent  of  all  skilled  workmen  were 
foreign  born.  Tables  53  and  54  show  the  numerical  and  percentage  distribu- 
tion  of  the   p or  sons   engaged   in  skilled   occupations. 

Negro  male  workmen  wore  scattered  through  many  of  the  skilled 
trades,  but  they  represented  more  than  1  per  cent  of  the  workmen  in  only  a 
few.  As  pap.r  hanr  ,rs,  N  oro.s  ..ore  5  por  cent,  as  plasterers,  3  per  cent. 
They  were  2  per  cent  of  the  brick  and  stone  masons,  1  per  cent  of  the  coop- 
ers and  of  the  millers,  and  1  per  cent  of  the  painters,  glaziers  and  varn- 
ishers.  Negroes  had  increased  their  proportion  of  plasterers  from  2  per 
cent  in  1890  to  3  per  cent  in  1900 |  their  representation  as  masons  had 
risen  from  .4  per  cent  to  2  p^r  cent,  coopers  from  .6  per  cent  to  1  per 
cent  $  and  painters,  glaziers,  and  varnishors  from  .5  of  one  per  cent  to  1 
por   cent. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  numbers,  painters,  glaziers,  and  varnish- 
ors  led     with   137  Negroes.        There   uoro     73  brick     and   stone  masons     and    61 

2°Groonc   and  V/oodson,    op.    cit.,    pp.    7  and   82. 
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paper  hangers.  The  55  carpenters  and  joiners  represented  only  .3  of  1  per 
cent  of  all  carpenters  and  joiners. 

In  1890,   1.9  per  cent   of  all  Negro  workers  were  in  tho 
Clerks  and 
Kindred       white-collar  occupations,   in  IS00,   3.7  per  cent  were  thus 
Workers 

engaged.   The  increased  proportion  of  professionals  made  it 

possible  for  a  larger  group  of  clerical  workers  to  develop.  Despite  the 
numerical  increase,  Negroes  fell  far  belcw  any  other  group  in  proportion  of 
clerks  and  similar  workers.  The  foreign  born  white  group  had  9.4  per  cent 
of  its  workers  in  clerical  occupations,  while  native  whites  had  28.7  per 
cent.  Negro  male  clerical  workers  were  better  represented  among  Negro 
workers  than  -.ere  females.  Four  and  two-tenths  per  cent  of  Negro  male 
workers  and  2.5  per  cent  of  all  female  workers  were  clerks.  Among  the 
whole  clerical  class  Negroes  wore  a  very  small  part.  Native  whites  claimed 
76  per  cent  of  the  white  collar  workers;  foreign  whites  claimed  23  per 
centf  and  Negroes  only  .5  of  1  per  cent.  Tables  55  and  5S  show  the  dis- 
tribution of  clerical  workers  by  numbers  and  percentages. 

In  1890,  there  were  only  170  Negro  white  collar  workers;  in  1910, 
there  were  665.  Among  males  the  increase  was  from  152  to  544,  and  among 
females  from  18  to  121.  Clerks  and  copyists  alone,  among  women,  increased 
from  11  to  54.  In  1890,  there  were  no  telegraph  or  telephone  operators 
and  no  stenographers  and  typists;  in  1900,  there  was  1  of  the  former  and 
25  of  the  latter.   The  number  of  saleswoman  increased  from  3  to  16. 

Although  the  clerical  group  of  Negroes  was  an  insignificant  part  of 
the  whole  white-collar  class,  Negroes  made  up  as  much  as  1  per  cent  of  the 
workers  in  four  clerical  occupations.  They  were  9  per  cent  of  the  news- 
paper carriers,   1  per  cent  each  of  the  messengers  and  office  boys,  the  de- 
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corators  and  window  dressers,  and  the  stenographers  and  typists.  The  Negro 
as  a  white  collar  worker  was  just  beginning  to  emerge  in  1900.  The  advent 
of  an  appreciable  representation  among  stenographers  and  typists  was  a  de- 
cided step  upward  in  the  job  hierarchy. 

As  a  factor  in  the  business  world,   the  Negro  was  no  more 
Proprietors, 

Managers  and    important  than  he  was  in  the  whit^-coll^.r  class.   The  358 
Officials 

proprietors,  managers,  and  officials  represonted  2  pur  cent 

of  all  Negro  workers.  Native  whites  had  a  business  class  comprising  8.3 
per  cent  of  its  workers,  and  for  foreign  unites  the  group  was  9.6  p^r  cent 
of  the  total  work  -re.  Negroes  made  up  only  .6  of  1  per  cent  of  all  propri- 
etor s,  managers,  and  officials.  In  1890,  there  were  166  persons  in  those 
pursuits;  in  1900,  th^re  were  358. 

Negro  men  in  business  were  confined  almost  entirely  t*  establish- 
ments furnishing  goods  and  services  to  the  Negro  community.  Negroes  could 
not  hope,  therefore,  to  represent  a  larger  percentage  of  the  proprietors, 
managers,  and  officials  than  the  Negro  population  represented  in  the  total 
population.  In  1900,  they  had  not  even  approximated  such  a  percentage. 
Businesses  in  the  Negro  community,  then  as  now,  were  run  by  foreign  groups. 

Table  57  shows  the  distribution  cf  this  group  of  workers  and  Table 
58  shows  the  percentage  distribution.  Foreign  born  whites  claimed  52  per 
cont  of  all  proprietors,  managers,  and  officials,  as  compared  with  47  per 
cent  of  all  gainful  workers.  Negro  merchants,  dealers,  and  peddlers  had 
increased  from  83  to  151,  restaurant  and  saloon  keepers  irom  62  to  124,  and 
government  officials  from  12  to  i7.  Negroes  represented  more  than  ono  per 
cent  of  the  workers  in  two  categories.  They  were  6  per  cent  of  all  male 
restaurant  keepers,  and  5  p^r  cent  of  all  female  restaurant  keepers.  Negro 
males  wore  2  per  cont   of  all  ^mdertakcrs.   They  were  a  little  less  than  1 
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per  cent  of  the  government  officials. 

In  1890,  there  had  boon  104  persons  iistod  by  the  census 
Professional 

Persons        in  occupations  which  could  be  classed  as  professional. 

For  males  this  list  included  engineers,  surveyors,  law- 
yers, musicians,  touchers  of  r.urdc,  physicians  and  surgeons ,  for  females 
it  included  artists,  teachers  of  art,  musicians,  teachers  of  music,  profes- 
sors and  teachers.  In  1900,  the  number  of  persona  listed  under  these  same 
occupations  reached  394,  representing  an  increase  of  240  per  cent.  (The 
Negro  population  of  the  city  had  increased  111  per  cent  in  the  same  per- 
iod.) Specifically,  the  changes  among  male  professionals  within  tho  ton 
year  period  were  as  follows*  2  cnginoors  and  surveyors  instead  of  3j  46 
lawyers  in  1900  from  6  in  1890?  207  instead  of  50  musicians  and  toachers 
of  music}  and  45  rather  than  11  physicians  and  surgeens.  Among  women  tho 
artists  and  teachers  of  art  had  increased  from  3  to  7j  musicians  and 
teachers  of  music  from  13  to  49 1  and  professors  and  teachers  from  18  to 
38.   (Soo  Table  59.) 

The  change  in  the  number  of  professional  persons  represented  rapid 
strides  forward  in  the  development  of  a  class  who  rendered  professional 
services  to  its  own  racial  group.  Negro  professional  persons  depended 
largely  upon  the  Negro  community  for  patronage,  and  the  class  developed  as 
rapidly  as  tho  population  could  support  it.  Of  tho  36  Negro  physicians 
listed  in  tho  American  Llodical  Directory  of  1905,  only  two  wero  located 
outside  of  the  Negro  community.  However,  the  increase  in  physicians  repre- 
sented not  -illy  an  increase  in  demand,  but  also  an  increase  in  medical  ser- 
vice to  tho  populations  for  in  1890,  there  wore  only  8  physicians  per 
10,000  Negroes;  in  1900  there  were  15. 
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Negroes  were  1.8  per  cent  of  the  population  in  1900  and  2.1  per 
cent  of  the  persons  in  the  professional  class  (see  Table  60)j  the  profes- 
sions were  the  one  social-economic  class  above  semi-skilled  workers  in 
which  Negr  >es  had  a  greater  representation  than  their  proportion  to  the  to- 
tal population.  In  the  professions  such  as  law,  medicine,  the  ministry, 
and  music,  Negroes  were  not  dependent  upon  white  employers  for  positions. 
They  rendered  services  -which  -...ore  paid  for  by  the  Negro  population.  On  the 
stage  (whore  Negroes  we-rc  9  per  cent  of  the  males  and  8  per  cent  of  the  fe- 
males) the  white  public  was  always  ready  to  seo  the  performance  of  Negro 
actors.  For  these  rousons  the  professional  class  developed  more  rapidly 
than  did  other  social -economic  classes  above  the  rank  of  semi-skilled  per- 
sons. 

The  professions  wore  dominated  by  native  whites  of  more  than  one 
generation  in  this  country.  The  foreign  whites  had  high  representation  a- 
mong  musicians  and  teachers  of  music  (49  per  cent),  and  among  clergymen  (47 
per  cent).  Among  Negroes,  4.3  per  cent  of  all  the  workers  woro  profession- 
als, whereas,  among  fc reign  born  only  2.7  per  cent  .vcre  professionals!  for 
nativo  whites  the  proportion  was  7.6  per  cent  professionals. 

In  1900,  Negrc  os  wore  prod  ininantly  an  unskilled  population.  There 
was  a  smaller  proportion  of  servants  and  a  much  larger  proportion  of  un- 
skilled laborers  than  in  1S90.  The  proportion  of  the  workers  in  each  so- 
cial-economic class  above  unskilled  workers  was  lower  for  Negroes,  in  each 
instance,  than  it  was  for  the  total  gainfully  employed  population.  In  the 
whole  social-economic  scale,  the  proportion  of  Negroes  in  semi-skilled  jobs 
and  in  the  professions  approximate  more  closely  the  proportion  of  all  work- 
ers in  these  classes  than  is  true  of  any  other  class. 
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CHAPTER  VI 

OCCUPATIONS  III  1910 

The  occupational  distribution  of  the  1910  census  report  lists  Ne- 
gro male  workers  in  166  cut  of  178  different  occupations  and  Negro  females 
in  37  out  of  42  occupational  rroups.  it  is  of  some  interest  to  note  the 
occupation  in  which  no  Negroes  were  employed.  Among  the  males,  there  were 
no  Negro  stockbrokers,  no  electrotypers  or  stereotypers,  no  officials  or 
superintendents  of  steam  railroads,  and  no  college  presidents  or  profes- 
sors. In  the  semi-skilled  occupational  class  Negroes  were  not  represented 
as  operatives  in  agricultural  implement  factories,  brewfries,  leather  belt, 
leather  case  and  pocket-book  factories,  sav.  and  laning  .-..ills,  nor  tanner- 
ies. There  wrre  no  Negro  laborers  in  potteries  nor  tanneries.  Among  fe- 
males there  were  no  Negro  inspectors,  gaugers  or  samplers  in  trade.  There 
were  no  Negro  semi-skilled  workers  in  electrical  supply  factories,  in  rope 
and  cordage  factories,  nor  in  shoe  factories.  There  were  no  Negroes  among 
the  557  female  laborers  in  slaughtering  and  packing  houses.  The  occupa- 
tions at  ivhich  Negroes  were  not  found,  employed  only  1.1  per  cent  of  the 
male  workers  of  tie  city  and  1.6  per  cent  of  the  female  workers. 

The  radical  change  in  the  occupations  selected  for  listing  in  1900 
and  those  selected  in  1910  make  it  almost  impossible  to  trace  the  new  lines 
of  work  into  which  Negro*  s  gain  d  entrance. 

Gainful  occupation  among  Negro  males  was  only  slightly  higher  in 
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1910  than  it  had  been  in  1900,  while  for  females  the-  increase  in  percentage 
of  gainful  workers  'was  from  40  to  47  per  cent  of  the  women  ten  years  of  age 
and  over.  In  1900,  Negro  gainful  workers  were  2.7  per  cent  of  all  gainful 
workers,  whil<  Negroes  were  2.2  per  cent  of  all  persons  ten  years  of  age 
and  over.  In  the  total  population  only  57  per  cent  of  the  persons  ten 
years  of  age  and  over  were  gainfully  occupied.  Among  Negroes,  this  per- 
centage was  69. 

A  larger  percentage  of  the  Negro  population  were  required  for  the 
support  of  the  Negro  group  then  was  true  of  other  groups.  The  native  white 
population  was  supported  by  36  per  cent  of  its  group,  the  foreign  whites 
by  59  per  cent,  and  Negroes  by  62  per  cent.  The  proportion  of  Negro  women 
who  were  wage  earn  rs  was  twice  the  proportion  of  native  and  foreign  white 
women  who  were  wage  earners.  Among  native  whites,  22  per  cent  of  the  fe- 
males were  wage  earntrs,  end  among  foreign  whites  23  per  cent  in  contrast 
to  42  per  cent  of  the  Negroes.  However,  a  larger  proportion  of  foreign 
white  men  worked  than  Negroes  or  native  whites.  Eighty-nine  per  cent  was 
the  proportion  for  for'  ign  born,  81  per  Cent  for  Negroes,  and  53  per  cent 
for  native  whites. 

The  predominance  of  low  income  occupations  among  Negroes  made  it 
necessary  for  more  than  one  member  of  a  family  group  to  be  a  wage  earner. 
Married  women  were  forced  to  work  to  supplement  the  earnings  of  their  hus- 
bands. The  largi  percentage  of  laundresses  outside  of  laundries  and  of 
seamstresses  att  sts  to  the  ext  nt  at  which  Negro  women  did  part  time  work 
at  home  to  supplement  family  income.  Of  the  Negro  women  gainfully  occupi- 
ed, 10  per  cent  v  .-re-  dressmakers  or  seamstresses  and  24  per  cent  were 
laundresses  not  in  laundries.  Negro  women  were  not  engaged  to  any  appreci- 
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able  degree  in  factory  sewing;  therefore,  it  can  be  assumed  that  most  of 
the  seamstresses  worked  at  home  while  still  caring  for  their  families. 
Laundresses  did  their  work  either  at  home,  in  between  household  duties,  or 
worked  at  the  homes  of  their  employers  a  few  days  each  week.  With  69  per 
cent  of  the  working  men  engaged  in  unskilled  labor  or  domestic  service,  it 
was  inevitable  that  large  numbers  of  women  would  Lave  to  work  to  make  the 
necessities  of  life  available  to  their  families. 

Tables  61  through  69  contain  the  distribution  of  gainful  work- 
Social- 

Economic  ers  by  social-economic  class.  Comparing  Table  64  with  the  cor- 
Classes 

responding  table  for  1900  (Tabic  41)  we  see  that  the  propor- 
tions of  Negro  workers  who  were  employed  as  semi-skilled  workers,  as  skill- 
ed craftsmen,  in  clerical  positions,  and  in  proprietary  positions  increas- 
ed, as  did  the  proportion  in  the  servant  classes.  The  professional  and  un- 
skilled laboring  classes  failed  to  expand  as  rapidly  as  did  the  other 
classes;  consequently,  each  had  a  smaller  proportion  of  the  total  number 
of  Negro  workers  in  1310  than  in  1900.  The  entire  working  population  of 
the  city  show*  d  incr.  asod  proportions  in  the  s< mi -skilled  class  but  the 
proportions  remained  practically  the  same  for  skilled  workers,  clerks,  and 
proprietary  persons.  D^cr:;aso£  occurred  in  th<  proportion  of  professional 
persons,  unskilled  laborers,  and  servant  classos.  The  foreign  born  white 
population  showed  no  marked  change   in  any  social-economic  class  except 

semi-skilled  workers  which  changed  from  12.4  p  r  cent   ._>:  all  foreign  born 

21 

workers  in  1900  to  17.4  per  cent  in  1910.'" 


21 

Some  of  the  change  shown  is  probably  due  to  a  more  detailed  list- 
ing of  the  semi-skilled  occupations  in  1910  than  in  1900,  rather  than  to 
any  actual  change  in  the  proportion. 
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Negroes  formed  a  vc-ry  snail  percentage  of  the  workers  in  most  of 
the  higher  social-economic  classes.  Only  as  professional  persons  did  they 
have  adequate  repr  sontation  in  the  working  population.  They  formed  far 
more  than  their  skari  of  s  rvants.  Negro  representation  among  the  servant 
classes  had  ir.cr.  ,e  d  stradilj  from  1890. 

The  aceom~>anying  pyramids  show  graphically  the  changes  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  Li  gr<  ..  into  social-economic  classes  and  the  contrasts  between 
Negroes  ana  native  and  foreign  whites.   (Figure  6.) 

Between  1900  and  1910,  Negroes  ent  r  2    th   servant  classes  far 
Servant 
Classes     in  excess  of  their  proportion  of  the  popul-.  tion.   Whereas,  in 

1900,  Negroes  had  boon  15  per  cent  of  the  servant  classes,  in 
1910,  they  were  20  per  cent.  The  continuous  trickle  of  migrants  from  the 
South  brought  e  large  number  of  domestic  servants  to  Chicago.  In  addition, 
there  were  the  skilled  craftsmen  who  became  domestic  servants  after  reach- 
ing the  city.  These  men  had  formed  the  backbone  of  th  skilled  classes  in 
the  South,  but  upon  reaching  Chicago,  found  it  impossible  to  enter  their 
trades,  and  eventually  drifted  into  the  ranks  of  the  servants.  3y  1910, 
there  v;ere  14,546  Negroes  in  the  servant  classes.  This  represented  an  in- 
crease of  64  per  cent  over  th  :  lu  ber  s  decade  aarlier*  During  the  same 
period  the  total  number  of  s  rvants  in  the  city  had  increased  only  4  per 
cent. 

Tables  70  :  nd  71  she  th-  distribution  of  all  persons  in  the  ser- 
vant classes,  ks  can  be  seen  from  Tabic  71,  59  per  cent  of  all  Nagro  ser- 
vants were  man.  This  condition  was  in  contrast  to  that  of  other  groups. 
Among  native  whites  only  av  per  cent  of  the-  servants  wore  men,  and  .among 
foreign  whites  only  29  per  cent.  Negro  ma:  were  68  per  cent  of  the  porters 
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gainful  workers 
by  social-econoiiic  group  -  1910 

ive  White     Foreign  Born  White     Negro 


FIGURE  6 


TOTAL 


D 


Feme.le 


:i 


1.  Professional  Persons  4.  Skilled  Workers  and  Foremen 

2.  Proprietors,  Managers  and  Officials  5.  Semi-skilled  Workers 
3  Clerks  sad  Kindred  VfcrKera         6.  Unskilled  Workers 
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(except  in  stores)  and  31  per  cent  of  all  waiters  in  the  city.  The  shift 
to  white  waiters  in  downtown  hotels  and  large  restaurants  had  not  yet 
started.  The  Nogro  laundress  outside  of  laundries  was  gaining  control  in 
the  individual  family  wash  business.  In  1890,  such  laundresses  represented 
only  12  per  cent  of  the  laundresses;  in  1900,  they  were  14  per  cent,  and 
in  1910,  they  were  30  per  cent. 

Negro  servant;;  were  53  per  cent  of  all  servants  in  1910,  a  loss  of 
only  1  per  cent  from  1890. 

Unskilled       Between  1890  and  1910,  Negroes  increased  their  proportion 
Laborers 

of  the  unskilled  laborers  from  1.6  to  3.3  per  cent.    In 

actual  numbers,  the  increase  was  from  1,099  to  4,004. 

Of  the  six  occupational  groups  in  which  Ke^ro  men  constituted  more 
than  10  per  cent  of  total  workers,  3  groups  classified  as  unskilled.  These 
were  longshoremen  end  stevedores,  among  which  Negroes  were  25  per  cent  of 
the  workers;  laborers  and  porterj  in  stores,  where  they  were  12  per  cent; 
and  laborers  in  domestic  and  personal  service,  in  which  Negroes  were  11  per 
cent  of  thf  total. 

Twenty  per  cent  of  all  Nrgro  unskilled  laborers  worked  at  occu- 
pations in  which  Negroes  were  mor-.  than  10  per  cent  of  the  workers.  In  oc- 
cupations where  Negroes  were  betWi  en  5  and  10  per  cent  of  the  workors,  41 
per  cent  of  all  Negro  unskilled  work;  rs  were  found.  Twenty-nine  per  cent 
of  the  workers  were  in  occupations  where  Negroes  wore  from  3  to  5  per  cent 
of  the  workers.  Ten  per  cent  of  all  Negro  unskilled  workers  were  in  oc- 
cupations with  less  than  3  per  cent  Negro.  This  10  per  cent  repre- 
sented the  only  group  with  l-jss  representation  than  Negroes  had  in  the 
total  gainfully  smployed  population.  It  included  laborers  in  certain  manu- 
facturing and  mechanical  industries;   such  as,   agricultural  implement  fac- 
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tories,  blast  furnaces  2nd  steel  rolling  mills,  trick,  tile  and  terra-cotta 
factories,  cs,r  and  railroad  shops,  electrical  supply  factories,  furniture 
factories,  gas  works,  iron  foundries,  liquor  and  beve  rage  industries,  pot- 
teries, saw  and  planing  rails,  si  ught  r  .;.>.  ...eking  houses  and  tanneries. 
The  absence  of  Negro  workers  in  the  leather  industry  is  particularly  no- 
ticeable. There  were  no  unskilled  or  semi-skilled  persons  in  tanneries  nor 
in  leather  working  factories. 

Negro  representation  in  the  manufacturing  -nd  mechanical  industries 
was  very  small  in  all  branches  of  the  industrie s  except  in  the  building 
trades,  where  N  groes  ware  7  per  cent  of  the  lobor-rs.  In  addition  to  the 
manufacturer:-  and  mechanical  industries,  Hegroes  wore  under-represented  as 
Ccrri-ge  and  heck  driv  rs,  ..0  laborers  in  the  steam  railroads  and  on  street 
railways,  and  in  lumber  yards.  They  ware  semewhat  under-represented  as  la- 
borers in  public  service  pursuits.  Besides  the  tanneries  and  potteries 
where  out  0:'  786  workers  there  were  no  Negroi  s,  th  greatest  disparity  in 
employment  of  Negro  laborers  was  in  the  agricultural  implement  factories, 
where  there  was  only  1  Negro  in  2,226  smployees,  in  car  and  railroad  shops 
where  7  of  4,660  employees  were  Negroes,  in  lumber  y  rds  where  8  of  3,397 
laborers  were  Negroes,  and  in  gas  works  where  of  a  total  of  1,086  workers 
employed,  3  were  Negro  labor. rs. 

Tables  72  and  73  show  the  distribution  of  unskilled  laborers  in 
specific  occupations. 

Semi-skilled    The  number  of  IJcgro  semi-skilled  work< rs  increased  from  725 
Workers 

in  1690  to  3,442  in  1910.   In  1910  they  represented  13  per 

cent  of  all  Negro  ^.or'n   rs  and  2  pur  cent  of  the  total  number  of  semi-skill- 
ed workers  in  th-  city.  Negro  semi-skilled  workers,  in  1890,  were  confined 
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to  occupations  of  a  semi -domestic  and  personal  nature.  Fifty-six  per  cent 
of  the  males  were  barbers,  hairdressers,  and  manicurists.  Dressmakers, 
milliners,  seamstresses,  housekeepers,  stewards,  boarding  house  keepers, 
nurses,  and  midwives  made  up  the  female  group,  Nven  in  1900,  barbers  and 
hairdressers  comprised  more  than  50  per  cent  of  the  persons  in  the  34  occu- 
pations in  which  Negro  males  were  engaged.  In  1900,  22  per  cent,  and  in 
1919,  21  per  cent  of  all  male  semi-skilled  Negroes  were  employed  in  manu- 
facturing and  mechanical  industries.  The  percentage  in  1900  of  females  in 
this  grouping,  because  of  the  large  number  of  dressmakers,  was  exceptional- 
ly high;  58  per  cent  of  all  Mi  r  men,  semi-skilled  workers  were  in  man- 
ufacturing and  mechanical  industries.  By  1910,  however,  this  figure  was 
reduced  to  47  per  cent. 

There  were  .ore  butchers  in  the  stock-yards  in  1910  than  there  were 
in  1900.  The  stock-yards  strike  of  1904  was  thi  -.'edge  for  Negroes 
into  the  stock- yards.  They  entered  a:  strike  br    v  maintained  their 

jobs  after  the  strike.  Prior  to  this  time,  ii  ha  b  en  imj  ssible  for  them 

2  2 

to  get  in  because  of  the  union  discrimins  i  L     ;ains1 

During  this  period,  the  proportion  of  barbers  decreased  to  22  per 
cent.  There  were  266  Negroes  employed  as  ieliverymen  ,  in  trade.  In  the 
domestic  and  personal  service  industries  there  were  137  Negro  bartenders 
and  103  laundry  operatives  in  addition  to  the  319  barbers  and  hairdressers. 
These,  with  2  employees  in  cleaning  establishments ,  represented  49  per  cent 
of  all  Negro  semi-skilled  workers. 

Nearly  one-half  of  the  Negro  female  semi-skilled  workers  were 
dressmakers  and  seamstresses.   In  1900,  the  547  Negro  dressmakers  and  seam- 


22Herbst,  or.  cit.,  Chapter  III. 
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stresses  made  up  55  per  cent  of  thf  Negro  s  mi-skill,  d  workers,  end  in 
1910,.  the  867  dressmakers  -nd  seamstresses  constituted  44  per  cent  of  this 
classification.  In  addition,  there  were  24  sewing  n,.  chine  operators  in 
factories.  Aside  from  the  dressmakers,  seamstresses  -.no  sewers,  the  other 
Negro  semi-skilled  females  were  largely  in  the  domestic  and  personal  ser- 
vice industry.  Berbers,  hairdressers,  r,i_nicurists,  housekeepers,  steward- 
esses, boarding  vnd  lodging  house  keepers,  and  1. unary  operatives  made  up 
53  per  cent  of  th  Negro  female  semi-skilled  workers. 

Tables  74  and  75  show  the  distribution  of  semi-skilled  workers. 
From  Table  75  we  can  see  that  there  are  very  few  occupations  in  which  Ne- 
groes comprised  as  much  as  2  per  cent  of  the  workers.  About  10  per  cent  of 
the  chauffeurs,  6  per  cent  of  the  laundry  operatives,  and  6  per  cent  of  the 
barbers,  hairdressers  and  manicurists  were  Negro  males.  Five  per  cent  of 
all  butchers  in  slaughter  and  packing  houses  were  Negroes;  3  per  cent  of 
the  sailors  and  deck  hands;  3  per  cent  of  th-  bart  nders;  2  per  cent  of 
the  de liverymen  and  2  per  cent  of  thr  guards,  watchmen  end  doorkeepers.  A- 
mong  females,  18  per  cent  of  tht  barbers,  hairdressers  and  manicurists,  6 
per  cent  of  the  dressmakers  and  seamstresses  and  5  per  cent  each  of  the 
housekeepers  and  stewards,  and  of  the  boarding  and  lodging  house  keepers 
were  Negroes.  They  were  4  per  cent  of  the  laundry  operatives  and  2  per 
cent  of  the  untrained  nurses  and  midwives.  Among  1,095  workers  in  agricul- 
tural implement  factories,  there  were  no  Negro  males  employed  as  semi- 
skilled operative's.  The  breweries  still  employed  no  Negroes,  nor  the 
leather  belt,  leather  case,  ana  pocket  book  factories,  saw  and  planing 
mills,  and  tanneries.  No  N  -gro  females  were  employed  as  operatives  in  shoe 
factories,   electrical  supply  factorii  s,  or  rope  factories.  Three  Negroes 
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were  listed  as  motormen  and  3  us  telegraph  and  telephone  linemen. 

In  sera-skill'  a  occupations  the  majority  of  the  male  workers  were 
foreign  borr..  Out  of  the  43  diffc  rent  semi-skilled  occupations  listed,  the 
foreign  bon  '  ..i+  .  popul  tier,  had  more  than  75  per  cent  of  the  workers  in 
5  occupations,  bet\  sen  50  and  75  in  24  occupations,  between  25  and  50  in  8 
occupations  and  If  3  than  25  per  cent  in  6  occup  bions.  There  were  few 
foreign  born  upprcntic  3  to  building  ind  hand  tr  i  .;  ...  .ell  as  apprentices 
to  other  trades;  there  wort  few  engaged  as  ch:  uffrurs  in  manufacturing  and 
mechanical  industries,  as  brakemen,  .s  switchmen  or  flaccen  on  steam  rail- 
roads and  as  telegraph  or  telephone  linemen.  For  :ign  corn  workmen  were  53 
per  cent  of  all  semi-skilled  workers.  Among  women  the  majority  of  the 
semi-skilled  workers  were  native  whites  of  foreign  parentage. 

There  wer<  few  skilled  Negro  workers  in  1910.   The  general 
Skilled 
Workers      move  to  k;  sp  Negroes  out  of  the  unions  kept  them  from  entering 

the  skilled  trades.  About  the  only  opportunity  thoy  had  to 
work  was  33  strikebr  -a.rs.  The  limited  opportunity  drove  many  Negroes  who 
had  learn  I  s  :ills  in  th  South  into  domestic  service  in  the  North.  The 
ratio  of  Negro  skilled  workers  to  whites  in  the  trades  remained  about  the 
same  despite  the  fact  that  it  was  very  small  and  that  the  ratio  of  all  Ne- 
gro workers  to  the  total  workers  of  th:  city  had  increased.  Only  .6  of  1 
per  cent  of  the  skilled  r.al:  workers  in  191Q,  wer  Negroes.  Females  were 
few  in  the  trades:   th<  skilled  crafts  wer<  the   rovince  of  men. 

The  percentage  of  Negroi  a  who  were  rig  ged  in  skilled  trades  in- 
creased from  3.6  to  4.1  per  cent  between  1900  and  1910.  This  was  still  far 
below  the  18  per  cent  proportion  of  the  total  population  and  the  22  per 
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cent  proportion  of  the  foreign  born.  In  this,  the  wage  earning  class  which 
forms  the  economic  backbone  of  t  large  group  of  people  and  upon  whom  busi- 
ness and  prof  ssional  service  men  depend  for  their  clientele,  the  Negro  was 
sorely  lacking.  Negroes  wore  le.rred  fro:.:  the  trades  .nd  forced  into  domes- 
tic service  or  unskilled  labor. 

Negroes  wore  represented,  however,  in  11  of  the  skilled  tri'des 
listed  except  electrotyping  and  stereotyping.  Th<  1  rgest  number  of  Ne- 
groes were  employed  as  painters,  gl  ziers  end  varnish  rs  in  building  con- 
struction. In  fact,  487  of  the  1,109  skilled  Negro  workers  were  in  the 
building  trades.  There  were  67  brick  and  stone  masons,  92  carpenters,  90 
plasterers,  198  painters,  glaziers  and  varnishers,  39  plumbers  and  1  struc- 
tural iron  worker. 

There  were  107  Negro  tailors,  95  machinists  and  millwrights,  and  67 
stationary  engineers.  No  other  occupation  in  the  manufacturing  and  mechan- 
ical industries  had  as  many  as  50  Negroes.  All  wegro  skilled  workmen  in 
manufacturir...  and  mechanical  industries  numbered  1,014.  They  were  .7  of  1 
per  oent  of  all  skilled  workers  in  manufacturing  and  mechanical  industries. 

Tables  76  and  77  give  th<  distribution  and  percentage  distribution 
by  nativity  and  rac;.  and  sp:.cii'ic  occupation  of  the  179,247  skilled  workers 
in  1910. 

There  was  only  1  Negro  cabinet -maker  in  1910,  1  lithographer, 
and  1  sawyer.  There  were  2  engravers,  3  locomotive  engineers,  and 
3  locomotive  firemen. 

Negroes  represented  as  much  as  1  per  cent  of  the  workers  in  only 
5  out  of  the  37  occupations  listed.  They  were  4.7  per  cent  of  the  plaster- 
ers;  1.7  per  cent  of  the  coopers;   1.7  per  cent  of  th<  painters,  glazi-rs, 
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and  varnishers  in  building  construction;   1.1  per  cent  of  the  policemen  and 
1  per  cent  of  the  stationary  engineers. 

The  Negro  skilled  craftsman  has  experienced  a  very  difficult  time 
in  getting  employment  in  his  field.  Virtually  the  backbone  of  the  crafts 
in  the  South,  he  has  not  been  able  to  follow  his  trades  in  the  North  be- 
cause of  the  bars  against  him  in  the  unions  and  because  of  the  pressure  put 
on  the  contractors  by  the  union  to  compel  them  to  hire  only  union  labor. 
There  is  also  the  inherent  difference  in  the  working  system  of  the  North 
and  South,  which  make  immediate  adjustment  of  Southern  Negro  skilled 
craftsmen  difficult  on  their  arrival  in  tht  northern  cities.  This  note  has 
been  sounded  by  Several  writers  and  is  illustrate  d  in  the  following  para- 
graph: 

Few  Negroes  are  in  tht  trades.  Ilany  come  from  the  South  with 
trades  but  fail  to  follow  them.  They  have  often  blamed  the  labor 
unions,  but  the  chief  reason  for  their  failure  is  a  lack  of  that  ef- 
ficiency which  exhibits  itself  in  accuracy,  quickness  and  thoroughness. 
The  Southern  mechanic,  working  for  less  money  and  /working/  during 
longer  hours  is  not  as  competent  as  the  Northern  one.  The  majority  of 
the  men  who  have  trades  and  do  not  work  at  them  ar=  unable  to  stand  the 
competition.  They  swell  the  ranks  of  donee:. '  c  service.  But  the  fit- 
test survive  and  find  little  tror.ble  in  gett  p  v.ork.  The  unions  are 
against  them,  but  the  unions  have  no  monopoly  on  the  work,  and  have  in 
many  cases  taken  them  in  after  th  ■ ;.  ve  von  ;heir  .lace  in  the  compe- 
tition. One  Negro  contractor  built  ore  of  the  lei  rest  Negro  churches 
at  a  cost  of  nearly  $75,000.  The  decoration  in  all  the  large  colored 
churches  v.as  done  by  Negro  decorators.  Efficient  carpenters,  brick 
masons,  painters,  who  can  stand  the  stress,  find  work  at  their 
trades.23 

There  is  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  degree  of  difficulty  Ne- 
groes experienced  in  entering  the  skilled  trades  b  cause  of  union  opposi- 
tion and  because  of  the  differences   in  the  working:  systcn  of  the  North  and 


Richard  R.  Wright,   "The  Negro   in  Chicago,"  Southern  Workman 
[Oct.  1906),  p.  562. 
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that  of  the  South,  where  the  Negro  received  his  training.  There  is  con- 
census, however,  that  Negroes  did  experience  some  difficulty  and  that  many 
who  were  skilled  craftsmen  in  the  South  never  followed  their  trades  in  Chi- 
cago. 

In  1900  Negro  clerical  workers  were  3,7  per  cent  of  all  Negro 
Clerical 
Workers      workers  and  .5  of  1  per  cent  of  all  clerical  workers;  in  1910 

the  Percentages  had  increased  to  4.7  and  .6,  respectively. 
There  were  665  Negro  clerical  workers  in  1900  and  1,293  in  1910. 

In  1910  there  were  572  clerks  not  including  clerks  in  stores;  in 
1900  there  had  been  271  clerks  and  copyists.  This  grciij  of  workers,  which 
had  more  than  doubled  in  the  ten  year  period,  formed  more  than  50  per  cent 
of  the  Negro  clerical  class.  The  census  reports  do  not  separate  clerks  in- 
to types,  but  comments  of  writers  around  1910  indicate  that  a  considerable 
number  of  Negro  clerks  were  in  the  Post  Office,  Writing  in  1906,  Richard 
Wright  makes  the  following  comment: 

The  Post  Office  has  today  nearly  400  Negroes  who  have  obtained 
their  positions  through  civil  service  examinations,  and  some  by  merit 
have  obtained  positions  of  trust,  A  large  number  of  these  men  are  in 
the  registry  division  and  handle  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  each 
year.  At  one  time  a  Negro  was  head  of  this  division.  At  present 
Negroes  are  discriminated  against  as  clerks,  bookkeepers,  etc.,  in  the 
larger  business  houses  of  the  city  and  only  a  few  have  gained  entrance. 
Their  record,  however,  in  the  lost  Office,  under  civil  service,  ought 
to  recommend  then  to  private  business. 

The  131  messengers,  bundle  and  office  boys  comprised  the  only  other 
group  with  as  many  as  one  hundred  Negroes, 

There  were  99  mail  carriers,  58  clerks  in  stores  and  52  salesmen  in 
stores.   Other  clerical  occupations  among  males  contained  less  than  35  Ne- 


'4Ibid.,  p.  561. 
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groes. 

Among  women  there  were  57  bookkeepers,  cashiers  and  accountants; 
53  stenographers  and  typists;  45  clerks,  except  those  in  stores,  and  43 
clerks  in  stores.  Those,  with  21  saleswomen,  made  up  almost  the  entire  fe- 
male clerical  class. 

The  largest  increases  noted  for  those  occupations  which  were  list- 
ed in  1900  and  in  1910  were  among  messenger,  errand  and  office  persons 
(from  92  to  139);  stenographers  and  typists  (from  29  to  77);  salespersons 
(from  55  to  73);  and  commercial  travelers  (from  6  to  14).  Mail  carriers 
were  not  listed  separately  in  1910,  nor  were  the  clerks  in  stores. 

Tables  78  and  79  give  the  distribution  of  clerical  workers  by  na- 
tivity, race,  and  sex  and  specific  occupations. 

In  the  clerical  occupations  Negroes  represented  only  .8  of  1  per 
cent  of  the  work -rs.  In  1890  they  had  comprised  .3  of  1  per  cent  and  in 
1900,  .5  of  1  per  cent.  Negro  workers  did  not  represent  as  much  as  5  per 
cent  of  the  workers  in  any  occupation^  In  three  occupations  the  male  Ne- 
groes were  as  much  as  2  per  cent  of  the  tctal  male  workers.  Negro  mail 
carriers  were  considerably  in  excess  of  the  percentage  of  Negroes  in  the 
population.  They  were  4.4  o^r  cent  of  the  total  number.  Negro  newsboys 
were  3.7  per  cent  of  thf  total  number,  and  Negro  telegraph  messengers  were 
2.5  per  cent  of  all  telegraph  messengers.  No  Negro  women  were  employed  as 
inspectors,  gaugers  and  samplers  in  the  625  persons  so  employed.  Only  one 
Negro  was  employed  as  a  telegraph  operator. 


Negro  men  as  proprietors,  managers  and  officials  increased 
Proprietors, 

Managers  and     from  332  in  1900  to  570  in  1910,   and  Negro  women  from  26 
Officials 

to  95.   Retail  dealers  alone  increased  from  145  to  218.   A 
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writer,  shortly  before  1910  listed  the  retail  establishments  owned  by  Ne- 
groes, as  follows: 

21  grocery  stores  2  men's  furnishing  stores 

20  cigar  stands  2  poultry  dealers 

4  delicatessens  2  tea  and  coffee  dealers 

3  drug  stores  1  general  merchandise  store 

2  florists  1  glassware  store 

2  feed  and  ice  dealers  1  milk  dealer 

2  news  dealers  1  wall  paper  dealer 

1  second  hand  furniture  dealer 

There  were  92  expressmen  who  were  also  dealers  in  coal  and  ice.  In  addi- 
tion, therf;  were  14  manufacturing  concerns,  whose  owners  and  managers  fall 
into  the  second  highest  social-economic  class.  Th<  so  included  3  manufac- 
turers of  cigars,  2  manufacturers  of  shoe  polish,  2  of  metal  polish,  2  of 
razor  strops,  end  1  manufacturer  each  of  chewing  gum,  ice  cream,  furniture, 
rubber  stamps,  and  wagons.  There  were  also  119  Negro  owners  or  managers  of 
other  businesses.  Among  these  were  62  restaurant  keepers,  20  keepers  of 
billiard  and  pool  rooms,  12  keepers  of  shoe -shine  parlors,  9  laundry  own- 
ers, 7  undertakers,  6  hotel  keepers,  6  newspaper  managers,  2  theater  man- 
agers, 2  real  estate  dealers,  1  keeper  of  a  bowling  alley,  and  1  ticket 
broker. 

The  inadequacy  of  a  classification  which  puts  ell  proprietors,  man- 
agers and  officials  in  one  social-economic  class  regardless  of  the  size  or 
value  of  the  business  is  seen  when  it  is  noted  that  the  keepers  of  shoe- 
shins  parlors  are  classified  along  with  the  owner  of  a  theater.  The  shoe 
shine  parlors,  or  at  least  some  of  them,  were  undoubtedly  just  a  chair  or 
two  in  a  small  booth,  stuck  in  between  two  larger  businesses,  or  on  the 
outside  of  a  store.   The  daily  earnings  of  the  owner  would,  in  many  cases, 


25 

Wright,  "Negroes  in  Business   in  the  North,"  op.  cit.,   XXVTII, 
(1909).  " - 
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fall  below  that  of  the  w-.g:  pcrning  laborer,  or  the  rgulurly  employed  do- 
mestic servant.  However,  for  want  of  inform  tior.  on  size  of  business,  or 
value  of  stock,  all  businesses  must  br  thrown  together.  There  can  be  no 
justification,  however,  in  thinking  of  the  persons  in  this  class  as  being 
the  second  highest  group  from  the  point  of  viow  of  economic  resources. 

The  vide  discrepancy  between  the  figures  given  by  Wright  in  1909 
and  those  shown  in  the  1910  census  report  is  due  to  two  reasons.  First, 
the  figures  quoted  by  Wright  were  taken  from  The  Colored  People's  Blue  Buok 
and  covers  only  concerns  which  submitted  information  to  the  publishers  of 
the  blue  book.  Second,  as  noted  by  Wright,  "Business  failures  far  outnum- 
ber business  successes"  ana  the  mortality  of  Negro  business  is  very  high. 
AS  Table  79  shows,  there  were  only  47  Negro  restaurant,  cafe  and  lunchroom 
keepers  in  1910;   Wright  mentioned  62  in  1909. 

Negroes  were  found  in  17  of  the  19  specific  occupations  listed 
under  proprietors,  managers  and  officials.  There  were  no  Negro  officials 
or  superintendents  with  the  railroads,   and  no  Negro  stockbrokers.   There 

were  2  Negro  bank  officials   listed,   although  th.  re  were  no  Negro  banks. 

2  6 
There  were  4  Negro  street  car  conductors  listed. 

Retail  dealers  made  up  a  large  part  of  the  570  Negro  men  in  the 

proprietor-manag^r-of f icial  class.   As  has  been  said,   these  ranged  from 

peddlers  and  keepers  of  shoe  shine  parlors  to  larger  businesses.   There 

were  69  builders  and  building  contractors;   48  manufacturers  or  officials 

in  manufacturing  plants;   47  restaurant,   cafe  and  lunchroom  keepers;   and 


It  is  highly  probable  that  the  report  is  in  error.  No  historical 
evidence  has  been  founa  to  substantiate  the  employment  of  Negroes  as  rail- 
road conductors.  Another  possible  explanation  is  that  the  term  conductor 
once  had  a  differ,  nt  meaning  from  what  it  has  at  present. 
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45  managers  and  superintendents   in  manufacturing.   These,  with  33  sal 
keepers,   24  proprietors  and  managers  of  transfer  companies,  and  23  un  er- 

takers,  made  up  the  bulk  of  the  manager  class. 

As  Table  81  shows,  Negroes  represented  less  than  1  per  cent  of  the 
manager  class.  Among  males  they  were  2  per  cent  or  more  in  4  occupations. 
They  "were  3.1  per  cent  of  the  restaurant  keepers;  2,8  per  cent  of  the  man- 
agers of  transfer  companies;  2.5  per  cent  of  the  hotel  keepers  and  manag- 
ers; and  2  per  cent  of  the  officials  and  inspectors  in  the  State  and  for 
the  United  St  tes.  The  first  three  occupations  were  those  in  which  services 
were  rendered  to  the  Negro  community.  The  relatively  high  percentage  of  Ne- 
groes who  were  officials  and  inspectors  in  the  State  and  for  the  United 
States  was  due  to  political  activity,  Negroes  were  given  some  appointive 
offices  of  considerable  importance.  There  is  record  of  at  least  two  assis- 
tant prosecuting  attorneys,   a  colonel  of  the  Eighth  Regiment  of  Illinois,  a 

deputy  clerk  of  the  Municipal  Court,   and  an  a  si  tant   attorney  with  the 

27 
Board  of  Education. 

Among  women,  Negroes  were  1.2  per  cent  of  the  milliners  and  milli- 
nery dealers  and  only  ,8  of  1  per  cent  of  the  retail  dealer'.-  . 

Negro  business  remained,  for  the  most  part,  on  a  small  scale,  and 
the  classification  of  its  owners  and  mana  er:  in  a  hierarchy  of  social-eco- 
nomic classes  such  as  Edwards1  is  of  doubtful  value. 

Native  whites  were  predominant  in  the  official  and  managerial  posi- 
tions; such  as  officials  of  railway  companies,  bank  officials,  commercial 


27 

Elmer  Henderson,  "A  Study  of  Politics   in  the  Negro  community," 

Data  compiled  by  U.P.A.  Project  3403,  1937  (unpublished). 
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brokers,  stockbrokers,  State,  United  States,  city  and  county  officials,  and 
railway  conductors.  Foreign  whites  were  in  the  majority  in  the  sales 
fields  such  as  retail  dealers  and  saloon  keepers.  The  Chinese  formed  the 
largest  grou;  in  the  laundry  business. 

Negroes  had  declined  considerably  in  the  proportion  of  restaurant 
keepers,  among  both  men  and  women.  In  1900,  0.2  per  cent  of  all  male  res- 
taurant keepers  and  6.4  per  cent  of  all  female  restaurant  keepers  were  Ne- 
groes. Saloon  keepers  had  also  declined  somewhat.  The  proportion  of  re- 
tail dealers  had  remained  about  the  same.  TTotei  keepers  had  increased  from 
.9  to  2.5  per  cent. 

In  11  of  the  14  male  occupations  listed  in  1900  there  were 
Professional 

Persons       560  Negroes;   in  1910  this  same  group  of  occupations  en- 
gaged 517  Negro; s.   According  to  the  census,  Negro  physi- 

23 
cians  had  increased  from  40  to  109,    clergymen  from  62  to  76,  musicians 

and  teachers  of  music  from  207  to  216,  photographers  from  11  to  16,  civil 
engineers  and  surveyors  from  2  to  5,  dentists  from  8  to  14,  artists  from  7 
to  15,  and  architects  from  1  to  3.  Actors  and  showmen  decreased  from  150 
to  108,  lawyers  from  46  to  44  and  school  tcacn=rs  from  20  to  11.  The  num- 
ber of  women  increased  in  each  professional  occupation  that  was  listed  in 
both  1900  and  1910.   Actresses  increased  from  51  to  54,  artists  and  teach- 


28 

There  is  greet   doubt  as  to  the  accuracy  of  the  returns.   The 

American  Medical  Directory  lists  only  35  licensed  male  Negro  physicians  and 

surgeons  in  1906,  41  in  1909,  and  56  in  1912.   iVhat  undoubtedly  happened  is 

that  "quacks"  and  other  healers  have  designated  themselves  as  physicians 

and  made  census  returns  accordingly.   The  probability  of  lax  license  laws 

might  have  caused  some  degree  of  error  in  the  list  given  in  the  directory. 
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29 
ers  of  art  from  7  to  15,   physicians  and  surgeons   fron  15  to  25,   school 

teachers  from  38  to  53,  and  musicians  and  teachers  of  music  from  49  to  136. 

For  every  10,000  Negroes  in  Chicago  in  1890  there  were  8  physi- 
cians, 4  lawyers,  and  13  teachers.  In  1890  there  were  20  physicians,  15 
lawyers,  and  19  teachers.  In  1910  there  were  30  physicians,  10  lawyers, 
and  15  teachers.  The  physicians  increased  between  1900  and  1910,  but  the 
number  of  lawyers  and  teachers  par  10,000  population  declined  appreciably. 

Negroes  had  a  higher  representation  in  the  professional  class  than 
in  either  the  proprietary  group,  the  clerical  group,  or  the  skilled  crafts 
group.  Because  Negro  physicians,  lawyers,  clergymen,  dentists,  and  most  of 
the  other  professional  persons  were  dependent  upon  Negroes,  to  a  large  ex- 
tent, for  their  patronage  and  support,  and  were  not  dependent  upon  white 
employers  for  jobs,  they  entered  these  fields  in  larger  numbers  than  would 
have  otherwise  been  true.  This  fact,  coupled  with  the  social  importance 
placed  on  the  professional  nan  by  the  community  caused  larger  numbers  of 
men  and  women  to  flock  to  the  professions  each  y  ar. 

Negro  men  were  more  than  5  per  cent  of  the  persons  in  3  of  the  IV 
professional  occupations  listed  in  1910,  and  1  per  cent  or  more  in  9  of  the 
17.  Six  out  of  the  9  occupations  were  ones  in  which  the  professional  men 
were  dependent  upon  Negroes  for  patronage  and  thrn  secured  that  patronage 
independent  of  any  white  employer.  Two  other  occupations,  actors  and  show- 
men were  in  demand  by  white  and  Negro  groups  because  of  the  particular  tal- 
ent that  the  Negro  had  to  offer  on  the  stage. 


29 

The  returns  for  women  arc  no  more  accurate  than  those  for  men 

(see  footnote  25).    In  1906  the  jj.rican  judical  Directory  recorded  three 

female  Negro  physicians.   In  19C9  there  were  still  only  thr^e,  and  by  1912 

one  more  had  been  adaed. 
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Table  82 
PROFESSIONAL  PERSONS  BY  HATIVITY,  RACE,  ...ID  SEX:   1910 


Native  VJliil 


foreign 
Born 


Sex  and  Occupation 

Total  Total  Parenta,? 

•:e 

Parentage  White  . 

Negro  r 

laoes 

TOTAL 

46,836  34,456   17,544 

16,912   11,390 

962 

28 

Male 

29,658  20,339   11; 117 

9,222    8,656 

639 

24 

Manuf?  cturing  and  Lie — 
chanical  Industries 
Engineers  (mechanical)  1,054 

Professional  Service 


737 


Actors  1,575  1,037 

Architects  776    498 

Artists,  sculptors  and 

teachers  of  art  1,961  1,249 
Chemists ,  assayers  and 

metallurgists  303  565 
Civil  Engineers  and 

surveyors  1,484  1,211 

Clergymen  1,693    769 

College  presidents  and 


301 


607 
247 


584 


283 


764 

369 


305 
;  62 
89 
755 
592 


professors  504  412 

Dentists  1,437  1,050 

Designers  515  243 

Draftsmen  2,291  1,664 

Editors  and  reporters  1,313  923 
Lawyers,  judges,  and 

justices 
Musicians  t  nd  teachers 

of  music  3,442  1,702 

Photographers  1,152  766     346 
Physicians  and 

surgeons  4,032  2,872   1,708 

Showmen  592  420     200 

Teachers  (school)  1,353  905     516 


3,856      3,266        1,952 


286 


430 
251 

665 

282 

447 
400 

107 
..  -  7 

li     ■: 

31  . 

351 

1,314 

946 
420 

1,164 
220 
389 


!64 


250 

78 

10 

277 

1 

- 

694 

15 

3 

234 

9 

- 

268 

5 

_ 

848 

76 

- 

92 

_ 

_ 

573 

14 

- 

271 

1 

- 

626 

1 

- 

380 

10 

- 

556 


44 


1,523  216 

370  16 

1,050  109 

137  30 

443  11 


Female 


17,173   14, 111 


6,42r 


7,690 


2,734        323 


Professional  Service 


557 


Actors                1,147  931 
Artists,  sculptors  and 

teachers  of  art      1,200  1,034     592 
Musicians  and  teachers 

of  music             3,241  2,752   1,396 

Physicians  and  s  irgeons  529  390     241 

Teachers  (school)      8,573  7,276   2,791 

Trained  nurses        2,488  1,734     850 


374 

160 

54 

t- 

442 

153 

13 

- 

1,356 

353 

136 

- 

149 

113 

25 

1 

4,485 

1,243 

53 

1 

884 

712 

42 

- 
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Table  83 

PER  CENT  DISTRIBUTION  OF  PROFESSIONAL  PERSONS  BY  NATIVITY,  RACE, 

AND  SEX:   1910 


Native  V 

hite  _ 
Foreign 

Foreign 
Born 

Tative 

Other 

Sex  and  Occupation 

Total 

Total  I 

;arentage 

1  arenta,  e 

White 

Negro 

Races 

TOTAL 

1C0.0 

73.6 

37.5 

36.1 

24.3 

2.0 

•  1 

Hal* 

100.  C 

69.6 

37.5 

7  1   "I 

29.2 

2.1 

•1 

Manufacturing  end 

Mechanical  Industries 

Engineers  (mechanical) 

100.0 

74.6 

47.5 

27.1 

25.1 

.3 

- 

Professional  Service 

Actors 

100.0 

75.4 

44.1 

31.3 

18.2 

5.7 

.7 

Artists-,  sculptors 

and 

teachers  of  art 

100.0 

63.7 

29.8 

33.9 

35.4 

.8 

•- 

Architects 

100.0 

64.2 

31.8 

32.4 

35.7 

•  1 

- 

Chemists,  assayers 

and 

metallurgists 

100.0 

69.9 

35.0 

34.9 

29.0 

1.1 

- 

Civil  Engineers  and 

surveyors 

100.0 

81.6 

51.5 

30.1 

18.1 

.3 

- 

Clergymen 

100.0 

45.4 

21.8 

23.6 

50.1 

4.5 

- 

College  presidents 

and 

professors 

100.0 

SI. 7 

60.5 

21.2 

18.3 

- 

- 

Dentists 

100  .0 

73.1 

39.2 

33.9 

25.9 

1.0 

- 

Designers 

100.0 

47.2 

17.3 

29.9 

52.6 

.2 

- 

Draftsmen 

100.0 

72.6 

32.1 

40.5 

27.3 

.1 

- 

Editors  and  reporters 

100.0 

7C.3 

45.1 

25.2 

28.9 

.8 

- 

Lawyer s ,  judges ,  and 

justices 

100.0 

84.5 

50.5 

34.0 

14.4 

1.1 

- 

Musicians  and  teachers 

of  music 

100.0 

49  .5 

22.0 

27.5 

44.2 

6.3 

Photographers 

100.0 

66.5 

5C.C 

36.5 

32.1 

1.4 

- 

Physicians  and 

surgeons 

100.0 

71.3 

42.4 

29.9 

26.0 

2.7 

Showmen 

100.0 

71.0 

33.8 

3n.2 

23.1 

5.1 

.8 

Teachers  (school) 

100.0 

66.4 

27  9 

28.5 

32.5 

.8 

•3 

Fema  le 

100. 0 

82.2 

37  .4 

44.9 

15.9 

1.9 

* 

Professional  Service 

Actors 

Artists,  sculptors  and 

teachers  of  art 
Musicians  and  teachers 

of  music 
Physicians  and 

surgeons 
Teachers  (school) 
Trained  nurses 


100.0        81.2 


100.0        86.1 


100.0        84.9 


100.0 
100.0 
100.0 


73.7 
84.9 
69.7 


48.6 

49.3 
43.1 

45.5 
32.6 

34.2 


32.6 
36.3 

41.8 

28,2 

52.3 


13.9  4/ 

12.8  1.1 

10.9  4.2 

21.4  4.7 

14.5  .6 

28.6  1.7 


''Less   than    .1  of   1  rer   cent. 
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The  professions  were  largely  native  white.  Foreign  whites  were  36 
per  cent  of  th  population  of  the  city  in  1910,  but  they  formed  less  than 
36  per  cent  of  the.  persons  in  15  of  the  19  listed  professional  occupations 
for  men. 

Negro  worn,  n  were  between  1  and  5  per  Cent  in  5  out  of  the  6  occupa- 
tions listed  for  women. 

Women       In  1890,  women  were  22  per  cent  of  all  Negro  workers;   in  1910, 
Workers 

they  were  32  per  cunt.   This  inert  ;se  in  the  ratio  of  women  to 

men  warrants  some  comment  on  the  position  ol  the  Negro  woman  worker.  Table 

66  shows  that  67  per  cent  of  the  Negro  women  workers  were  in  the  servant 

classes  and  22  per  cent  wore  semi-skilled  workers.   The  seal -ski lied  work- 

30 
ers  were  largely  dressmakers  and  seamstresses  working  outside  of  factor- 
ies, and  domestic  service  workers,   such  as  hairdressers  and  manicurists, 

31 
boarding  and  lodging  house  keepers,  housekeepers,  end  laundry  operatives. 

Negro  women  were  distributed,   however,  throughout  the  range  of  occupations 

in  the  social-economic  scale.   A  much  smaller  proportion  of  Negro  women 

were  in  the  professional  class,   than  was  true   of  native  white  women,   but 

the  percentage  was  the  same  as  th.  t  for  foreign  born  whites. 

The  position  of  Negro  women  gainful  workers,   shortly  after  1910, 

has  been  pictured  by  e  writer  of  th.t  period.  A  quotation  from  that  author 

will  throw  some  light  on  the  lot  of  the  Negro  woman  worker: 


30 

Dressmakers  and  seamstresses  were  44  per  cent   of  the  Negro  semi- 
skilled women  workers. 

31, 

Workers  in  domestic  and  personal  service  were  53  per  cent  of  all 

semi-skilled  Nagro  women  workers. 
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It  scarcely  need  be  stated  that  in  reference  to  employment  in 
trades,  shops  and  .stores,  colored  women  are  the  least  favored  of  any 
class  of  women  in  the  city,  yet  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  be  idle 
and  respected.  While  only  a  few  colored  women  are  fortunate  enough  to 
gain  positions  in  whet  arc  consider- a  the  higher  callings,  they  are, 
nevertheless,  industrious  and  increasingly  willing  to  do  whatever  their 
hands  find  in  order  to  cam  a  respectable  living. 

About  50  colored  women  have  won  positions  as  teachers  in  our  public 
schools.  Therf  is  also  e  surprising  number  of  young  women  holding  good 
positions  as  clerks  and  stenographers.  One  young  woman,  through  civil 
service  examination,  won  an  important  position  with  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion in  Chicago,  and  is  now  private  secretary  to  th  assistant  superin- 
tendent of  schools. 

Young  v;omen  may  _Iso  be  found  working  in  dental  offices,  as  court 
stenographers,  as  demonstrators  of  special  ,'oods  in  large  department 
stores,  as  meat  inspectors  at  the  stock-yards,  a  few  as  clerks,  and 
scores  of  them  earn  -  comfortable  living  ,.s  manicurists,  chiropodists, 
and  hair  culturists  in  private  families. 

In  addition  to  these  there  is  a  large  number  who  have  their  own 
millinery  shops,  beauty  shops,  and  dressmaking  and  costuming  parlors, 
that  are  plcgantly  appointed  and  up-to-date  in  every  detail.  There  is 
also  an  increasing  number  of  professional  nurses,  scv  ral  of  them  hold- 
ing positions  as  nurses  in  the  public  schools  and  as  members  of  the 
Visiting  Nursos  Association.  There  are  sov  ral  women  connected  with 
the  Juvenile  Court,  acting  as  probation  officers.  There  are  a  half 
dozen  colored  women  physicians,  threo  dentists,  and  one  practicing  at- 
torney. Eight  or  tar.  young  color-ad  women  are  3mployed  in  the  Public 
•library.  Th  ce  .re  a  1  rge  number  of  music  teachers,  both  vocal  and 
instrument:  1. 

A  class  of  women  that  can  not  be  ignored  is  the  women  who  work  with 
their  hands  in  the  humbler  walks  of  life  as  cooks,  house-cleaners, 
caretakers,  and  iomestics.  Oolite  a  few  of  these  women  are  eagerly 
crowding  the  night  schools  of  the  city  in  order  to  equip  themselves  for 
better  positions.0-" 

The  most  significant  changes  in  the  occupational  Negro  pattern  be- 
tween 19C0  and  1910  was  the  docroas*.  in  the  proportion  of  unskilled  and  the 
increase  in  the  proportion  of  semi-skilled  workers  and  clerical  workers. 


3%annie  W.  Barrier,   "Colored  Women  of  Chicago,"  Southern  Workman, 
XLIII  (October,  1934),  pp.  564-66. 
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CHAPTER  VII 


OCCUPATIONS  IN  1920 


The  stoppage  of  European  immigration  at  the  beginning  of  the  World 
War,  and  the  need  for  a  large  labor  force  to  supply  the  factories  of  the 
North,  then  running  at  high  wartime  activity,  was  the  signal  for  labor  re- 
cruiting agents  to  enter  the  South  and  urge  tho  Negro  to  migrate  to  the 
northern  cities.  These  organized  efforts,  togothor  with  tho  personal  ap- 
poals  from  relatives  and  friends  who  had  preceded  thorn,  brought  thousands 
of  Negroes  to  the  North.  The  result  was  an  increase  in  tho  number  of  Ne- 
groes in  Chicago  from  44,103  in  1910  to  109,458  in  1920,  and  an  increase  in 
the  percentage  that  Negroes  formed  in  the  population,  from  2  per  cent  to  4 
per  cent. 

The  working  population  increased  as  rapidly  as  did  the  total  popu- 
lation. There  were  38,561  more  gainful  workers  than  there  had  been  in 
1910.  Negroes  represented  16  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  persons  added 
to  tho  gainful  working  force  during  the  ten  year  period.  Negro  v/orkers 
represented  5.3  por  cont  of  all  gainful  workers  in  the  city.  The  propor- 
tion among  females  was  higher  than  that  among  males,  being  6.7  por  cent  for 
the  former  and  4.9  per  cent  for  the  latter. 

Such  a  rapid  expansion  of  the  Negro  working  population  produced 
significant  changes  in  the  job  configuration  of  the  group.  Some  striking 
instances  can  be  cited  here.  Negro  firemen  (except  locomotive  and  fire  de- 
partment) were  4  per  cent   of  all  firemen  in  1910,   in  1920,  they  were  13 
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per  cent.  Negro  iron  moulders  increased  from  one-half  of  1  per  cent  to  9 
per  cent.  Negro  semi-skilled  operatives  were  only  4  per  cent  of  the  serai- 
skilled  operatives  in  slaughter  and  packing  houses  in  1910  j  in  1920  they 
were  24  per  cent.  As  laborers  in  blast  furnaces  and  steel  rolling  mills, 
Negroes  increased  from  two-tenths  of  1  per  cent  in  1910  to  21  per  cent  in 
1920.  In  slaughter  and  packing  houses,  Negro  laborers  wore  .4  of  1  per  cent 
in  1910|  thoy  -^ro  18  per  cent  in  1920.  M>.gro  stockyard  laborers  wero  6 
per  cent  of  the  total  in  1910  and  32  per  c  >nt  in  1920.  Among  public  service 
laborers,  Negroes  ./ere  3  per  cent  in  1910  and  14  per  cent  in  1920.  Mail 
carriers  increased  from  4  j:er  cent  in  1910  to  7  pur  cent  in  1920.  Laundry 
operatives  increased  from  6  per  cent  to  17  per  c  nt.  Negro  messenger  boys 
wore   2   per   cent    of   all  mossong~r  boys    in   1910  and   3   per   cent    in  1920. 

Negro  women  also  made  ra;oid  gains  from  1910  to  1920.  Negro  dress- 
makers and  seamstresses,  who  were  5  per  cent  of  th 3  total  in  1910,  were  13 
per  cent  in  1920.  Semi-skilled  operative  in  ci  -ar  'aid  tobucco  factories 
showed  a  gain  from  .3  of  1  per  cent  to  8  per  cent.  In  1910  only  .8  of  1  per 
cent  of  the  s ^mi-skilled  operatives  in  slaughter  and  packing  houses  were  Nc- 
groes|  in  1920,  18  per  cent  were  Negroes.  Laundry  operatives  increased  from 
4  per  cent  to  36  per  cent  of  the  total.  Negro  female  servants  were  10  per 
cent  of  all  servants  in  1910  and  24  per  cent  in  1920.  Clerks  in  stores  in- 
creased  from   .4    of    1  p.jr    cent   in   1910   to   4  per   c^nt    in  1920. 

The  xnstanc  s  cited  rewws^nt  some  of  the  many  extensive  gains  made 
by  Negroes  in  many  occupations  during  the  decade.  The  war  was  a  real  boom 
to  Negro  labor.  Not  before  this  time  had  the  opportunity  to  rise  in  the 
ranks    of   labor  been  presented  to  the  Negro.        The    need     for  additional   labor 
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in  war  industries  gp.ve  him  his  first  opportunity  to  enter  the  manufacturing 
and  mechanic. .1   industries  to  any  appreciable  degree. 

In  1910,  Negro  workers,  male  and  female,  had  been  predominantly 
Social 
Economic     domestic  servants*   Tho  largo  number  of  Negroos  who  entered  the 
Classes 

manufacturing  and  mechanical  industries  during  the  war  had  made 

unskilled  labor  tho  largest  field  for  Negro  men  in  1920.  Servant  classes, 
among  males  in  1910,  made  up  4-7  per  cent  of  the  Negro  workers,  and  unskilled 
laborers  were  22  per  cent.  In  ^920,  servant  classes  were  26  per  cent  and 
unskilled  laborers  were  41  per  cent.  Among  women,  domestic  service  con- 
tinued to  claim  the  largest  portion  of  the  workers;  although,  the  semi- 
skilled group  had  risen  to  a  position  of  groat  importance.  One-half  of  the 
women  were  domestic  servants,  and  one-third  were  semi-skilled  workers. 

±he  social-economic  distribution  of  Negro  workers  still  showed  heavy 
concentrations  in  the  lower  occupational  levels,  consisting  of  manual  labor 
which  requires  the  least  possible  training  and  skill.  Negroes  were  63  per 
cent  unskilled!  whereas,  the  total  population  of  the  city  was  only  19  per 
cent  unskilled.  The  skilled  trades,  which  are  so  basic  in  bringing  economic 
stability  and  security  to  the  wage  earning  classes,  were  19  per  cent  of  the 
total  working  force  in  Chicago  and  only  6  per  cent  of  the  Negro  working 
force.  Clerical  workers  were  26  per  cent  of  th .  total  working  population 
and  7  per  cent  of  the  Negro  working  population.  The  proprietary  and  profes- 
sional classes  together  formed  14  per  cent  of  all  gainful  workers  and  only  5 
per  cent  of  the  Negro  gainful  workers,  despito  the  fact  that  Negroes  wore 
•.veil  represented  among  professionals  giving  services  of  a  personal  nature. 
The  one  point  at  which  the  two  groups  were  close  togothcr  was  in  the  semi- 
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skilled  occupations.   Twenty  per  cent  of  the  total  workers  in  the  city  were 
in  the  semi-stcilled  class,  and  19  per  cent  of  the  Negroes. 

Sue:  disproportionate  concentration  of  Negroes  in  the  lesser  skill- 
ed, poorly  paid  jobs  explains  why  it  took  68  per  cent  of  the  Negroes,  ten 
years  of  age  and  over,  to  support  the  Uegro  population;  ahereas,  the  propor- 
tion in  the  city,  as  a  v.  ho  If.  ,  was  only  57  per  cent. 

The  foreign-born  white  population  was  more  lii;  -  "che  total  than  was 
the  Negro,  both  in  the  percentage  o-£  parsons  needed  to  support  it  and  in  the; 
distribution  of  the  workers  into  social-economic  classes.  It  took  53  per 
cent  of  the  foreign-born  persons  to  furnish  support  for  the  group.  A  some- 
what higher  percentage  were  unskilled  workers  and  fewer  wart  in  the  profes- 
sions than  was  tru^  for  the  total  population,  but  among  skilled  and  semi- 
skilled workers  the  two  groups  ware  close  together.  Fev«er  foreign-born  were 
clerical  workers,  but  mora  were  in  the  proprietary  class. 

If  3  rather  th-  n  5  social-economic  classes  were  delineated,  the  dif- 
ferences b.  tween  total  foreign-born  .vhite,  and  Negro  could  be  shown  even 
more  striki:  sjly.  The  following  figures  show  how  far  away  Negroes  were 
from  attaini.'.  •  an  seonomic  level  that  would  place  them  in  a  position  to  get 
as  many  of  the  :>  c-  ssities  of  life  •.  s  could  be  purchased  by  the  more  fortu- 
nate city  population. 


Total 

Forei 

Eorn 
....  1 1  e 

gn 

Negro 

Professional  and  proprietary 

13. 6 

12.6 

4.7 

Clerical,  skilled,  and  semi-skilled 

o5.4 

57.4 

31.5 

Unskilled 

19.0 

28.1 

62.6 

Unknown 

2.0 

1.9 

1.2 
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Tables  34  through  89  show  the  number  ai  .  re  ;;tage  distribution  of 
each  group  of  the  population  into  social— economic  cl  ss-~s  by  sex. 

Tables  90  through  92  show  the  distribution  of  each  social-economic 
class  by  population  group  end  sex.  From  Table  90,  it  car.  be  seen  that  while 
Negroes  represented  5  per  cent  of  the  working  population  they  were  27  per 
cent  of  the  servants  and  13  per  cent  of  the  unskilled  laborers.  In  no  high- 
er social-economic  class  did  they  represent  as  much  as  their  proportion  of 
the  total  gainfully  occupied  persons.  Negroes  were  less  than  5  per  cent  of 
the  semi-skilled  workers,  2  per  cent  of  the  skilled  workers,  1  per  cent  of 
the  proprietors,  and  3  per  cent  of  the  professional  persons. 

Figure  7  shows  the  great  differences  between  the  white  and  Negro 
populations  in  their  occupational  distribution. 

Nineteen  per  cent  of  the  Negroes  who  entered  the  field  of  gain- 
Servant  ful  employment  between  19IC  and  1920  \  -long  d  to  the  group  which 
Classes 

rendered  personal  services  of  one  kind  or  another.   The  Negro 

servant  class  increased  49  per  cent;  whereas,  s  ,:■•;■  its  in  the  total  popula- 
tion increased  only  3  per  cent.  Only  342  native  white  persons  were  added  to 
■She  servant  group,  while  for  Negroes  the  number  was  7,142.  The  foreign-born 
white  servants  were  reduced  in  number  by  2,570.  The  proportion  of  Negroes 
among  servants  had  risen  from  20  per  cent  in  1910  to  27  per  cent  in  1920. 

Women  accounted  for  60  per  cent  of  the  Negro- s  added  to  the  servant 
classes  during  the  decade.  Female  Negro  servants  increased  72  per  cent. 
Among  males  the  increase  was  3c  z   r  cent. 

Although  the  number  of  Negro  servants  increased  greatly  between  1910 
and  1920,   th.  incr  ase  in  other  fields  was  so  great  that  a  smaller  percent- 
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.TABLE  34 

A  SOCIOECONOMIC  GROUPING  OF  hLL  GAINFUL  WORKERS 
OF  CHICAGO:   1920 


Social                   Native  white  Foreign 

Economic  Native  Foreign    Born  Other 

Group* Total  Total  parentage  parentage  liVhiti  Negro  Races 

TOTAL  1,231, 454  "  697~~23j  261 ,264   _ y±G , OJ  5_  _ 460  j  - 30   65,678   2,187 

(1)  69,905  55,727  28,021  25.706     14,139   1,884    105 

(2)  97,000  51,352  25,312 

(a)  632  240  61 

(b)  96,368  51,112  23,251 

(3)  324,618  263,420  103,445 

(4)  228,721  113,561  39,089 

(5)  251,578  133,318  39,723 

(6)  234,321  61,463  21,069 

(a)  1,912  852  304 

(b)  153,153  40,420  11,970 

(c)  7  9, -356  20,131  8,795 

Unknown  25,291  15,448  6,605      8,843      9,040     7  93     10 


* 

(1)  Professions]  Persons 

(2)  Proprietors,  Managers  and  Officials 

(a)  Farmers  (owners  and  tenants) 

(b)  Proprietors,  managers  and  off icisls, (except  farmers 

(3)  Olerks  and  kindred  workers 

(4)  Skilled  workers  and  foreir.en 

(5)  Seriii-sKilled  workers 

(6)  Unskilled  Laborers 

(a)  Farm  laborers 

(b)  Other  laborers 

(c)  Servant  classes 


28 

,040 

44 

,080 

1: 

,201 

367 

17  9 

.■-J 

2 

1 

27 

,861 

43, 

,691 

1 

,199 

366 

164, 

,97  5 

51, 

,527 

4, 

,420 

251 

74 

,472 

HI; 

,082 

4, 

,025 

53 

93. 

,595 

105, 

,049 

12, 

,339 

872 

40 

,394 

131, 

,113 

41, 

,216 

529 

558 

1, 

,025 

23 

2 

28 

,450 

93, 

,188 

19, 

,503 

42 

11 

,386 

36, 

,900 

21, 

,690 

485 
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TaBLS  85 

A  SOCIAL-ECONOMIC  GROUPING  OF  THS  GAINFUL  TORKORS 
OF  CHICAGO:      1920 


Social 

Native  White 

Foreign 

Economic 
Group* 

Tet'-i    Total 

Native     Foreign 
parentage  Parentage 

Born           Other 
White   Negro   Races 

TOTAL 
MALE 

919,899   491,154 

186,661    29^,495 

391,494  45,123   2,128 

(1)  42,242  30,367  16,233             14,134             10,606        1,179             90 

(2)  91,544  48,504  22,197 

(a)  632  240                 61 

(b)  91,012  iS,26-x  22,136 

(3)  138,259  149,19?  62,052 

(4)  221,556  109,509  38,311 

(5)  167,959  63,525  26,220 

(6)  186,834  47,275  16,226 

(a)  1,912  862               304 

(b)  147,330  37,874  11,512 

(c)  37,592  8,559  4,-xl0 

Unknown  21,405  12,776  5,439      7,337      6,052     567     10 


26, 

,-- 

Li 

,768 

1 

,008 

364 

179 

■:  9 

2 

1 

26 

1  OQ 

41 

,379 

1 

,006 

363 

57 , 

,  155 

36 

,177 

2 

,649 

236 

71; 

,196 

108, 

,009 

3 

,925 

53 

57, 

i^Wu 

77, 

,949 

5, 

,626 

858 

31, 

,  0x9 

108 , 

,873 

30, 

,159 

517 

5l;S 

1, 

,025 

23 

2 

26, 

,362 

90, 

,762 

18, 

,632 

42 

'x! 

,129 

17, 

,066 

11, 

,514 

*73 

(1)  Professional  Persons 

(2)  Proprietors,  ivianagers  and  Officials 

(a)  Farmers  (owners  and  tenants) 

(b)  Proprietors,  managers  and  officials,  (except  farmer: 
[-.)  Dlerks  and  kindred  workers 

(4)  Skilled  workers  and  foremen 

(5)  Semi-skilled  workers 

(6)  Unskilled  Laborers 

(a)  Farm  laborers 

(b)  Other  laborers 

(c)  Servant  classes 
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Ti^BLF  86 

SOCIAL-ECONOMIC  grouping  of  the  gainful  workers 

OF  C.IIO^OO:      1920 


Social  I'uxive  IVnite Foreign 

Econor.ic  '.  '  fcive  Foreign  Born  Other 

Group* Total  Fetal     parentage     Parentage     VJhite       Negro       Races 


TOTAL 

FZI.l^LF  3 1 1 ,535  :M:.,135  74,503          11-1,532          71,566      20,755 

(1)  27,663  23,360  11,788 

(2)  5,356  2,848  1,115 
(a) 

(b)  5,356  2,8,8  1,115 

(3)  136,359  119,223  41,113 

(4)  7,155  ^,052  778 

(5)  83,619  -x9,792  13,500 

(6)  47,-*87  14,188  4, 843 
(a) 

(b)  5,823  2,5-x6  458 

(c)  41,664  11,642  4,385 

Unknown  3,866  2,672  1,166      1,506       988     226 


11,572 

3,583 

705 

15 

1,733 

2,312 

193 

3 

1,733 

2,312 

193 

3 

77,810 

15,350 

1,771 

15 

3,274 

3,013 

100 

- 

36,292 

27 , 100 

6,713 

14 

9 , 3-x5 

22,240 

11,047 

12 

2  , 0  E  c 

2,406 

871 

_ 

7,257 

19,834 

10,176 

12 

(1)  Professional  Persons 

(2)  Proprietors,  iaanagers  and  Officials 

(a)  Farmers  (owners  and  tenants) 

(b)  Proprietors,  managers  and  officials,  (except  farmers) 

(3)  Clerks  and  kindred  workers 

(4)  Skilled  workers  and  foremen 

(5)  Be   a-skilled  workers 

(6)  Unskilled  Laborers 

(a)  Fan.  laborers 

(b)  Other  laborers 

(c)  Servant  classes 
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87 


PLR  CENT  DISTRIBUTION  OF  r^LL  GAINFUL  '.  OR1ZSRS   OF  EACH 

NATIVITY  ~ND  COLOR  GROUP  3Y  SOCIhL-ECONOMIC  CL^SS: 

1920 


Social 

IJative 

White 

Fore  ign 
Born 

Economic 

Native 

Fo 

reign 

Qthe  r 

Group* 

Total 

Total 

Parentag 

;e  Pa 

rentage 

White 

Negro 

Races 

TOTAL 

1C0.C 

100.0 

100 .0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.  C 

(1) 

5.7 

7.7 

10.7 

o.9 

3.1 

2.8 

4.8 

(2) 

7.9 

7.4 

8.9 

6.5 

9.5 

1.8 

16.7 

(a) 

.1 

**■ 

=f* 

.1 

.1 

** 

** 

(b) 

7.8 

7.4 

8.9 

6.4 

9.4 

1.8 

16.7 

(3) 

26.4 

58.5 

39.6 

37.8 

11.1 

6.7 

11.5 

(4) 

18.6 

16.3 

15.  C 

17.1 

23.8 

6.1 

2.4 

(5) 

20.4 

19.1 

15.2 

21.5 

22.5 

18.7 

39.9 

(6) 

19.0 

8.8 

8.1 

9.2 

28.1 

77.7 

24.2 

(a) 

.2 

.1 

.1 

.1 

O 

** 

.1 

(b) 

12.4 

5.8 

■':  .   C 

5  .  a 

20.0 

-±4.8 

1.9 

(c) 

5.4 

2.9 

5.4 

£  .  6 

7.9 

52.9 

22.2 

Unknown 

2.0 

2.2 

2.5 

2.0 

1.2 

.5 

■(1) 


(■ ) 
(1) 

(5) 
(6) 


(a) 
(b) 


(a) 

(b) 
(o) 


Professional  Persons 

Proprietors,  Managers  and  officials 

Farmers  (owners  and  tenants) 

Proprietors,  managers  and  officials,  (except  farmers) 

Clerks  and  kindred  workers 

Skilled  workers  and  foremen 

Semi-skilled  workers 

Unskilled  Laborers 

Farm  laborers 

Other  laborers 

Servant  class*  s 


Less  than  . 1  of  I  per  cant. 
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T^BLS  88 

PER  CENT  DISTRIBUTION  OF  ^LL  GAINFUL  V'ORIIERS  OF  EaCH 

NATIVITY  rtKD  COLOR  GROUP  BY  SOCIAL-ECONOMIC  CLkSS: 

1920 


Social 

To  ufctl 

100 .  C 

-  -'  ■ 

IJative  V.h 

ite 

Foreign 

Born 
White 

Negro 

Economic 
Group* 

Total 
IOC  .0 

Native 
Par  int  ;ge 

icoTo 

Fo 
.fit 

reign 

Rentage 

lc  o  .o~ 

Other 
Races 

MhLE- 

100.0 

100.  C 

100.0 

(1) 

4.6 

6.3 

6.7 

4.8 

2.7 

2.6 

4.2 

(2) 
(a) 
(b) 

10. C 

.1 

9.9 

10. 0 
10. 0 

11.9 

*** 

11.9 

9.0 

.1 
8.9 

10. 7 
1 0 .  5 

2.2 
2.2 

17.1 
17.1 

(3) 

20.5 

51.0 

55.2 

29.  o 

9.2 

5.9 

11.1 

(4) 

24.1 

22.8 

20.5 

24.1 

27.6 

8.7 

2.5 

(5) 

18.2 

17.4 

14.0 

19.5 

19.9 

12.5 

40.3 

(6) 
(a) 
(b) 
(c) 

20.3 

16.0 

4.1 

9.9 

7.9 
1.8 

8.8 

.2 

6.2 

2.4 

10.5 

.2 

8.9 

1.4 

.3 
23. 2 

4.4 

66.9 

.1 

41.3 
25.5 

24.3 

.1 

2.0 

22.2 

Unknown 

2.6 

2.9 

2.5 

2.0 

1.2 

.5 

(I)  professional  Persons 

(':)  Proprietor:;.,  Managers  and  Officials 

( a  )  Fa  rr:e  rs  ( o\  n  rs  and  t  c  nant  s  ) 

(b)  Proprietors,  managers  and  officials,  (except  farmers) 

(5)  01  rks  and  kindr  d  workers 

(4)  Skilled  work:  rs  and  foremen 

(5)  Scmi-skiile-d  workers 

(6)  Unskilled  Laborers 

(a)  Farm  labor  rs 

(b)  Other  laborers 

(c)  Servant  classes 

Lubs  than  .1  of  1  p»r  cent. 
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TABLE  89 
PER  CENT  DISTRIBUTION  OF  ALL  GAINFUL  WORKERS  OF  EACH 

nativity  Aim  color  group  by  social-econoliic  class: 

1920 


Social 

Total 

"  Native  L! 

iito 

Foreign 
;■  -  r  ntagr 

Foreign 
Born 
V71  ite 

Negro 

Economic 

Group* 

Total 

Native 
Parents f t 

Other 
Races 

FEMALE 

100.0 

10C.0 

IOC .  0 

10C.0 

100.0 

I0C.0 

100.0 

(1) 

8.9 

10. S 

15.8 

S.2 

4.3 

3.4 

25.4 

(2) 
(a) 

1.7 

1.3 

1.5 

1.2 
*-* 

3.2 

.9 

5.1 

(b) 

1.7 

1.3 

1.5 

1.2 

3.2 

.9 

5.1 

(2) 

43.8 

55.2 

55.5 

55.0 

20.6 

8.5 

25.4 

(4) 

2.3 

1.9 

1.0 

2.3 

4.0 

.5 

** 

(5) 

26.8 

25.0 

18.1 

25.  6 

36.3 

32.4 

25.7 

(6) 
(a) 

15.  3 

6.6 

6.5 

6.6 

29.8 

53.2 

20.4 
** 

(b) 

(c) 

1.9 
13.  4 

1.2 

5.4 

.6 
5.9 

1.5 
5.1 

3.2 
26.6 

4.2 
49.0 

20.4 

Unknown 

1.2 

1.2 

1.6 

1.1 

1.3 

1.1 

** 

(1)  Professional  Persons 

(2)  Proprietors,  Managers  and  Officials 

(a)  Farmers  (owners  and  tenants) 

(b)  Proprietors,  managers  and  officials,  ('xcept  farmers' 

(3)  Clerl:s  and  kindred  workers 

(4)  Skilled  vorl-ers  and  i'or  men 

(5)  Se-mi-skillod  workers 

(6)  Unskilled  Laborers 

(a)  Farm  laborers 

(b)  Other  labor? rs 

(c)  Servant  classes 

* 
Less  than  .1  of  1  per  cent. 
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TABLE   90 
PER  CENT  DISTRIBUTION  OF  aLL  GAINFUL  V'ORKERS  OF  EACH 

nativity  and  color  group  by  social-economic  class: 

1920 


Social 

7 

iative 

lVhite_ 

Econonic 

_.■ 

ttive 

Fo. 

'  -  lgE 

Groups 

Total 

Total     P. 

•!•■;.       ' 

;      Pa 

.'■  :  '  a 

TOTAL 

100. 0 

b  C .  6 

(1) 

100 .  C 

76.9 

40.1 

56.8 

(2) 

100.0 

52.9 

24.0 

28.  9 

(a) 

100.0 

58.0 

9.7 

28.5 

(b) 

100.0 

5.5.0 

24.1 

28.9 

(3) 

100.0 

82.7 

51.9 

50.8 

(4) 

100.0 

49.7 

17.1 

32.6 

(5) 

100 . 0 

55.0 

15.8 

37.2 

(6) 

100.0 

£6.2 

9.0 

17.2 

(a) 

100 . 0 

45.1 

15.9 

29.2 

(b) 

100.0 

26.4 

7.8 

18.6 

(c) 

100.0 

25.5 

11.1 

14.4 

1 1    ■    Lgn 

3on  Oth  r 

'..'I  ite        Negro        Races 


20.: 


5.4 


2.7 


45.5 

1.2 

61.5 

.3 

45.3 

1.3 

15.9 

1.3 

48.6 

1.7 

41.8 

4.9 

56.0 

17.6 

53.6 

1.2 

60. 9 

12.7 

46.  5 

27.4 

.3 

.2 
.1 


(2) 


3) 
A) 

5) 

:&) 


(a) 
(b) 


(a) 
(b) 


Professional  Persons 

Proprietors,  Managers  and  Officials 

Farncrs  (owners  and  tenants) 

Proprietors,  managers  and  officials, 

Clerks  and  kindred  workers 

Skilled  workers  and  forom  n 

Semi-skillc  d  worke  rs 

Unskilled  Laborers 

Farm  labor*  rs 

Othr r  laborers 

Servant  classes 


except  farmers) 


Less  than  .1  of  1  per  cent, 
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TAELE  91 

5ER  CENT  DISTRIBUTION   OF   ALL  GAINFUL  '■  ORKTRS  OF  EACH 

NATIVITY  kNjJ  COLOR  GROUP  BY  SOCIAL-ECONOMIC  CLASS : 

1920 


Social 

.. 

Native    Wh 

ite 

Foreign 
Born 

Economic 

Native 

Foreign 

Oth,  r 

Group* 

Total 

Total 

Pari  ntage 

RA  rentage 

White 

Negro 

Races 

TOTAL 

MALE 

100.0 

52 . 3 

20 . 3 

32.0 

12 . 6 

4.9 

.2 

(1) 

100.0 

71.9 

38.  4 

53.5 

25.1 

2.8 

.  2 

(2) 

100.0 

52.9 

24.2 

28.7 

rO,  6 

1.1 

.  4 

(a) 

100.0 

38.0 

9.7 

28.3 

61.  o 

.3 

.  2 

(b) 

100.0 

53.0 

24.3 

28.7 

45. 3 

1.1 

.4 

(3) 

100.0 

79.3 

53.0 

1:6.3 

19.2 

1.4 

.1 

(4) 

100.0 

i3 .  -* 

17 . 3 

32.1 

=8.3 

1.8 

** 

(5) 

100 . 0 

49.7 

15.6 

34.1 

rO.i 

3.4 

.5 

(6) 

100 . 0 

25.3 

8.7 

16.6 

58.3 

16.1 

.3 

(a) 

100.0 

45.1 

15.9 

29.2 

53.  G 

1.2 

.1 

(b) 

100.0 

25.7 

7.8 

17.3 

61.6 

12.7 

** 

(c) 

100.0 

22.7 

11.7 

11.0 

45.4 

30.6 

1.3 

(]. )     Prof or.sional  Persons 

(2)  Proprietors,  Llanagcrs  and  Officials 

(a)  Farmers  (owners  and  tenants) 

(b)  Proprietors,  managers  and  officials,  (except  farmers) 
(  )     Git  rks  and  kindred  work  rs 

(  :)     Skill  d  workers  and  foremen 

(3)  [-skilled  workers 
(6)     Una killed  Laborers 

(a)  Farm  laborers 

(b)  Other  labor  rs 
(e)  Servant  classes 


Less  than  .1  of  1  per  cent, 
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TA3LL  32 

P3R  CUT  DISTRIBUTION  OF  >iLL  M2j~F"tL     OP.KERS  OF  EACH 
NATIVITY  kND  COLOR  GROUP  3Y  SOCIAL-ECONOMIC   JLaSS: 

1920 


Social 

' 

--  u7a  ;■;■; 

'  t 

Economic 

Native 

Foe    Lgn 

Group* 
T0T>,L 

Total 

Total 

parent'   •. 

rar-.r.r    '• 

FEMALE 

1C0.0 

69 .  4 

24.0 

-.5.4 

(1) 

100.0 

84.4 

42.6 

41.8 

(2) 

1  a  \ 

100.0 

53.2 

20.8 

32.4 

(b) 

100.0 

52.2 

20.8 

32.4 

(3) 

100.0 

87.4 

30.4 

57.0 

U) 

100. 0 

56.6 

10.9 

,5.7 

(5) 

100.0 

eJ.b 

lo. 2 

43.4 

(S) 

100.0 

29.9 

10.2 

19.7 

u; 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b) 

100.0 

43.7 

7.9 

35.8 

(c) 

100.0 

23.0 

10.5 

17.5 

Foi     Lgn 

Mi      ■ 

Negro 

Other 

Races 

23 .  3 

6.7 

** 

13.0 

2.5 

4*3.2 

3.6 

43.2 

3.6 

11.3 

1.3 

42.0 

1.4 

32.4 

8.0 

46.8 

23.3 

41.3 

15.  C 

■±7.6 

24.4 

.1 


(1)  Professional  Persons 

(2)  Proprietors,  Llenagers  and  Officials 

(a)  Farriers  (owners  and  tenants) 

(b)  Proprietors,  managers  and  officials,  (except  farmers^ 

(3)  Clerks  and  kindred  workers 

(4)  Skilled  workers  ana  forom  n 

(5)  Semi-skilled  workers 

(6)  Unskilled  Laborers 

(a )  Farm  luborc rs 

(b)  Oth-  r  labor,  rs 

(c)  Servant    classes 

** 

Less   th~n    .1  of   1  per   cjnt. 
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GaXNTUL  ;.orkcrs 

BY  5uCj>i-Lj-jLCui>0i.;IC   G-RGU^  -1920 


FIGURE 


Kativ*  Vihitc  Forr  ien   5orn  White 


Kegro 


TOTAL 


fl 


Male 


n 


EL 


Female 


u 


0 


1  Professional  Persons 

2  Proprietors,  Managers  and  Officials 

3  Clerks  *nd  Kiadred  workers 


4  Skilled  Workers  and  Foremen 

5  Semi-skilled  Workers 

6  Unskilled  Workers 
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age  of  the  Negro  population  was  in  the  servant  classes  than  was  true  for 
1910.  Where  53  per  cent  of  all  Negroes  were  servants  in  1910,  only  33  per 
cent  were  servants  in  1920.  The  spreading  out  into  other  fields  was  partic- 
ularly marked  among  women:  from  67  per  cent  in  1910,  the  proportion  of  Ne- 
gro women  fell  to  49  per  cent  in  1920,  despite  the  very  large  increase  in 
the  number  of  female  servants. 

Those  jobs  which  by  tradition  had  belonged  to  Negroes,  were  given 
over  to  them  nor,:  completely  as  the  groat  no  .d  for  men  opened  opportunities 
in  higher  positions  for  whites,  Among  porters,  Negroes  increased  from  68 
per  cent  in  1910  to  77  per  cent  in  1920;  Negro  waiters  made  a  3  per  cent 
gain.  Among  Negro  women,  janitresses  ana  sextons  increased  from  7  per  cent 
to  11  per  cent.  Laundresses,  not  in  laundries,  increased  from  30  to  43  per 
cent,  house  servants  from  10  to  24  per  cent,  and  waitresses  from  4  to  13  per 
cent. 

Almost  half  of  the  servant  classes  was  still  foreign-born.  Foreign- 
born  women  furnish  d  79  per  cent  of  the  charwomen  and  cleaners,  62  per  cent 
of  the  janitors  and  sextons  and  50  per  cent  of  the  house  servants.  Foreign- 
born  men  were  62  per  cent  of  the  janitors  and  sextons,  50  per  cent  of  the 
elevator  tenders,  and  47  per  cent  of  the  house  servants. 

Table  93  f;ives  the  percentage  distribution  of  persons  in  the  specif- 
ic occupations  included  in  th9  servant  groups. 

The  great  migration  from  the  southern  states  brought  many  un- 
Unskilled 
Laborers      trained  Negroes  into  Chicago.   These  persons,  who  were  lacking 

in  any  industrial  experience,   swelled  the  ranks  of  the  un- 
skilled labor. rs.   In  1910,   there  Lad  be  jii  4,004  Negro  unskilled  laborers; 
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in  1920,  there  wore  19,503,  No  other  social-economic  class  experienced  such 
a  tremendous  gain  in  workers.  There  had  been  t  .rid'  r1  iff erence  in  the  pro- 
portion of  workers  in  domestic  service  and  in  urskill'.  i  laboring  jobs,  but 
the  great  migration  was  rapidly  closing  this  gap  by  1920,  Unskilled  labor 
was  running  a  close  second  with  30  per  cent  of  th<  Negro  workers,  where  in 
1910  it  had  claimed  only  15  per  cunt.  Negro  workers,  who  in  1910  had  bean 
only  3  per  c^nt  of  the  unskilled  laborers  in  the  city,  had  increased  to  13 
per  cent. 

In  1910,  there  were  3  out  of  the  51  laboring  occupations  listed  by 
the  census  in  which  Negro  men  formed  more  than  10  p^r  c^nt  of  the  workers. 
One-fourth  of  all  longshoremen  and  stevedores  were  Negroes;  13  per  cent  and 
11  per  cent  of  laborers  in  stores  and  laborers  in  domestic  services,  respec- 
tively, were  Negroes.  By  1920,  there  were  14  out  of  33  occupations  in  which 
Negroes  for*  3d  10  pr-r  cent  or  more.  Sight  of  these  were  in  the  manufactur- 
ing and  mechanical  industries;  2  were  in  transportation;  3  were  in  trade; 
and  1  was  in  public  service.  Twenty-six  p  r  cent  of  the  laborers  in  the 
transportation  industries  were  Negroes. 

In  manufacturing  and  mechanical  industries,  11  per  cent  of  the  la- 
borers were  Negroes;  in  1910,  only  3  p  r  cent  had  been  Nagrops.  The  lack  of 
available  white  workers  during  the  war  had  opened  the  g<-tes  of  manufacturing 
to  Negro  workers.  The  gains  in  heavy  industries  were  particularly  notable, 
iJegro  laborers  in  the  stockyards  increased  from  G  to  32  per  cent.  In  blast 
furnaces  and  steel  rolling  mills,  the  change  was  from  two-tenths  of  1  per 
cent  to  21  per  cent.  Negroes  were  18  pur  cent  of  the  laborers  in  slaughter 
and  packing  houses;  whereas,  in  1910,  they  had  been  only  four-tenths  of  1 
per  cent.   Negroes  were  represented  in  each  of  the  33  laboring  occupations. 


-192- 


In  191C,   there  had  been  no  Negro  laborers   in  tanneries,   but  by  1920,   95 
Negro  men  had  entered  the  industry. 

Table  94  presents  the  distribution  of  jobs  within  the  unskilled  la- 
boring group. 

There  '..ere  three  and  one-half  times  as  many  ilegro  semi- 
Semi-skilled 

V'orkers  skilled  operatives  in  1920  as  there  had  been  in  1910.  Ne- 
groes had  enter*  1  the-  semi-skilled  jobs  in  the  manufactur- 
ing and  mechanical  industries  in  large  numbers.  The  war  industry  boom,  with 
the  shortage  of  immigrant  labor,  had  opened  thr  ay  for  large  scale  employ- 
ment of  Negroes.  The  heavy  metal  indu:  brh  .;  and  e  food  industries  absorb- 
ed large  numbers  of  Negroes.  In  slaughtering  and  meat  packing  alone,  the 
number  of  semi-skilled  operatives  increased  from  25  to  1,490.  In  blast  fur- 
naces and  steel  roiling  mills,  Negro  operatives  rjsi:  in  number  from  7  to 
157.  An  opening  wedge  was  also  found  i:  th<  tan;  ries.  Before  the  1920 
census  there  was  no  record  of  Negro  workers  in  tanneries.  In  1920,  there 
were  61  Negro  operatives  in  tanneries,  who  represented  4.9  per  cent  of  all 
tannery  operatives.  A  study  of  occupational  opportunity  for  the  Negro  work- 
er shows  that  L'o^rofs  were  employed  in  wet  work  in  tanneries  in  1917  and 
1918. 33 

Negro  women  semi-skilled  operatives  had  also  increased  greatly  in 
numbers.  In  slaughter  and  packin  h  uses  the  operatives  increased  from  8  to 
489.  1^  suit,  coat  ai  .  overal]  factori  s,  th  raa<  only  one  Negro  opera- 
tive in  1910;  in  1920,     r   .vere  112.   The  3  Negro  operatives  in  cigar  and 


33 

Elizabeth  A.  Hughes,   "Occupations  and  [   ori  i  ity  for  the  Negro 

Workman,"  Living  Conditions  for  Small  7a ge  Earners  in  Chicago  .Chicago:  De- 
partment of  Public  welfare,  1925TT 
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tobacco  factories  in  1910  had  increased  to  52  in  1920, 

Outside  of  the  factories  ^egro  women  had  also  made  large  gains; 
laundry  operatives  had  increased  from  184  to  1,409;  barbers,  hairdressers 
and  manicurists  from  316  to  729;  and  dressmakers  and  seamstresses  from  867 
to  1,070. 

Negro  semi-skilled  workers  had  increased  from  2  per  cent  of  all 
semi-skilled  workers  in  1910  to  5  per  cent  in  1920.  In  191C,  Negro  males 
had  represented  1  per  cent  or  more  in  only  10  occupations;  in  1920,  they 
were  1  per  cent  or  more  in  26  occupations. 

Negro  semi-skilled  workers  were  no  longer  confined  to  the  personal 
service  types  of  work.  Only  17  per  cent  of  the  male  semi-skilled  workers 
were  in  domestic  and  personal  service  pursuits;  in  1910,  the  proportion  had 
been  38  per  cent.  The  percentage  for  females  was  44,  but  in  1910  it  had 
been  53  per  cent.  Negroes  in  manufacturing  and  mechanical  pursuits  in  1920 
represented  56  per  cent  of  -^egro  male  semi-skilled  workers  and  56  per  cent 
of  Negro  female  semi-skilled  workers.  The  remainder  of  the  males  ?:as  dis- 
tributed among,  other  industry  groups,  as  follows:  6  per  cent  in  trade,  4 
per  cent  in  public  service,  and  18  per  cent  in  transportation.  For  fe- 
males, the  .7  of  1  per  cent  in  trade  represented  the  only  persons  outside 
of  manufacturing  ana  mechanical  industries  and  domestic  and  personal  ser- 
vice industries. 

In  1920,  Negroes  were  represented  in  all  but  one  of  the  semi-skill- 
ed occupations  listed;  there  were  no  motormen  on  street  cars. 

Negro  telegraph  and  telephone  linemen  had  increased  only  from  3  to 
4  in  10  years,  but  switchmen  and  flagmen  on  railroads  had  increased  from  8 
to  43. 
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The  cessation  of  European  immigration  at  the  beginning  of  the  World 
',('ar  had  reduced  the  proportion  of  foreign-born  white  workers  in  Chicago. 
In  1910,  46  per  cent  of  all  gainful  workers  were  foreigners;  in  1920,  38 
p<=r  cent  were  foreigners.  In  1910,  48  per  cent  of  all  semi-skilled  workers 
were  foreigners;  in  1920,  42  per  cent  were  foreigners.  The  percentage  for 
foreign-born  '"ales  had  teen  reduced  from  53  per  cent  in  1910  to  46  per  cent 
in  1920,  and  for  foreign-born  females  from  39  in  1910  to  32  in  1920.  The 
foreign-born  workers  represented  more  than  50  per  cent  of  the  males  in  26 
out  of  the  51  occupations  listed  for  males,  between  25  and  49  per  cent  in 
17  occupations,  and  less  than  25  per  cent  in  8  occupations.  For  females, 
they  were  50  per  cent  or  more  in  2  occupations,  between  25  and  49  per  cent 
in  18  and  less  than  25  per  cent  in  12  occupations.  Foreign-born  men  were 
predominant  in  tanneries  and  bakeries,  where  they  were  78  per  cent  of  the 
workers. 

Table  95  shows  the  individual  job  distribution  of  the  eighty-three 
thousand  native  whites,  the  seventy-eight  thousand  foreign-born  whites,  and 
the  five  thousand  I  egroes  who  were  engaged  in  semi-skilled  occupations. 

The  general  influx  of  Negroes   into  the  manufacturing  and  me- 
Skilled 
Workers     chanical   industries  gained  some  advantages  for  them  in  the 

skilled  trades,  but  the  gain  was  far  less  than  would  have  been 
consistent  with  the  proportion  of  Negroes  in  gainful  employment.  The  Ne- 
gro skilled  craftsmen  had  risen  in  number  so  that  they  were  2  per  cent  of 
the  total  number  of  skilled  craftsmen  in  1920;  in  1910,  they  had  been  only 
.6  of  1  per  cent.  In  1910,  Negroes  had  not  amounted  to  as  much  as  5  per 
cent  of  the  workers  in  any  skilled  trade,  and  were  between  1  and  5  per  cent 
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in  only  5  occupations.  In  1920,  Negro  males  v;ere  more  than  5  per  cent  in  3 
occupations  and  between  1  and  5  per  cent  in  23  others  (out  of  a  total  of  44 
occupations  listed). 

Some  of  the  larger  increases  were  in  the  heavy  industries.  Among 
iron  moulders,  founders,  and  casters,  Negroes  increased  from  less  than  1 
per  cent  in  1910  to  9  per  cent  in  1920.  Among  coopers,  the  change  was  from 
2  per  cent  to  12  per  cent.  In  occupations  classified  as  foremen,  Negroes 
increased  in  importance  as  floorwalkers,  as  foremen  and  overseers  in  manu- 
facturing, as  foremen  on  steam  railroads,  as  policemen,  and  as  detectives. 
There  were  still  no  Negroes  among  the  657  t-lectrotypers  and  stereotypers  in 
1920.  There  had  been  4  Negroes  listed  as  street  railway  conductors  in 
1910,  but  none  were  shown  for  1920.  Small  gains  took  place  in  many  of  the 
more  highly  refined  skills,  where  before  Negroes  had  only  a  few  workers. 
In  1910,  there  was  only  one  lithographer,  in  1920,  there  vere  4.  in  1910, 
there  was  only  1  structural  iron  worker;  in  1920,  there  were  2.  There  was 
1  cabinet  mai-cer  in  1910;  the  number  had  increased  to  19  in  1920.  in  1910, 
there  were  2  engravers,  3  inspectors  on  steam  railroads,  5  stonecutters, 
and  6  locomotive  firemen;  in  1920,  there  were  4  engravers,  5  inspectors  on 
steam  railroads,  6  stonecutters,  and  63  locomotive  firemen.  The  gain  in 
numbers  for  Negro  cabinet-makers  was  accompanied  by  a  decrease  in  the  total 
number  of  cabinet  makers  in  the  city. 

Losses  were  experienced  among  the  pattern  and  model  makers,  from  5 
to  2;  locomotive  engineers,  from  Z  to  2;  and  firemen  in  the  fire  department 
from  15  to  9. 

In  1910,  foreign-born  whites  were  56  per  cent  of  the  skilled  work- 
ers and  foremen  in  the  city;  in  1920,  they  were  49  per  cent.  Native  whites 
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were  nearly  44  per  cent  in  1910,  and  49  per  cent  in  1920.  Foreign-bcrn 
whites  were  still  more  than  80  per  cent  of  the  tailors,  shoemakers,  and 
cabinetmakers.  They  were  77  per  cent  of  the  blacksmiths  and  72  per  cent  of 
the  carpente  rs. 

Table  95  presents  the  distribution  of  skilled  workers  and  foremen 
for  1920. 

Fourteen  of  the  clerical  occupations  -  numerated  for  males  in 

Clerks  and     1920  were  also  givm   in  1910.    I::  these  occupations,   the 
Kindred 
Workers      number  of  Negroes  increased  from  1,014  to  2,554.    In  1910, 

Negroes  were  about  .7  of  1  per  cent  of  th  workers  in  these 
occupations;  in  1920,  they  were  1.3  per  cant.  In  7  occupations  which  were 
listed  both  times  for  females,  there:  were  230  Negro  -.omen  in  1910  and  1,757 
in  1920.  In  1910,  Negro  women  were  .3  of  1  per  cent  of  the  workers  in  the 
7  occupations;  in  1920,  they  were  1.3  per  cent.  Ihe  proportion  of  Negroes 
in  clerical  positions,  however,  was  still  far  belov  the  general  representa- 
tion of  Negro-.,  s  among  the  gainfully  employed.  In  1910,  Negro  males  were  1 
p:r  cent  or  mora  of  the  workers  in  4  of  the  14  occupations;  in  1920,  they 
were  1  per  cent  or  more  in  6  of  the  14  occupations.  Negro  females  were  1 
p.r  cent  or  more  in  1  of  the  7  occupations  in  1910,  ana  in  5  of  them  in 
1920.  There  were  3  additional  occupations  for  males  and  1  for  females  in 
which.  Negroes  were  more  than  1  per  cent  of  the  workers. 

The  8  Negro  b<  •  and  freight  agents,  in  1910,  had  been  reduced 
to  2  by  1920,  making  Negroes  only  .4  of  1  p  r  cent  of  th-  group  instead  of 
1.5  per  c-rnt  as  they  had  been  in  1910. 

The  number  of  men  employ' d  as  clerks   (exc  pt   in  .-tores)  had  in- 
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creased  from  572  in  1910  to  1,659  in  1920.  For  females,  tht  increase  was 
from  45  to  o94.  For  clerks  in  stores,  th.  increase  for  males  was  from  58 
to  173,  and  for  females,  45  to  518. 

Clerical  workers  were  81  pur  cent  native  white  in  1910  and  83  per 
cent  in  1920.  Foreign-born  whites  were  18  per  cent  of  the  clerks  in  1910 
and  16  per  a  nt  in  1920,  Table  97  gives  the  distribution  of  clerks  and 
kindred  workc  -a  for  1920. 

There  v,ere  18  proprietary  and  managerial  occupations  list- 
Proprietors  , 

Managers  and  ad  in  1920  which  werr  also  listed  in  1910.  In  these  oceu- 
Officials 

pations  th  r  were  .353  K_groes  in  1910,  and  835  in  1920. 

Negroes  gained  some  small  advantage  in  proportion  of  workers  in  10  of  the 
occupations;  they  showed  no  gains  in  3  of  them  ana  lost  ground  in  5  others. 
The  only  significant  increases  were  as  undertakers,  in  which  Negroes  were 
4  per  cent  of  the  persons  engaged  in  1910  and  6  per  c  .nt  in  1920;  and  as 
proprietors  of  transfer  companies,  where  th  proportion  of  Negroes  in- 
creased from  3  to  5  per  cent.  The  increase  in  the  latter  group  was  du.j  to 
tht.  large  number  of  Negroes  operating  one-horse  or  one-truck  transfer  busi- 
nesses of  th  ir  oT..n. 

There  weru  still  no  Negro  officials  or  superintendents  on  steam 
railroads.  There  were  no  N?:p,ro  cumin  rcial  brokers  or  commission  men  in 
1920;  whereas,  there  had  h-  en  7  ir.  1910.  There  were  3  Negroes  reported  as 
stock-brokers  in  1920;  none  for  1510.   Th-.  number  of  managers  and  superin- 


34 

Officials  and  inspectors  (city  3nd  county)  wer  listed  for  1910 

but  not  for  1920;  garage  keepers  and  manag  rs,  brokers  and  money  lenders 
(except  stock-brokers,)  officials  of  insurance  compani  s,  proprietors,  of- 
ficials and  managers  (not  otherwise  specified,)  United  States  officials, 
and  billiard  and  pool  room  k  ep  rs  were  listed  in  1920,  but  not  in  1910. 
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tendents  in  manufacturing  had  been  reduced  from  45  to  12.  The  number  of 
Negro  retail  dealers  had  increased  from  218  to  £28  and  I  i  ir  proportion  to 
all  retail  dealers  from  .6  of  1  per  cent  to  1.3  per  cunt. 

Black's  Blue  Book,  for  1921,  a  directory  of  Negro  business  and  pro- 
fessional men,  listed  387  of  the  '528  Negro  owned  retail  businesses,  as  fol- 
lows : 

124  Grocery  stores  6  bookstores 

41  ice  cream  and  con-  5  bakeries 

foctionary  dealers  5  music  stores 

38  dress  shops  4  florists 

28  drug  stores  4  jewelers 

24  notion  stores  2  hardware  stores 

14  newspaper  and  2  vending  ma  chine- 

magazine  stands  dealers 

13  millinery  stor-js  1  beverage  dealer 

15  furniture  stores  1  dealer  in  feathers 
11  cosmetic  dealers  1  feed  store 

11  garages  and  auto  1  flavoring  and  ex- 
parts  stores  tract  store 

9  clothing  and  furnishing  1  fur  shop 

store  s  1  junk  i  :aL  r 

9  herb  medicine  dealers  1  shoe  store 

8  electric  shops  1  us^d  clothes  store 

7  fish  markets  1  variety  store 

Table  98  gives  the  distribution  of  proprietors,  managers  and  of- 
ficials by  specific  occupation.  Here  -..-  car.  see  that  th;  persons  in  pro- 
prietary and  managerial  occupations  wera  larg-.  ly  native  born  whites.  A  few 
exceptions  to  this  rule  include  saloan-krepers,  who  v;ore  three-fourths 
foreign-born;  restaurant,  cafi  ,  and  lunchroom  keepers,  who  were  60  per  cent 
foreign-born;  and  retail  dealers  and  manufacturers,  each  over  50  per  cent 
foreign-born.  Negroes  had  their  highest  representation  as  billiard  and 
pool  room  keepers,  where  they  wore  16  per  cent  of  the  total  number. 


There  were  18  professional  occupations  for  men  listed  in 
Professional 

Persons        1920  ivhich  had  been  listed  also   in  1910.  In  these  posi- 
tions, there  v.ere  659  Negro  men  in  1910  and  1,150  in  1920.  Although  there 
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was  an  80  per  cent  increase  in  the  number  of  professionals,  the  increase  in 
population  was  so  much  greater  that  the  professional  services  available  to 
each  member  of  the  community  were  reduced.  Where,  in  1310,  for  each  10,000 
Negro  population,  there  had  been  30  physicians  and  10  lawyers,  in  1920, 
there  were  only  19  physicians  and  9  lawyers.  The  ratio  of  school  teachers 
to  population  remained  the  sane.  The  rate  of  increase  for  clergymen  out- 
stripped that  of  the  Negro  population.  The  76  clei  -yr:^:  1,  in  1910,  provided 
the  community  with  17  for  each  10,000  population.  The  population  had  in- 
creased 148  per  cent,  and  the  number  of  clergymen,  182  per  cent.  Dentists 
had  flocked  to  the  city  as  rapidly  as  did  clergymen.  In  the  ten  year  peri- 
od, the  number  per  10,000  population  had  increased  from  3  to  6. 

Among  women,  2  professional  groups  showed  marked  increases.  The 
number  of  school  teachers  increased  from  53  to  138,  ana  the  number  of 
trained  nurses  from  42  to  116.  The  increase  in  teachers  was  not  sufficient 
to  maintain  the  1910  ratio  of  teachers  to  children  5  through  14  years  of 
age.    In  1910,   there  had  been  149  teachers  for  each  10,000  children;   in 

1920,  there  were  only  134.   Only  14  female  Negro  physicians  were  enumerated 

""5 
in  1920;  whereas,  25  had  been  recorded  in  1910." 

Small  increases  occurred  in  the  proportion  of  Negroes  in  each  pro- 
fessional occupation,  except  the  artists  and  the  showmen,  where  small  de- 
creases were  shown.  The  proportion  of  Negroes  in  the  whole  professional 
class  had  risen  from  2  to  3  per  cent.  Table  99  rives  the  distribution  of 
professional  persons  into  specific  dccu  ati  ns. 


The  1910  report  was  evidently  in  error.   The  American  ieaical  Di- 
rectory recorded  4  licensed  Negro  female  physicians  in  1912  and  6  in  1921. 
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The  Chicago  industries  absorbed  the  large  number  of  Negro  workers 
who  came  to  the  city  during  the  World  V.'ar.  One-half  of  the  men  entered  the 
manufacturing  and  mechanical  industries,  wh  re  :  >r  tlu  first  tine,  Negroes 
gained  entrance  in  significant  numbers.  Ihf  >ro  ortion  of  Negroes  in  these 
industries  increased  from  1  per  ce  "  to  4  per  cent.  Ijore  than  three  thou- 
sand Negroes  entered  the  iron  and  steel  industries  alone.  There  was  not  a 
single  mechanical  occupation  in  which  Negroes  had  been  as  much  as  8  per 
cent  of  the  workers  in  1910.  In  1920,  Negroes  were  more  than  10  per  cent 
of  the  workers  in  10  occupations,  and  more  than  6  per  cent  in  13  occupa- 
tions. 

Of  the  twenty-seven  thousand  Negro  men  and  twelve  thousand  Negro 
women  workers  who  came  to  Chicago  between  1910  and  1920,  half  of  the  men 
entered  the  manufacturing  and  mechanical  industries,  one-fourth  of  them 
went  into  trade,  one-twelfth  went  into  domestic  and  personal  service,  6  per 
cent  entered  the  transportation  field,  5  p< r  cent  obtained  work  in  clerical 
occupations,  3  per  cent  went  in  public  service,  and  2  per  cent  entered  the 
professions.  Among  the  women,  one-half  became  domestic  servants;  29  per 
cent  entered  the  manufacturing  and  mechanical  industries,  mainly  as  dress- 
makers and  seamstresses  and  as  machine  operators  in  factories;  8  per  cent 
became  clerical  workers;  7  per  3en1  secured  jobs  in  retail  stores,  mainly 
as  saleswomen  and  clerks;  3  per  cent  were  professional  persons;  2  per  cent 
became  workers  in  the  transportation  industries,  mainly  as  unskilled 
workers. 
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TABLE  51 


5ER  C/.ICT  DISTRIBUTION  OF  IflL  GAINFUL  ','ORIffiRS  BY 

social-ego:  whig  grouts,  by  coLOxi  0;<  Race:    1930 


Social- 

Foreign- 

Economic 

Native 

Bom 

Other 

Grou 

P* 

AL 

Tot-  1 

lliite 

Netfro 

Races 

TOT 

ic :  .c 

10:,  .0 

100.0 

100.0 

100 .0 

(1) 

3 .2 

2.7 

2.3 

(2) 

(a) 

0  p 

7  .3 

10.  G 

.1 

2.4 

4.5 

(b) 

4.0 

3.0 

1.2 

1.4 

(c) 

4.1 

4.7 

:'  . 

1.2 

3.1 

(3) 

27.7 

33 . 6 

13.0 

6.6 

6.1 

(4) 

17.4 

If  .7 

23.7 

7.3 

4.5 

(5) 

20 . 6 

19.9 

2 1 . 3 

21.8 

15.3 

(a) 

11.8 

]  1 .  u 

13.9 

IC  .0 

3.7 

(b) 

3.8 

8.3 

7.9 

11.8 

6.6 

(6) 

. 

9.9 

27  .2 

59.3 

67.2 

(a) 

.2 

.1 

.5 

.1 

.2 

(b) 

•  O 

3.3 

11 . 6 

13.3 

32.6 

(c) 

4.0 

£.1 

5.5 

10.6 

19.2 

(d) 

3.4 

3.3 

9.8 

35.3 

15.2 

F  'o  '<    :s  ic  :.-  1  j   '   .; 
Proprietors,  Managers,  and  Officials 
■  ■   :•.-.  (   ._•'■.   '   '  '   ;') 
sale  and  r  ta LI  1  alors 
01  _  r  pro  ri  tors,  nanapors,  and  officials 
Gi-  rks  and  Kindred  »7or] 
Skilled  ./ork<  rs  and  Foremen 
L-skilled  Workers 

(a)  Seni-skiiled  workerf  in  mr.nufactur 

(b)  Oth  r  s  ni-skilled  workers 
(6)     Unskill  I  for 

(a)  Fam  1) 

(b)  Factory  and  1  wilding    s   n  ;1  cx  itioj      cl      ' 

(c)  Other  laborers 

(d)  Servant  cla:   s 


(1) 

(2) 

f    > 

\- ) 
(b) 

( "\ 

(c) 

(4) 

(5) 
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i  deet  dist^ib'Jtio::  of  :::i  hall  jaiizful  •  j.tllrs  by 

SOCIAL-LCOHOLIIC    13  OUT  S,    BY    DOLOIi   0-.  rfACL:      1930 


Social- 

Foreign- 

Econonic 

1  •  tive 

Born 

Other 

Group* 

'"  ■  ■*-  «"] 

it 

tiite 

IIer.ro 

Races 

TOTAL 

100  .c 

100  J 

100.0 

100.0 

(1)  5.0  6.5  3.2  L-.5  2.0 

(2)  10.3  10.3  11.9  3.1  4.7 

(a)  .1                      .1  

(b)  3.0  3.0  7.6  1.7  1.5 
(o)  3.2  ■  .■  4.3  1.5  3.2 

(3)  21.9  31.0  11.0  7.3  5.7 

(4)  23.1  22.2  27.8  10.8  4.8 

(5)  19.4  19.7  19.9  16.3  13.; 
(a)  10.5  9.6  12.5 

b)  9.0  10.1  7.4  3.5  5.5 


It! 

.3 

7 

.8 

Q 

.5 

59 

.9 

19 

.5 

1! 

.6 

24 

.7 

(5)  20.2  10.3  26. 1  59.9  69.6 

(a)  .2                             .2  .3  .1  .2 

(b)  ,-.3  !   .  13.4  19.5  53.9 

(c)  5.3  3.3  6.3  13.6  20.2 

(d)  5.3  c  .'  6.1  24.7  15.2 


(2)  Proprietors,    --•'.     ■   rs,    end   Officials 

(b)  'wholesale   and   retail   dealers 

(c)  Oth   r   r.roprietros,    nam.-   rs,    and   officials 

(3)  CI'  rks   -  [indred     fork*  rs 

(4)  Skilled  Uorkers   and  Foremen 

(5)  S:  :.:  -skilled 

(a)  Serai-skilled  work  rs    in  nanu.fi   staring 

(b)  Other  seni-skilled  v.-orl;     •: 

(6)  Unskilled  Workers 

(a)  Far:.;  1-  borers 

(b)  Factor}7  and  building  constriction  la! 

(c)  Other  Irborers 

(d)  Servant  classes 
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or  in  some  instances,  decreasing.  Such  was  the  case  in  most  of  the  clerical 
positions  for  women. 

The  social-economic  pattern  of  the  Negro  occupational  structure 
Social- 
Economic     was  not  vastly  different  in  1930  from  what  it  had  been  in  1920. 
Classes 

Changes  had  taken  place  in  each  social-economic  class,  but  they 

were  not  sufficiently  lerge  to  alter  the  general  pattern.  The  proportion  of 
workers  in  unskilled  occupations  had  decreased  5  per  cent;  semi-skilled 
workers  had  increased  2  per  cent;  skilled  workers,  proprietary  and  manage- 
rial worker.;,  ana  professional  workers  had  each  increased  less  than  1  per 
cent.  The  proportion  cf  the  workers  engaged  in  clerical  pursuits  had  suf- 
fered a  decline. 

Negroes  '.ere  still  more  than  one -half  unskill?  :,  and  one-fifth  semi- 
skilled. Only  one-fifth  of  the  Negroes  were  abov  the  rank  of  semi-skilled 
workers. 

The  proportion  of  Negroes  who  :  sre  jnskil]  i  orkers  was  more  than 
twice  as  great  as  that  for  tin  foreign-born  whites  and  six  tines  as  gr-at  as 
that  for  native  whites.  There  was  a  somewhat  larger  proportion  of  Negroes 
,in  semi-skilled  occupations  than  was  true  of  native  or  foreign-born  whites, 
and  a  much  smaller  proportion  in  the  higher  social-economic  classes. 

The  proportion  of  N-gro  men  in  unskilled  jobs  decreased  from  67  to 
58  per  cent  between  1J2G  and  1930,  and  increased  in  all  other  social-econom- 
ic classes,  including  clerical  workers.  The  proportion  of  unskilled  women 
increased,  whareas,  th  proj  >rtion  of  clerical  workc rs  was  a  little  more 
than  half  of  the  19.20  figure. 
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Tables  100  through  1015  give  the  distribution  of  the  gainful  workers 
in  Chicago  by  social-economic  class.  Figure  8  shov.s  this  distribution 
graphically. 

Sixty-tv;o  per  cent  of  the  Negro  women  and  25  per  cent  cf  the 

Servant  men  who  entered  the  fit  Id  of  gainful  employment  between  1920 
Classes 

and  1930,  were  in  the  servant  classes.  There  vere  ten  thousand 

Negro  women  servants  in  1920,  and  twenty-five  thousand  in  1930.  For  men, 
the  increase  was  from  twelve  thousand  to  twenty-two  thousand.  The  Negro 
servant  clsases  increased  110  p^r  uent,  while  the  total  servant  classes  in- 
creased 70  per  cent. 

Three  par  cant  more  of  the  Negro  population  were  servants  than  had 
been  true  in  1920.  The  incra  se  was  due  to  the  added  proportion  of  women. 
The  declining  trend  indicated  in  the  previous  dec  de  in  the  proportion  of 
women  servants  (from  67  per  cant  in  1910  to  43  per  cj t  in  1920)  had  been 
short  lived.  *X  the  time  of  the  1930  census,  the  figure  had  risen  to  56 
per  cent.  Sixty  per  cent  of  all  tht  Negro  serv  nts  who  came  to  the  city 
during  the  decade  were  women. 

The  number  of  Negroes  employed  in  each  sp<  cific  domestic  service- 
occupation  increased  greatly,  although  some  decreases  occurred  in  the  per- 
centages that  Negroes  formed  of  the  total  workers  in  some  of  the  jobs  and 
increases  in  others. 

The  effect  of  the  restriction  of  immigration  was  clearly  reflected 
in  the  proportion  of  foreign-born  servants,  especially  the  women.  Foreign- 
born  women  furnished  almost  one -half  of  the  women  in  the  servant  classes  in 
1920,  and  only  one-third  in  1930.  Charwomen  and  cleaners  were  still  re- 
cruited largely  from  the  foreign-born,  but  the  percentage  of  foreign-born 
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women  in  other  domestic  ana  pergonal  service  occupations  had  declined  con- 
siderably. The  places  made  vacant  by  the  lack  of  iirmi  :'ants  were  filled  by 
Negroes  from  the  southern  states. 

Table  106  gives  the  distribution  of  persoi  3  in  5'-  lected  occupations 
in  the  servant  classes. 

Ten  thousand  Negro  unskilled  laborers  came  to  Chicago  between 

Unskilled  1920  and  1930.  They  represented  24  per  cent  of  the  Negro 
Laborers 

workers  who  came  during  the  period.   The  number  of  migrants 

who  found  jobs  as  domestic  servants  was  sufficiently  large,   however,   to 

offset  the  increase   in  unskilled  labor1,  rs,   so  that  the  proportion  of  the 

Negro  population,  which  was  i  ngagod  in  laboring  jobs,  declined  from  30  per 

cent  in  1920  to  13  per  cent  in  1930.   The  proportion  that  Negroes  were  of 

the  total  laboring  class   increased,   hovever,   from  3  per  cent  to  13  per 

cent. 

The  migrant  labor  rs  proc  red  their  ;m;.iloymunt  chiefly  in  building 
construction  and  general  labor,  where  the  increase  was  :  'proximately  four 
thousand  in  some  of  the  iron  and  steel  industries,  in  coal  and  lumber  yards 
and  as  railroad  workers.  kora  than  twonty-five  hundred  I-!  groes  were  added 
to  the  group  of  laborers,  porters  and  helpers  in  stores.  Smaller  numbers 
went  into  the  packing  houses,  chemical  industries,  miscellaneous  food  in- 
dustries, printing,  the  repair  of  roads  and  streets,  and  as  furnacemen  in 
metal  industries. 

The  general  decrease  in  stockyard  laborers  had  a  great  effect  on 
the  Negro  workers,  who  made  up  one-third  of  the  stockyard  workers.  In 
1920,  11  per  cent  of  all  unskilled  workers  were  employed  as  laborers  in  the 
stockyards;   in  1930,  only  3  per  cent  were  thus  employed.   This  large  de- 
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crease  resulted  in  the  loss  of  approximately  thirty-five  hundred  Negro 
workers,  although  the  proportion  of  Negro  to  white  workers  in  the  field  re- 
mained about  the  same. 

The  white  laboring  class  did  not  expand  during  the  decade  1920  to 
1930.  The  ten  thousand  workers  added  to  the  number  of  laborers  already  in 
the  city  wer^  all  Negroes.  The  proportion  of  Negroes  among  laborers  had 
risen  from  13  per  cont  to  18  per  cent,  iJore  striking  increases  occurred  in 
specific  occupations.  Fifty-nim  p-„r  cent  of  all  garage  laborers  wero  Ne- 
groes, compared  with  22  per  cent  in  1920.  Forty  per  cent  of  all  laborers 
in  coal  and  lumber  yards  w<  re  Negroes,  whereas  1  ss  than  20  per  cent  were 
Negroes  in  1920.  Thirty-one  p>:  r  cent  of  all  porters  and  helpers  in  stores 
were  Negroes,  while  in  1920,  only  19  per  cent  had  been  Negroes.  Twenty- 
nine  per  cent  of  all  packing  house  laborers  were  N  groc s  in  1930;  in  1920, 
only  18  per  cent  had  been  Negroes. 

There  were  still  more  foreign-born  whites  than  native  whites  en- 
gaged in  unskilled  work,  although  the  proportion  of  foreign-born  workers 
had  decreased  significantly. 

Table  107  shows  the  distribution  of  p  rsons  in  specific  unskilled 
occupations. 

Negroes  w^ro  5  pur  cent   of  the  workers  in  semi-skilled  occupa- 
Scmi- 

Skilled  tions  in  1920  and  9  per  c^nt  in  1930.  The  number  of  Negro 
Workers 

workers  had  increased  from  twelv?   thousand  to  twenty-seven 

thousand.  The  fifteen  thousand  new  workers  were  ^ve nly  divided  between 
males  and  females. 

The  manufacturing  ana  mechanical  industries  r^cjiv-.d  45  per  c^,nt  of 
the  increase  for  men,   the  transportation  and  communication  industries  re- 
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ceived  27  per  cent,  and  the  domestic  and  pergonal  service  industries  receiv- 
ed 24  per  cent.  The  regaining  4  per  cent  was  divided  betv.een  trade  and  pub- 
lic service.  The  largest  increases  occurred  among  operatives  in  slaughter 
and  packing  houses,  where  r.ore  than  five  hundred  Negro  operatives  v;ere  add- 
ed, anong  chauffeurs  and  truck  drivers,  where  more  than  two  thousand  Negroes 
were  added,  and  as  o_<er..tives  in  laundries,  where  over  eleven  hundred  Ne- 
groes found  work  during  the  decade. 

Among  women,  domestic  and  personal  service  record  67  per  cent  of 
the  newcomers,  and  manufacturing  and  m  ehar.ict;!  industries  received  33  per 
cent.  The  largest  increases  occurred  among  operatives  in  laundries  ana  in 
clothing  factories.  The  number  of  female  Negro  laundry  operatives  incr:as- 
3d  from  fourteen  hundred  to  five  thousand  during  the-  decade.  The  number  of 
operatives  in  clothing  factories  increased  from  less  than  five  hundred  to 
more  than  eleven  hundred. 

The  Negro's  gein  in  importune-.,  in  the  slaughtc  ring  and  nest  packing 
industry  car.  be  3S  n  from  j  coricrrison  of  the  proportion  of  the  Negro  opera- 
tives betwfen  131C  \nd  1930.  In  191C,  orly  2  per  cent  of  the  males  and  less 
than  1  per  c  sr.t  of  th  f  cmal  s  ;;  ro  Negroes.  By  1320,  tne  percentages  had 
risen  to  24  and  18,  ro;  actively.  In  1930,  36  per  cent  of  the  men  and  22 
per  cent  of  the  women  were  I  3gro<  3. 

In  addition  to  their  work  in  the  packing  houses,  Negro  women  were 
also  employed  in  considerable  proportions  in  other  branches  of  the  food  in- 
dustry, especially  in  canning  factories.  Still  ether  manufacturing  and  me- 
chanical industries  absorbed  l^rge  groups  of  Negroes.  One-fourth  of  the  wo- 
men paper  and  pulp  mill  operatives  were  Negroes,  20  per  cent  of  the  women  in 
some  of  the  clothing  factories,  and  21  per  cent  of  the  dressmakers  and  seam- 
stresses, who  did  not  work  in  factories,  were  Negroes. 


i 
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In  1310  tl  sre  had  been  only  184  Negro  women  employed  as  operatives 
in  laundries.  They  represented  only  4  pez  cent  af  t!  e  workers.  In  1920, 
the  1,409  Negro  laundry  operatives  representee  >€  er  cent  of  the  workers. 
In  1930,  the  number  had  risen  to  b,007,  who  represented  55  per  cent  of  all 
laundry  operatives. 

The  proportion  of  foreign-born  white  semi-skilled  workers  had  been 
reduced  from  42  to  33  per  c^.it,  ana  th  -  proportion  of  native  whites  had  been 
correspondingly  increased  from  o3  to  57  per  cent. 

Tabl^  108  shoves  the  distribution  of  semi-skilled  workers  in  specific 
occupations. 

Four  thousand  Negro  skilled  workers  came  to  Chicago  from  the 
Skilled 
Workers     South  between  1920  and  1930,   resulting  in  an  increased  propor- 

tion  of  i.\  ;ro  s  s  ioi  ;  skill  d  craftsmen  from  2  to  3  per  cent. 
The  larger  increases  wei  j  in  tl  mechanical  industries.  Mechanics  were  in- 
creased by  1,  ;72,  .:.  1  •  ■■-  Ln1  :-rs  by  1,059.  In  addition,  there  were 
among  the  four  thousand  work  rs,  414  c;r::  rA  :\. ,  332  plasterers  and  cement 
finishers,  189  iro;  moulders,  ] 4n  plumbers,  108  brick  masons,  85  electri- 
cians, and  53  stationary  engineers.  Llany  of  th'-  accusations  had  twice  the 
number  of  Negro  workers  that  '.  r: •  in  t";  cm  in  1920.  In  addition  to  the  work- 
ers in  heavy  industries,  th  re  wer<  288  tailors,  62  shoemakers,  and  53  up- 
holsterers added  to  the  1920  number.  In  public  service  there  were  53  Negro 
policemen  and  18  firemen  add.d  to  the  force  during  the  decade. 

Some  of  the-  occupations  which  had  only  a  few  Negroes  in  1920,  had 
lost  some  of  these  by  1930.  The  4  lithographers,  in  1920,  had  been  reduced 
to  2  in  1930,  and  the  7  toolmakers  hod  decreased  to  3.  Tho  decreases  for 
Negroes  cam-  in  the  face   of  rising  n 'ambers  for  whites.   The  number  of  Negro 
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locomotive  firemen,  which  had  increased  greatly  between  1910  and  1920,  de- 
creased from  63  to  45  between  1920  and  1930. 

As  can  be  seen  from  Table  109,  26  per  cent  of  the  iron  moulders,  13 
per  cent  of  the  automobile  mechanics,  and  11  per  cent  of  the  plasterers 
were  Negroes.  The  large  gain  in  proportion  of  Negro  iron  moulders,  from  9 
per  cent  to  26  per  cent,  was  due  in  part  to  the  increase  in  Negro  moulders 
from  536  to  725,  and  in  part  to  a  decrease  of  the  total  number  of  moulders 
of  all  races. 

Table  109  gives  the  distribution  of  skilled  workers  in  specific  oc- 
cupations. 

Among  the  Negro  clerical  workers  who  came  to  Chicago  during 
Clerks  and 

Kindred  the  decade  1920  to  1930,  there  were  1,463  general  clerks  in 
Workers 

various  kinds  of  offices,   1,005  salespersons  in  stores,  448 

mail  carriers,  130  bookkeepers,  ad  agents  and  collectors,  75  stenographers 
and  typists,  and  smaller  numo&rs  in  several  other  occupations, 

un'.  striking  change  of  the  decade,  was  the  lar  ••  increase  in  the 
proportion  of  Negroes  among  mail  carriers.  As  Table  110  shows,  16  per  cent 
of  the  mail  carriers  in  the  city  were  Negroc-s.  Another  noticeable  change 
was  the  large  increase  in  number  of  Negro  sal.-  spersons,  both  male  and  fe- 
male. The  Negro  community  had  demanded  jobs  in  stores  owned  by  whites,  and 
had  forced  compliance  with  the  demands  by  an  off  ctive  "spend  your  money 
where  you  can  work"  program,  a  survey  made  by  the  Chicago  Urban  League,  in 
1928,  disclosed  the  extent  to  which  white  business  establishments  in  the 
Negro  community  hired  Negro  help.  The  survey  showed  that  the  numbers  were 
relatively  high  but  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  colored  persons  employed 
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were  only  part  time  workers. 

A  large  number  of  the  "clerks"  enumerated  by  the  census  worked  in 
the  Post  Office. 

Work  in  offices  as  general  clerks  and  in  stores  as  saleswomen 
claimed  more  than  half  of  the  2,192  Negro  female  clerical  workers. 

Table  110  shows  the  distribution  of  clerical  workers  in  specific 
occupations . 

Th?  number  of  Negroes  in  proprietary  and  managerial  posi- 
Proprif tors, 

Kanagr-rs  and  tions  had  ::ore  than  doubled  in  ten  years.  Retail  dealers 
Officials 

represented  54  per  cent  of  all  men   in  the   proprietary 

class,  and  33  per  cent  of  the  women.  The  number  of  retail  dealers  alone 
increased  from  303  to  1,540.  Th^ir  proportion  of  ull  retail  dealers  in  the 
city  more  than  doubled. 

Othur  significant  increases  occurred  among  building  contractors, 
manufacturers,  owners  cf  truck,  transfer  and  cab  companies,  restaurant, 
cafe,  and  lunch  room  keepers,  and  among  undertakers.  h^groes  wGre  found  in 
several  occupations  v. hie/,  are  not  usually  held  by  Negroes.  There  were  30 
Negro  stock  broker.:,  and  ^  superintendents  on  steam  railroads.  There  was  a 
notable  increase  in  the  number  ilegro  city,  county,  una  United  States  of- 
ficials and  inspectors,  with  an  increase  in  state  and  city,  which  was 
greater  than  that  for  the  federal  governmrnt. 

Llore  than  87  per  cent  of  the  ..egroe  s  in  ths  proprietary  group  were 
men.   The  126  women  ;.ho  '..ere   in  retail  businesses   and  the  237  restaurant 


Claude  A.  Barnett,   "V.'e  Win  A  Place  In  Industry,"   Opportunity, 
[March,  1929). 
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keepers,  made  up  almost  the  entire  proprietary  group  among  women.   The  wo- 
men restaurant  keepers  outnumbered  men  6  to  5. 

Table  111  gives  the  distribution  of  proprietors,  managers  and  offi- 
cials in  specific  occupational  groups. 

The  numbrr  of  Negro  professional  persons  was  twice  as 

Professional     great   in  1930  as  it  had  been  in  1920,  but  the  ratio  of 
Persons 

professional  persons  to  each  1,000  Negro  population  re- 
mained at  17,  where  it  had  been  in  1920.  This  represented  a  decrease  from 
1910,  when  for  each  1,000  Negroes  there  had  been  22  Negro  professional  per- 
sons. 

Each  professional  occupation  increased  in  number  with  the  exception 
of  college  professors  and  designers,  each  of  which  was  reduced  from  3  per- 
sons to  1  p  rson.  The  largest  numerical  increase  was  among  the  musicians 
and  teacher.;  of  mu-Jic,  344  of  whom  cam  to  th<  city  during  the  decade. 
School  teachers  ranked  second  with  an  increase  of  :  £  .---  r  the  164  who  were 
in  the  city  in  1920.  The  increase  for  actors  \  s  248,  i  >r  clergymen  it  was 
173,  for  trained  nurses  120,  for  physicians  82,  for  lawyers  80,  and  for 
dentists  66. 

Although  the  ratio  of  Negro  professionals  to  total  Negro  population 
remained  the  same  as  it  had  been  in  1920,  the  ratio  of  some  of  the  more 
highly  skilled  professionals  decreased.  The  number  of  physicians  and  sur- 
geons per  10,000  Negro  population  hud  decreased  from  19  to  12  and  the  num- 
ber of  lawyers  from  9  to  7.  Dentists  remained  the  same,  and  the  number  of 
school  teachers  increased  from  15  to  19. 

A  study  o:  Negro  employees  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  city 
showed  that  the  Negro  teachers  in  the  city  were  employed  in  the  city  school 
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system*   The  study  reported  308  regular  Negro  teachers  and  150  substitute 
teachers  in  June,  1930. 

Negroes  were  heavily  represented  in  those  professional  groups  which 
depended  upon  Negro  patronage,  ana  were  lew  in  the  occupations  which  were 
in  keen  competition  with  whites.  Negroes  formed  a  relatively  high  percent- 
age of  the  clergymen,  the  physicians  and  the  dentists.  In  addition,  a  high 
proportion,  of  Negroes  were  found  in  the  theatrical  and  entertainment  world. 
Ten  per  cent  of  the  musicians  and  of  the  actors  and  showmen  were  Negroes. 

Table  112  gives  the  distribution  of  professional  persons  in  spe- 
cific occupations. 

Figures  A,  B,  C,  and  D  of  the  Appendix  show  the  changes  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  native  white,  foreign-born  white,  and  Negro  gainful  workers 
into  social-economic  classes  over  the  forty  year  period. 


2 
Mary  Josephine  Herrick,   "Lwgro  Employees   of  the  Chicago  Board  of 

Education,"  (Unpublished  M.  A.  thesis,  University  of  Chicago,  1931). 
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Gainful  workers 

BY  SOCIkL-ECQHOiZIC  GROUP-1930 
Native  Vfliite  Foreign  Born  White 
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TABLE  100 


A  SOCIAL-ECONOMIC  GROUPING  AND  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF 
THE  GAINFUL  70RKERS   OF  CHIC.iGOs      1930 


Social- 

Foreign 

Economic 

Native 

Born 

Class* 

Total 

White 

"  flirt  e 

Other 
Races 


Per  per  per  Per  Per 

Number  Cent  Number  Gent  Number  Cent  Number  Cent  Number  Cent 

Total  1,558,858   100  934.317 ICO 481,878  100  129,467 100  13,196   100 

(1)  104,784   6.7  81,352  8.7  19,063  4.0  3,976  3.1  393   3.0 

(2)  131,355   8.4  74,682  8.0  53,099  11.0  2,989  2.3 

(a)  

(b)  131,355   8.4  74,682  8.0  53,099  11. C  2,989  2.3 

(3)  401,686  25.8  338,115  36.2  55,365  11.5  7,434  5.7 

(4)  245,447  15.7  131,902  14.1  104,760  21.7  8,296  6.4 

(5)  297,026  19. C  169,850  18.2  97,875  20.3  27,444  21.2  1,857   14.1 

(6)  301,169  19.4  89,384  9.6  127,801  26.5  75,225  58.1  8,75£   66.4 

(a)  163,170   .2  50,964  .1  76,566  .3  29,041  .1  6,5'99    .2 

(b)  2,699  10.5  1,197  5.5  1,397  15.9  78  22.4  27   50.0 

(c)  135,300   8.7  37,223  4.0  49,838  10.3  46,106  35.6  2,133   16.2 

Unknown  77,391  5.0  49,032  5.2  23,915  5.0  4,103  3.2  341   2.6 


585 

4.4 

. . . 

. . . 

585 

4.4 

772 

5.8 

489 

3.7 

(1)  Professional  persons 

(2)  proprietors,  Managers  and  Officials 

(a)  Farmers  (owners  and  tenants) 

(b)  Proprietors,  managers  and  officials  (except  farmers) 

(3)  Clerks  and  kindred  workers 

(4)  Skilled  workers  and  foremen 

(5)  Semi-skilled  workers 

(6)  Unskilled  workers 

(a)  Other  laborers 

(b)  Farm  laborers 

(c)  Servant  classes 
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IASLS  101 


SOCIAL-ECONOMIC  GROUPING  AND  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF 
THE  GAINFUL  TOWERS   CF  CHICAGO!      1930 


Social- 

F-jrei 

gn 

-- 

■ 

Economic 

Native 

Born 

Other 

Class 

Total 

T/hii 

;e 

White 

Negro 

Races 

Fer 

Per 

Per 

Fer 

Fer 

Number 

Cent 

Number 

Cent 

Number 

Cent 

Number 

Cent 

Ni 

amber 

■  Cent 

Kale 

1,152,108 

ICC 

549,273 

ICO 

405,343 

100 

85,046 

100 

12 

,446 

100 

(1) 

63,745 

5.6 

46,455 

7.1 

14,395 

3.5 

2,563 

3.0 

332 

2.7 

(2) 
(a) 
(b) 

123, 33C 

10. 7 

69,861 

1C.8 

50,291 

12.4 

2,602 

3.1 

576 

4.6 

123,330 

IC.7 

69,561 

1C.8 

50 ,291 

12.4 

2,602 

3.1 

576 

4.6 

(3) 

224,117 

19.5 

160,569 

27.8 

37,618 

9.3 

5,242 

6.2 

688 

5.5 

(4) 

240,995 

20.9 

129,168 

19.9 

103,202 

25.5 

8,140 

9.6 

485 

3.9 

(5) 

203,004 

17.6 

114,217 

17.5 

74,157 

18.3 

13,147 

15.4 

1 

,483 

11.9 

(6) 

225,119 

19.5 

64,230 

9.9 

102,727 

25  .3 

49,614 

58.3 

8 

,548 

68.7 

(a) 

2,699 

.2 

1,197 

.2 

1,397 

.3 

78 

.1 

27 

»< 

(b) 

156,443 

13.6 

47,249 

7.3 

74,528 

18.4 

28,161 

33.1 

6 

,505 

52.3 

(c) 

65,977 

5.7 

15,784 

2.4 

26,602 

6.6 

21,575 

25.1 

2 

,016 

16.2 

Unknown 

71,798 

6.2 

44,773 

6.9 

22,953 

5.7 

3,736 

4.4 

334 

2.7 

r(l)   Professional  persons 

(2)  Proprietors^  Managers  and  Officials 

(a)  Farmers  (owners  and  tenants) 

(b)  proprietors,  managers  and  officials  (except  farmers) 

(3)  Clerks  and  kindred  workers 

(4)  Skilled  workers  and  foremen 

(5)  Semi-skilled  workers 

(6)  Unskilled  workers 

(a)  Other  luborers 

(b)  Farm  laborers 

(c)  Servant  classes 
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Female 

(1) 
(2) 


(a) 
(b) 


0) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 


(a) 
(b) 
(c) 


Unknown 


TABLE  102 

a  social-economic  grouping  and  percentage  distribution  of 
the  Gainful  vorkers  of  Chicago s    1930 


Social- 

Foreign 

Economic 

Native 

Born 

Other 

Class* 

Total 

White 

White 

Negro 

Races 

Per 

Number  Cent 

Per 

Number  Cent 

Number 

Per 
Cent 

Per 

Number  Cent 

Number 

Per 

Cent 

406,750  100 

285,044   100 

76,535 

100 

44.421   100 

750 

ICO 

41,039  10.1 

8,025  2.0 

8,025  2.0 

177,569  43.6 

4,452  1.1 

94,022  23.1 

76,050  18.7 

6,727  1.7 
69,323  17. C 

5,593  1.4 


34,897  12.2 

4,821  1.7 

4,821   1.7 

157,546  55.3 

2,734   1.0 

55,633  19.5 

25,154  8.8 

3,715   1.3 
21,439  7.5 

4,259   1.5 


4,668 

2,808 

2,808 

17,747 

1,558 

23,718 

25,074 

2,038 
23,036 

962 


6.1 

3.7 

3.7 

23.2 

2.0 

31.0 

32.8 

2.7 
30.1 

1.2 


1,413   3.2 

387   .9 
.....   ... 

387   .9 

2,192  4.9 

156   .3 

14,297  32.2 

25,611  57.7 

880  2.0 
24,781  55.7 


365 


.8 


61  8.1 

9  1.2 

9  1.2 

84  11.2 

4  .5 

374  49.9 

211  28.2 

...  . . .  . 

94  12.6 

117  15.6 

7  .9 


(2) 


(3) 

(4) 
(5) 
(6) 


Professional  persons 

proprietors,  Managers  and  Officials 

(a)  Farmers  (owners  and  tenants) 

(b)  proprietors,  managers  and  officials  (except  farmers) 
Clerks  and  kindred  workers 

Skilled  workers  and  firemen 
Semi-skilled  workers 
Unskilled  workers 

(a)  Other  laborers 

(b)  Farm  laborers 

(c)  Servant  classes 
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TABLE  103 


PER  CENT  DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  GAINFUL  70RKERS   OF  EACH 
SOCIAL-ECONOMIC   CLASS  BY  NATIVITY  AND   COLOR:      1930 


Foreign 
Social-Economic   Class  Native     Born  Other 
Total  V/hite        "Thite Negro     Races 

TOT^  100  .-0 59..9  30.9 8.3  .9 

professional  persons  10C.0   77 ..6 

Proprietors,  Managers  and  Officials   100.0   56.9 
Farmers  (owners  and  tenants)        .....    . ... 

Proprietors,  managers  and  officials 

(except   farmers)  100.0        56.9 

Clerks  and  kindred  workers  100.0   84.2 

Skilled  workers  and  foremen  100.0   53.7 

Semi-skilled  workers  100.0   57.2 

Unskilled  workers  100.0   29.7 

Farm  laborers  100.0   44.3 

Other  laborers  100.0   31.2 

Servant  classes  100 .-C   27.5 


18.2 

3,8 

.4 

40.4 

2.3 

.4 

■*■>•   • 

... 

•   • 

40.4 

2.3 

.4 

13.8 

1.8 

.2 

42.7 

3.4 

.2 

3  3..0 

9.2 

.6 

42.4 

25.0 

2.9 

51.8 

2.9 

1.0 

46.9 

17.8 

4.1 

36.8 

34.1 

1.6 
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TABLE   104 


p::r  cent  distribution  of  all  gainful  workers  of  each 
social-economic  class  by  nativity  and  color;    1930 


j<  oreign 
Social-Economic   Class  Native     Born  Other 
Total     White       '/hits          Negro     Races 


TOTAL  MALE  100.0       56.3  35.2 7.4        1,1 

Professional   persons 

Proprietors,   Managers  and   Officials       100.0        56. £ 
Farmers   (ovmers  and  tenants) 
Proprietors,   managers   and   officials 
(except    farmers) 

Clerks  and  kindred  workers 

Skilled  workers  and   foremen 

Semi-skilled  workers 

Unskilled  workers 
Farm  laborers 
Other   laborers 
Servant   classes 


100.0 

72.9 

22.6 

4.0 

.5 

100.0 

56.6 

40.8 

2.1 

.5 

•    •-•■; 

*    •  •   » 

•  *  t  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

100.0 

56.6 

40.8 

2.1 

.5 

100.0 

80.6 

16.8 

2.3 

.3 

100.0 

53.6 

42.8 

3.4 

0 

100.0 

56.3 

36.5 

6.5 

.7 

10C.0 

26.5 

45.6 

22.1 

3.8 

100.0 

44.3 

51.8 

2.9 

1.0 

100.0 

3C.2 

47.6 

18.0 

4.2 

100.0 

23.9 

^rC.6 

32.4 

3.1 
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TABLE  1C5 


PER  CENT  DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  GAINFUL  '/ORICRS  OF  EACH 
SOCIAL-ECONOMIC  CLASS  BY  N  TIVITY  AND  COLOR s   1930 


Foreign 

Social-Economic  Class 

Nat  iv  e 

Born 

Other 

Total 

White 

White   Negro 

Races 

TOTAL  FEMALE 

Professional  persons 

Proprietors,  Managers  and  Officials   100.0   60.1 
Farmers  (owners  and  tenants) 
proprietors,  managers  and  officials 
(except  farmers) 

Clerks  and  kindred  workers 

Skilled  workers  and  foremen 

Semi-skilled  workers 

Unskilled  workers 
Farm  laborers 
Other  laborers 
Servant  classes 


100.0 

70.1 

18„8 

10.9 

2 

100.0 

85.0 

11.4 

3.4 

.2 

100.0 

60.1 

35.0 

4.8 

.1 

•  •  ■  •  ft 

.... 

•  *  •  • 

... 

•  « 

10G.0 

60.1 

35.0 

4.8 

.1 

10C.0 

88.7 

10.0 

1.2 

.1 

100.0 

61.4 

35.0 

3.5 

.1 

100.0 

59.2 

25.2 

15.2 

.4 

100.0 

33.1 

32  9 

33.7 

.3 

..... 

...  i 

.... 

.... 

. . 

100.0 

55  ,2 

3C.3 

13.1 

1.4 

10C.0 

30,9 

33.2 

35.7 

.2 
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TABLE  106 
PER  CUNT  DISTRIBUTION  OF  SERVANT  CLASSES  BY  NATIVITY,  RACE,  AND  SEX;   1930 


. 

Total 

Foreign 

Occupation 

Total 

Per 

Native 

v',orn 

Other 

Number 

Cent 

White 

h/hite 

Negro 

Races 

TOTAL 

135,300 

100.0 

27.5 

36.8 

34.1 

1.6 

Male 

65,977 

100.0 

23.9 

40.6 

32.4 

3.1 

Elevator  tenders 

4,820 

100.0 

49.4 

38.7 

10.6 

1.3 

Janitors  and   sextons 

16,437 

100.0 

21.4 

59.2 

19.1 

.3 

Domestic   and  personal   service   4,244 

10C.0 

6.0 

10.5 

82.2 

1.3 

Steam  railroad 

3,326 

100.0 

3.5 

1.1 

94.9 

.5 

All   other  porters 

2,552 

100.0 

6.4 

10.7 

82.5 

.4 

Servants 

16,093 

10C.0 

26.2 

40.8 

26.6 

6.4 

Waiters 

9,639 

100.0 

25.0 

36.8 

31.4 

6.8 

All   other   occupations 

6,361 

100.0 

35.7 

49.5 

12.8 

2.0 

Female 

69,323 

100.0 

30.9 

33.2 

35.7 

.2 

Charwomen  and    cleaners 

2,191 

100.0 

12.5 

67.1 

20.4 

Elevator  tenders 

389 

100.0 

46.5 

10.5 

42.7 

.3 

Janitors  and   sextons 

1,870 

100.0 

22.3 

68.0 

9.6 

.1 

Laundresses    (not    in  laundry 

2,912 

100.0 

13.1 

30.8 

55.9 

.2 

Servants 

49,797 

100.0 

23.9 

33.5 

42.5 

.1 

Waitresses 

11,651 

100.0 

69.6 

20.6 

9.5 

.3 

All   other  occupations 

513 

100.0 

35.5 

52.0 

11.9 

.6 
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TiiBLG  107 


per  cent  distribution  of  unskilled  laborers  by  nativity, 
race,  and  sex:  1930 


Occupation 


Total 
Total    Per   Native 
N  umb  e  r   Cent  \  71 .  i  t  e 


Foreign 

Born 

White    Negro 


TOTAL 


Male 


Other 

Races 


163,170 

1C0.0 

31.2 

1:6.9 

17.8 

4.1 

156,443 

1C0.0 

30.2 

47.6 

18.0 

4.2 

Manufacturing:  and  Mechanical 
Industries 
Firemen  (except  locomotive 
and  fire  department) 
Furnacemen,  smeltermen, 

heaters,  puddlers,  etc. 
Laborers  ins 

Furnaces  and  steel  rolling 
mills 

Other  iron  and  steel,  etc. 
industries 

Chemical  and  allied  in- 
dustries 
Electrical  machinery  and 

supply  factories 
General  and  not  specified 

laborers 
Laborers  and  helpers  in 

building  construction 
Lumber  and  furniture 

industries 
paper,  printing  and  allied 

industries 
Slaughter  and  packing  houses 
Other  food  and  allied 

industries 
Other  industries 


3,669 

100.0 

40.8 

43.2 

15.0 

1.0 

1,400 

10C.C 

38.9 

42a 

11.4 

7.6 

10,722 

100.0 

20.7 

46.8 

14.2 

18.3 

16,593 

100.0 

25.5 

53.7 

18.1 

2.7 

3,542 

100.0 

23.2 

51.6 

17.6 

2.6 

3,803 

100.0 

52.2 

45.4 

1.7 

.7 

12,319 

100.0 

35.2 

39t5 

23.2 

2.1 

21,454 

100.0 

24.6 

61.7 

13.3 

.4 

2,482 

100.0 

35.3 

54.3 

9.4 

1.0 

2    532 

100.0 

48.1 

35.2 

15.2 

1.5 

6,755 

100.0 

13.6 

45.3 

28.7 

7.4 

2,998 

100.0 

35.4 

47.4 

14.2 

3.0 

19,334 

100.0 

36.2 

50.7 

10.2 

2.9 

Transportation  and  Communica- 
tion 
Draymen,  teamsters  and 

carriage  drivers 
Laborers  in: 

Garages 

Road  and   street 

Steam  railroads 


4,896     100.0      66.0        26.3 


3,107      100.0      25.7 

4,361      1CC.0      21.3 

12,976      100. C     20.9 


7.6 


.1 


15.4 

58.5 

.4 

64.6 

13.1 

1.0 

51.5 

14.0 

13.6 
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TABLE  107  (Continued) 


Occupation 


Total         Foreign 
Total    Per     Native  Born  Other 

Number   Cent    White  White    Negro  Races 


Male  (continued) 


Trado  . 

Laborers,  coal-yards  and 

lumberyards 
Laborers,  porters  and  helpers 

in  stores 
Laborers,  stock-yards 


3,813    100.0  21.3   37.6 


10,510 
4,822 


100.0   35.5    32.1 
100.0  18.3   39.6 


40.5 

31.8 
34.2 


.5 

.6 
7.4 


Public  Service 
Laborers 


4,355    100.0   37.5    52.5 


9.7 


.3 


Female 


6,727 


100.0 


30.3 


13.1 


1.4 


Ma nuf a ct ur inf;  and  IWjchanical 
Industries 
Laborers  ins 
Electrical  machinery  and 

supply  factories 
Iron  and  steel,  machinery 
and  vehicle  industries 
Paper,  printing  and  allied 

industries 
Slaughter  and  packing  houses 
Other  industries 

Transportation 
Laborers,  steam  railroads 


579 

100.0 

77.7 

21.6 

.5 

.2 

426 

100. c 

4-7.9 

30.5 

20.2 

1.4 

377 

1C0.C 

71.6 

18.0 

1C.1 

.3 

775 

100.0 

33.3 

47.1 

17.0 

2.6 

3,566 

100.0 

60.8 

36.2 

11.5 

1.5 

352 

100.0 

7.9 

45.5 

44.3 

2.3 

Trado 
Laborers,  porters  and  helpers 
in  stores 


652 


1C0.0   51.7   39.1 


8.3 


.9 
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T,iLZ  108 

i  :::  cent  distribution  of  seiji-seilled  workers 

BY  KATIVITY,   RACE,   AL©  Sii::      19; 


Occupation 


Total  Foreign 

Total      Per         dative     Born 


lite         ilegro 


TC  TAL 


Nuafcer     C  ^-.t        V.liite 
;57,02G      130. 0      57.2  55. C 9^j 


male 


Manufacturing 


205,004  100.0   56.5 

nd  Mechanical  Industries 


>.o 


Bakers 

Filers,  r  rind<   ,   uff    and 

polishers  ( . :. T  al )  5 

Painters,  glazi  :■  ,  " 

(factory)  4 

Operatives  in: 

Chemical  and  :  Hie   .   .   rii  ,:      £ 

Electrical  . :  ly 

factories  1C 

Furniture  fa 

Other  lunbe:   .   5     ure 
industries  5 

Blast  furnact  1  ■  llin 

mills  4 

Car  and  rail   id  shops  5 

Other  iron  an  steel,   "  c . , 
industries  17 

Leather  industries 

Metal  industries  (exec  1   ron  and 
steel)  2 

Printing,  pucli  hin     I  en  ravin 

Slaughter  an  x.  es 

Other  food  and  alli£  !  industries 

Suit,  coat  an   )verall  factories 

Other  clothin,  Ln   tries  2 

Other  industries 


7 , 518   100 .C   26 . 
37   100. 
i  5;   100. 
LOO. 


157   100.0   74.8 

512     1  I   .  I     r\.0 

171   1   . 


70.0 
47.5 

.  .9 
50.8 


Other 
Paces 


2.6 

1.4 

3.7 

.4 

5.1 

.7 

10.2 

.7 

.4 

.5 

1.7 

.1 

2 . 7 


1 

1      . 

.  . 

4  I  .£ 

4.1 

.  .: 

1   !     . 

:  .••! 

>6.1 

•:.;- 

.5 

.  ; 

1        . 

■7  .  4 

1 . 3 

;  .• 

.5 

lie 

1   1     . 

.3 

;  .5 

3 . 9 

.5 

>1! 

5  IC  . 

. 

. 

■  .7 

.7 

.< 

. 

7    . 

■ 

•    - 

1.9 

,  5 

■ 

i  •    . 

:-     .1 

.7 

1. 

5  75 

. 

. 

. 

.; 

1.4 

\ 

1  10.  / 

, 

.. 

13.2 

.4 

10    . 

1    .1 

. 

-.5 

•• 

1    . 

7. 

'.': 

.5 

.8 

-24C- 


TABLE  108    (Continued) 


Total 

Foreign 

Occupation 

Total 

Per 

Native 

Born 

Other 

Number 

Cent 

";hite 

/hite 

Negro 

Races 

Transportation  and   Communicat 

ion 

Brakemen,    steam  railroad 

1,176 

100.0 

85.7 

13.2 

1.0 

.1 

Chauffeurs   and  truck  and 

tractor  drivers 

40,168 

10C.C 

73.3 

19.0 

7.5 

.2 

Motormen,    street   railroad 

6,204 

100.0 

59.9 

40.1 

•  •  • 

* 

Switchmen  and  flagmen,    steam 

railroad 

5  ,304 

100.0 

79.3 

19.1 

1.0 

.1 

Telegraph  and  telephone   linemen 

",942 

1C0.C 

89.4 

10.5 

.1 

* 

Trade 
De liver ynen,    bakeries   and   stores      8,720  100.0      57.9        27.2  4.8  .1 

Fublic   Service 
Guards,   v/atchmen  and   doorkeepers     6,999  100,0     45.7       48.0  6,3 

Domestic   and  personal   Service 
Barbers,    hairdressers  and 
manicurists  8,744  100.0      34.5        55.4  9.4  .7 

Cleaning,    dyeing  and  pressing 

shop  workers 
Laundry   operatives 


2,558 

10C.0 

36.8 

48.0 

15.1 

.1 

5,667 

100.0 

43.6 

23.0 

26.3 

7.1 

Female  94,022  100.0     59.2        25.2  15.2 

Manufacturing:  and  ! Mechanical 
Industries 
Bakers  408    100.0  42.4   45.8     10.8   1.0 

Dressmakers  and  seamstresses 

(not  in  factories) 
Milliners  and  millinery  dealers 
Operatives  ins 
Automobile  factories 
Chemical  and  allied  indusxries 
Clothing  industries: 
Corset  factories 

Suit,  ccat  and  overall  factories3, 
Other  clothing  industries 
Electrical  machinery  and  supply 
factories 


4,840 

100,0 

50.0 

28.6 

21.1 

.3 

2,913 

100.0 

66.6 

30.2 

3.1 

.1 

448 

100. 0 

75.9 

17.0 

6.9 

.2 

1,274 

100.0 

79.4 

17.1 

0  f -' 

.3 

472 

100.0 

76.9 

20.6 

2.3 

.2 

;3,385 

ICO.O 

43.1 

52.3 

4.6 

* 

.0,271 

100.0 

45 . 6 

34.5 

19.6 

.3 

7,224 

100.0 

81.5 

18.2 

1 

.1 
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TABLE  108   (Continued) 


Total 

Foreign 

Occupation 

Total 

Per 

Native 

Born 

Other 

Number 

Cent 

White 

White 

Negro 

Races 

Food  and  allied  industries: 

Bakeries 

1,154 

100.0 

76.4 

21.9 

1.3 

.4 

Candy  factories 

3,C63 

100.0 

79.8 

17.4 

2.3 

.5 

Fruit  and  vegetable  canning,  etc. 

<x39 

100.0 

42.3 

41.1 

16,4 

.2 

Slaughter  and  packing  houses 

1,710 

100.0 

42.9 

34  3 

21.5 

1.3 

Other  food  and  allied  industries 

1,118 

100.0 

50.7 

18.5 

30.7 

.1 

Furniture  factories 

378 

100.0 

56.4 

31.2 

12.4 

— 

Blank  books,  envelopes,  tags,  paper 

bags,  etc.,  factories 

566 

100.0 

85.0 

13.9 

1.1 

— 

Paper  and  pulp  mills 

347 

100.0 

51.6 

22.5 

25.9 

-- 

Paper-box  factories 

'508 

100.0 

83.9 

15.7 

.4 

— 

Printing,  publishing  and  engraving 

3,585 

100.0 

87.9 

11.6 

,4 

.1 

Shoe  factories 

991 

100.0 

78.4 

17.3 

4.2 

.1 

Silk  mills 

565 

100.0 

76.9 

19.5 

1.4 

.2 

Tinware,  e name 1 ware ,  etc.,  factories  '855 

100.0 

22.4 

2.3 

.1 

Other  industries 

15,923 

100.0 

65.0 

23.3 

11.2 

.5 

Domestic  and  Personal  Service 

Barbers,  hairdressers  and 

manicurists 

5,599 

100.0 

66.5 

14.4 

19.0 

.1 

Boarding  and  lodging  housekeepers 

5,795 

100.0 

50.5 

31.0 

16.2 

2.3 

Cleaning,  dyeing  and  pressing  shop 

workers 

'839 

100.0 

45.4 

30.4 

24.2 



Housekeepers  and  stewardesses 

6,476 

100.0 

55.8 

35.3 

8.8 

.1 

Laundry  operatives 

9,032 

100.0 

28.5 

15.8 

55.4 

^ 

Nurses  (not  trained) 

3,194 

100.0 

67.5 

26.3 

6.1 

.1 

Less  than   .1  of  1  per  cent. 
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TABLE  109 


PER  CENT  DISTRIBUTION  OF  SKILLED  WORKERS  AND 
FOREMEN  BY  NATIVITY,  RACE,  AND  SEX:   1930 


Occupation 


TOTAL 


Male 


Total 
Total  per 
Number  Cent 


Foreign 
Native  Born 
White  '/hit  e 


Manufactitring  and  Mechanical 
Industries 
Blacksmiths 
Boilermakers 
Brick  and  stone  masons  and  tile 

layers 
Cabinetmakers 
Carpenters 

Compositors,  linotypers,  type- 
setters, etc. 
Cranemen,  derrickmen,  hoistmen,  etc. 
Electricians 
Electrotypers,  stereotypers  and 

lithographers 
Engineers  (stationary) 
Engravers 

Iron  moulders,  founders  and  casters 
Jewelers,  watchmakers,  goldsmiths 

and  silversmiths 
Machinists 
Mechanics : 

Automobile  factories,  garages 
and  repair  shops 

All  other  industries 
Mill  wrights 
Painters,  glaziers,  varnishers 

(building) 
plasterers  and  cement  finishers 
Plumbers  and  gas  and  steam  fitters 
Pressmen  and  plate  printers 

(printing) 
Roofers  and  slaters 
Shoemakers  and  cobblers  (not 

in  factory) 
Structural  iron  workers  (building) 
Tailors 

Tinsmiths  and  sheet  metal  workers 
Toolmakers  and  diesetters  and  sinker 
Upholsterers 


Other 

Negro  Races 


245,447  100,0     53,7 

42.7 

3.4 

,  2 

240,995   100.0     53,6 

42.8 

3.4 

i.  2 

2,777 

100.0 

22.3 

74.7 

2.8 

1 

1,785 

100.0 

53.3 

43.9 

2.2 

.6 

8,543 

100.0 

44.8 

52.3 

2   7 

.2 

4,631 

100.0 

18.5 

80.8 

.6 

.1 

27,925 

100.0 

33.8 

63.6 

2.5 

.1 

12,729 

100. C 

78.3 

20.1 

1.3 

.3 

2,103 

100.0 

60.7 

36.1 

2.6 

.6 

12,987 

100.0 

78.5 

20.0 

1.3 

.2 

1,721 

100. 0 

78.8 

21.0 

.1 

.1 

9,962 

10C.0 

66.8 

31.1 

2.0 

.1 

1,999 

100.0 

78.4 

21.2 

.3 

.1 

2,845 

100.0 

16.7 

56.1 

(^D  »D 

1.7 

1,518 

100.0 

47.0 

52.0 

.7 

.3 

29,989 

100.  c 

51.1 

47.1 

1.5 

.3 

12,634 

100.0 

65.0 

21.4 

13.2 

.4 

12,010 

100.  c 

61,9 

34.9 

2.8 

.4 

1,564 

100.  C 

56.8 

42.3 

.7 

.2 

21,187 

100.  c 

48.1 

45.4 

6.3 

.2 

4,077 

100.0 

39.6 

49.4 

11.0 

* 

9,576 

10C.0 

70.5 

26.8 

2.6 

.1 

3,322 

1C0.0 

82.2 

17.1 

.5 

.2 

1,399 

100.0 

G7.0 

3It2 

1.7 

.1 

2,962 

100.0 

8.5 

86^5 

4.8 

.2 

2.,103 

100.0 

65.1 

34.5 

o 

.2 

12,668 

100.0 

9.1 

85.4 

5.2 

.3 

4,466 

100.0 

55.5 

43.7 

.7 

.1 

s  4,033 

100.0 

46.5 

53.4 

.1 

* 

2,767 

100.0 

51. C 

46.3 

2.6 

.1 
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TaBLE  109    (continued) 


Occupation 


Total  Foreign 

Total       Per       Native  Born  Other 

Number     Cent      7hite     'Thite       Negro  Races 


Male    (continued) 

Transportation  and   C -...'nmunicg  tion 
Conductors,    street   railroads 
Inspectors,   steam  railroad a 
Locomotive   engineers 
Locomotive  firemen 

Trade 
Floorwalkers  and  foremen   in   stores        1,597      100.0     70.7        27.6 

Public   Service 


6,549 

100.  0 

71.2 

28.8 

•  •   t 

... 

1,318 

100.0 

57.2 

41.1 

1.6 

.1 

2,752 

100. 0 

82 .2 

17.7 

.1 

* 

1,764 

1C0.C 

82.8 

14.4 

2.6 

.2 

Firemen,    fire  department 
Policemen 


Female 

Manufacturing;  and  Mechanical  In- 
dustries 
Compositors,  linotypers  and  type- 
setters 
Forewomen  and  overseers  (manu- 
facturing) 
Tailoresses 


2,674      100.0     86.8        12.2 
8,059     100.0      75.0        23.0 


4,452   100.0 61.4   35.0 


348   100.0   83.3   13.8 


1.7 


1.0 
2.0 


3.5 


'..9 


1,442 

100.0 

78.8 

16.4 

4.7 

.1 

2,071 

100.0 

39.3 

57.5 

3.1 

.1 

Trade 
Floorwalkers  and  (floor) 
forewomen  in  stores 


398  100. 0  81.9   16.6 


1.5 


Public  Service 
Marshalls,  sherriffs, 
detectives,  etc. 


193  100.0  87.1 


9.3 


3.6 


Less  than  .1  of  1  per  cent. 
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TABLE   110 


nativity,  ra 

CE,   AND  SEX:      19 

30 

Total 

Foruig; 

n 

Occupation 

Total 

Per 

Native 

horn 

Other 

Number 

Cent 

'.jhit  e 

'/hit  e 

Negro 

Races 

TOTAL 

401,686 

100.0 

84.2 

13.8 

1.8 

.2 

Male 

224.117 

100.0 

3o.6 

16.8 

2    3 

0 

Transportation  and   Communication 

Mail   carriers 

3,946 

10  CO 

72.7 

11.2 

16.0 

.1 

Telegraph   operators 

1,643 

100.0 

89.4 

10.4 

.1 

.1 

Trade 

advertising  agents 

3,618 

100.0 

90. 1 

9.4 

5 

• .  • 

Clerks  in   stores 

8,279 

100.  c 

68.2 

28.1 

2.4 

1.3 

Commercial  travelers 

6,442 

1C0.0 

32.5 

17.0 

.4 

.1 

Salesmen 

72,722 

100.0 

77.0 

21.8 

.9 

.  3 

Clerical   Occupations 

Accountants  and  auditors 

11,083 

100.0 

85.7 

14.0 

.3 

.. . 

Agents,    collectors   and   credit   men 

9,218 

100.0 

85.4 

13.4 

1.1 

.1 

Bookkeepers   and   cashiers 

11,518 

100.0 

84.2 

14.9 

.5 

.4 

Clerks    (except    clerks   in   stores) 

86,574 

100.0 

82.0 

14.1 

3.6 

.3 

Messengers,    errand  and   office   boy 

s      7,017 

100.0 

88.0 

6.4 

5.5 

.1 

Stenographers  and   typists 

1,85  7 

100.0 

89.6 

9.0 

.9 

.5 

Female 

177,569 

100. c 

do. 7 

10.0 

1.2 

.1 

Transportation  and   Communication 

Telegraph   operators 

1,333 

100 . 0 

92.3 

7.7 

•  •  • 

... 

Telephone   operators 

14,291 

100.0 

93.1 

6.7 

* 

Ticket   and   station  agents 

337 

100.0 

78.0 

2<c  .0 

... 

... 

Trade 

Advertising  agents 

408 

100.0 

96.1 

3.4 

.5 

... 

Clerks   in  stores 

6,384 

1CC.0 

77.9 

19.1 

2.8 

•  <- 

Decorators,  drapers  and  window 

dressers 

379 

100. 0 

83.1 

13.2 

3.7 

... 

Inspectors  and  gaugers  and   sample 

rs        447 

100.0 

80.3 

18.1 

1.4 

.2 

Saleswomen 

24,776 

100.0 

78.5 

19.2 

2*2 

.1 
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TABLE  11C   (Continued' 


Total  Foreign 
Occupation                                          Total          Per            Native     Born  Other 
Number        Cent /hite        '/hite   Nagrg  Races 

Female    (continued) 

Professional   Service 

Dental  assistants   and  attendants  513        100. 0       90. 1  7.2  2.7 

Physicians'    and    surgeons' 
attendants  413        100.0        77.2  9.9        12.9 

Technicians'    and   laboratory  assis- 
tants 260        100. 0        85.0        13.1  1.9 

Clerical   Occupations 

Accountants"  and  auditors  1,165  10C.0  92.0  7.9  .1 

Agents,  collectors  and  credit 

wornon  630  1C0.0  87.5  10.0  2.5 

Bookkeepers  and   cashiers  18,754  100.0  88.9  9.9  1.2            * 

Clerks    (except    clerks    in   stores)      52,607  100.0  90.7  S.l  1.2  * 
Messengers,    errand  and   office 

girls  5C6  10C.0  8:-.  2  8.5  6.1           .2 

Stenographers   and  typists  54,166  1CC.0  91.7  7.5  .8            * 


Less   than    .1   of  1  per   cent. 
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TABLE  111 


FER  CENT  DISTRIBUTION  OF  PROPRIETORS,  MANAGERS  AND  OFFICIALS 
(EXCEFT  FARMERS)  BY  NATIVITY,  RACE,  AND  3EX:   193C 


- 

-    —  —       

TctL>l 

Foreign 

Occupation 

Total 

Fer 

Nat  iv  e 

Born                  Other 

Number 

Cent 

White 

'/hits  Negro  Races 

TOTAL 


Male 


131,355 

1CC.0 

56.9 

40.4 

2.3 

.4 

123,330 

100.0 

56.6 

40.8 

2.1 

.5 

Manufacturing  and  Mechanical 
Industries 

Builders  and  building   contractors        4,718        1C0.0 
Foremen  and    overseers    (manu- 
facturing) 10,726        10C.C  66.9  31.7      1.3  .1 
Managers  and    officials    (manu- 
facturing)                                                       12,661     100.0 
Manufacturers                                                      8,277      100.0          48.3          49.9      1.7  .1 

Transportation  and   Communication 

Conductors,    steam  railroad  1,698      100. C  89.7  10. 1        .1  .1 

Foremen  and    overseers,   steam 
railroad  1,257      100.0 

Garage   owners  ,  managers  and 
officials  1,485      100.0 

Officials   and    superintendents, 
steam  railroad  1,393      100.0 

Owners   and  managers,   truck,   trans- 
fer and    cab   companies  1,354     1CC.C  66.0  25.8      8.1  .1 

Trade 
Bankers,  brokers   and   money   lenders        1,753      100.0  84.3  15.3        .4 

Commercial  brokers   and    commission 

aen 
Stock  brokers 

Brokers,    loan  and   not   specified  1,348     100.0  83.2  16.0        .7  .1 

Proprietors,   managers  and 

officials,   advertising  agents 
Retail  dealers 

/holesale  dealers,   importers  and 

exporters  3,835      1C0.0  57.9  40.9        .2        1.0 

Public   Service 
Officials   and    inspectors    (city 
and   county)  2,213     100.0  81.5  ^6.3     2.1  .1 


50.6 

45.5 

3.9 

66.9 

31.7 

1.3 

83.0 

16.8 

0 

48.3 

49.9 

1.7 

89.7 

10. 1 

.1 

57.2 

41.0 

1.0 

68.8 

27.6 

3.6 

89.7 

10.2 

.1 

66.0 

25.8 

8.1 

1,859 

100.0 

73.6 

26.4 

. . . 

4,425 

100.  C 

88.1 

11.2 

.7 

1,348 

100.0 

83.2 

16.0 

.7 

869 

100.0 

89.1 

10.8 

.1 

54,097 

1C0.0 

43.3 

53.8 

2.6 

3,835 

1C0.0 

57.9 

40.9 

2 

Officials  and    inspectors,   United 
States 


792      100.0  79.3  15.0      5.1  .6 
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TKBLE   111    (Continued) 


Total  Foreign 
Occupation                                    Total         Per              Native  Born  Other 
Number       Cent '/hite     White  Negro  Races 


Male    (Continued) 

Domestic  and   Fersonal   Service 

Hotel   keepers  and  managers  1,404        100. 0          61.0          35.5      3.1           .4 
Laundry   owners,  managers   and 

officials  1,178        100.0          38.^          44.9      1.5      15.4 
Restaurant,   cafe  and   lunchroom 

keepers  5,007       100. 0          33.0          60.0     4.0        3.0 

Undertakers  981        100.0          73.4          14.7   11.8           .1 


Female  8,025        1C0.0 6C.1  35.0     4.8 

Manufacturing   and   Mechanical 
Industries 
Managers  and    officials 

(manufacturing)  551       100.0  88.5  11.1        .4 

Manufacturers  361        100.0  57.5  41.4     1.1 

Transportation   and    Cc.'.imunication 
Proprietors,   managers   and   officials, 
telephone   and   telegraph  158        100.0  94,3  5.7        ... 

Trade 

Bankers  and  bank    officials  128        100.0          88.3        10. 1        1.6 

Retail  dealers  4,879        100.0          53.1        44.2        2.6 

Stock  brokers  144        100.0          90.3          9.C           .7 
Wholesale   dealers,    importers  and 
exporters 


125        10C.0  80. 8        19.2 


public    Service 
Officials    and    inspectors 
(city   and    county)  103        100. C  84.5        11.6        3.9 

Domestic  and  personal   Service 
Hotel   keepers  and   managers  451        100.0  80.9        16.4        2.7 

Restaurant,    cafe  and   lunchroom 
keepers  1,225        100.0  52.7       27.5      19.3 


Less  than    .1   of   1  per  cent, 
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TABLE   112 


PER  CENT   DISTRIBUTION  OF  PROFESSIONS  PERSONS 
BY  NATIVITY,   iikGEl,  AND  SEX;      1930 


Occupation 


Total 
Numb or 


per 
Cent 


Native 
White 


Foreign 

Born  Other 

'7h  i  te        Ne^ro     Races 


TOTaL 


Male 


104,784 10C.C        77.6 


18.2 


63,745      100. C        72.9        22.6 


Actors  and   showmen 

Architects 

Artists,   sculptors  and  teachers 

of  art 
Authors,    editors,    reporters 
Chemists,   assayers   and  metallurgists 
Clergymen 

College  presidents  and  professors 
Dentists 
Designers 
Draftsmen 

Lawyers,  judges,  justices 
Musicians  and  teachers  of  music 
Photographers 
Fhysicians  and  surgeons 
Teachers  (school) 
Technical  engineers; 

Civil  engineers  and  surveyors 

Electrical  engineers 

Mechanical    engineers 

Mining  engineers 
All  other  occupations 


Female 


41,039      100.0        85.0        11.4 


1,467 


actresses  and   show  vjoraen 
Artists,    sculptors  and  teachers 

of  art  1,353 

Authors,   editors  and   reporters  610 
Chemists,   assayers  and  metallurgists      11C 

College   presidents  and  professors  251 

Designers  528 

Lawyers,   judges  and   justices  170 

Librarians  911 


3.8 


4.0 


3.' 


.4 


2,308 

100. C 

67.6 

21.2 

9„3 

1.4 

1,057 

100. 0 

74.7 

24.4 

.7 

•  2 

3,614 

100.  C 

70.5 

27.7 

1.1 

.7 

1,759 

100.0 

79.9 

17.2 

2.4 

.5 

1,951 

100. c 

76.6 

19.0 

3.9 

.5 

2,651 

100.0 

45.8 

39.4 

14.6 

.2 

848 

10C.C 

83.4 

16.2 

.1 

.3 

3,149 

100.0 

73.2 

22.3 

4.2 

.3 

624 

100.0 

52.5 

47.1 

2 

.2 

5,105 

100.0 

77.4 

22.3 

.1 

.2 

6,406 

10C.0 

82.9 

14.4 

2.6 

.1 

4,807 

100. c 

58.9 

29.4 

10. 9 

.8 

1,663 

100.0 

67.8 

28.7 

1.9 

1.6 

5,630 

100.0 

70.6 

24.4 

4.7 

.3 

2,774 

100.0 

78.5 

18.8 

2.2 

.4 

3,250 

100.0 

83.5 

15.9 

.5 

.1 

3,041 

100.0 

84.7 

14.7 

.5 

.1 

3,034 

100.0 

7a.3 

21.4 

.1 

o 

363 

100.0 

ol.O 

18.4 

. . . 

.6 

9,711 

100.0 

69.7 

23.4 

5.7 

1.2 

100.0 

79.6 

9.9 

9.8 

.7 

100.0 

84.9 

12.4 

2.4 

.3 

100. C 

91.0 

8.0 

1.0 

... 

100.0 

82.7 

13.6 

3.7 

.« 

10C.C 

93.6 

5.2 

1.2 

.. 

100.0 

71.6 

23.7 

4.7 

.. 

100.0 

90.6 

6.5 

2.9 

.. 

10C.0 

90.0 

6.6 

3.4 

•• 
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rABLE  112  (Continued) 


Total         Foreign 
OCCUPATION  Total    Fer     Native  Porn         Other 
Number   Cent    7/hite  ",'hite   Negro  Races 


Female  (continued) 


Musicians  and  teachers 
Photographers 
Physicians  and  surgeons 
Religious  workers 
Social  and  welfare  workers 
Teachers  (athletics,  dc 
Teachers  (schools) 
Trained  nurses 
All  other  occupations 


of  music 

3,031 

100.0 

83.1 

9.9 

278 

1CC.C 

81.7 

14.7 

460 

100.0 

70.2 

25. 9 

7C4 

100.  C 

66.0 

26.7 

ers 

985 

10C.0 

82.3 

12.5 

ncing,  et 

c.)  394 

100.  C 

89.6 

9.1 

16,651 

100.0 

89.2 

8.4 

10,197 

100.0 

84.7 

12.9 

2,939 

100.0 

73.9 

18.8 

6.8 

.2 

3.6 

... 

3.7 

.2 

6.3 

1.0 

5.0 

.2 

1.3 

... 

2.4 

# 

2.3 

.1 

7.0 

.3 

Less  than  .1  of  1  per  cent. 
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APFS  !DIX 

TABLE      I 

iXCESS   CF  PERCENTAGES   OBT  lINED  BY  USING  PUBLISHED  CENSUS  DATA  OVER 
PERCENTAGES   OBTAINED  BY  USING   ORIGINAL  CENSUS   SCHEDULES 


Social-Economic  Class 


Total 


Native 
"/hite 


E oreign 

Born 

'.Thite 


.N.e.Kr.° 


Other 
Races 


Professional  persons 

Proprietors,  Managers  and 
Officials 

Clerks  and  Kindred  b'orkers 

Skilled  "/orkers  and  Foremen 

Semi-skilled  Workers 

Unskilled  Workers 
Farm  laborers 
Other  laborers 
Servant  classes 


.4 


.5 


.4 


.4 


.7 


.2 

.2 

.4 

-.1 

-.1 

a. 9 

-2.4 

-1.5 

-.9 

-.3 

■1.7 

-1.6 

-2.0 

-.9 

-.8 

■1.6 

-1.7 

-1.5 

-.6 

-1.2 

-.4 

-.3 

-.7 

-1.2 

-.3 

.0 

.0 

.0 

.0 

.0 

-.8 

-.4 

-1.2 

-1.5 

-1.8 

.3 

.2 

d 

•  3 

1.0 
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APPENDIX 

FIGURE  A 

PER  CENT  UNSKILLED  WORKERS 
189C-1930 

80rzr    "i 

70 

60 


Female 


k^ 


501 


40- 

30 


X 


1390        1900        1910        1920        1930 


1890        1900        1910        1920     1930 


FER  CENT  SEMI-SKILLED  WORKERS 
1690-1930 


1890        1900      1910        1920        1930 
NATIVE  WHITE 


T9C0" BT?       T9TT5       19 


-FOREIGN  BORN    /HITE 


NEGRO 


-252- 
AFPENDIX 

FIGURE  B 

PER  CENT  LABORERS 
1890-1930 
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PER  CENT  DOMESTIC  AND  PERSONAL  SERVANTS 
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FIGURE  C 

PER  CENT  SKILLED  WORKERS  AND  FOREMEN 
1890-1930 
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PER  CENT  CLERICAL  WQRKSRS 
1B9C-1930 
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APPENDIX 

FIGURE  D 

PER  CENT  PROPRIETORS,  MANAGERS  AND  OFFICIOS 
1890-1920 
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PER  CENT  PROFESSIONAL  PERSONS 
1890-193C 
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American  Medical  Directory ,  Ne g r 2 

physicians  listed  in,  1C4,  156n, 
167n,  213n 

Barbers,    colored,   44;   foreign-born, 

44 
Black's  Blue  Book,   Negro  business 
and  professional  men   listed   ir., 
209 

Census  records,    explanation   of,    9 
Clerical  workers,   51,    69,    96-99, 
153-154,    202,   2C6 
in  189C,    51,    96; 
change  in  Negro  presentation 

among,    69; 
in  1900,    96-99; 
in  1910,   153-154; 
in  1920,    202,    206 
per    cent  distribution  of,    in  189C, 

51; 
in  19CC,    per    cent    distribution    ::, 

96,    99; 
in   1910,   per    cent   distribution    of 

Negro,    15  3-154; 
1920,   per    cent    distribution   of 

Negro,    2C2,    206,    219; 
1920-1930,    per   cent    distribution 

of  Negro,    .  2: 

Dennis  on,  Franklin  A, ,  first  Negro  to 
be  recognized  in  city  lav;  depart- 
ment, 21 

Edwards,  Alba,  Social-economic  group- 
ing $  25-26 

Foremen  in  1900,  per  cent  distribu- 
tion of,  90,  91,  96 

Frazier,  E.  Franklin,  on  status  of 
Negro  workers  in  Chicago,  1890,  41 


Gainful  workers,  41,  44,  45,  46, 

barbers,  per  cent  of,  44; 
comparis  n   i  Negro  and  white, 

7-19; 
decrease  in,  1~,  59; 

distribution  of,  by  social- 

economic  classes,  112,  121; 
effect  of  Negro  migration  on 

perc-::.  ag   of,  9 ,  19 ; 
189C-193C,  7-19; 
female,  45,  52; 
female,  Negro,  6,  10-12; 
growing  percentage  of  potential, 
"    7,  59; 

increase  in  19CC  of,  59; 
male,  9; 
native  white,  27,  31-33,  44,  46, 

51; 
Negro  females  as  compared.,  with 

total,  10-11; 
1910  per  cent  of  Negro,  111, 

174-176; 
per  cent  distribution  of,  3-6; 
per  cent  of  female,  14,  15,  18, 

39,  59,  111; 
percentage  of  Negro  male,  9,  39, 

59; 
percentage  of  semi-skilled,  44; 
servant  class  in  1890,  41; 
total  percentage  of  Negro,  7-10 
See  also  Clerical  workers;  Uanager; 
Proprietors;  Semi-skilled  workers; 
Ser'var.-  classes;  Skilled  workers; 
Unskilled  laborers 

Oosneli,  Harold  F.,  on  early  gov- 
ernmental positions  of  ::egro,  21 

Government  officials,  Negro,  see 
table  35 

Lawyers,  Negro,  21,  52,  1C4;  de- 
crease ir.,  •  - 
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Managers, 

1900,  per  cent  distribution  of, 

99; 
1910,  per  cent  distribution  of, 

154,  159,  15C,  161,  166; 
1920,  per  cent  distribution  of, 

2C6,  2C9; 
193C,  number  of,  226 
L'edill,  Joseph  (Mayor),  21 
Migrants,  level  of  entering  economic 

structure,  17-18 
Migration,  Negro,  9,  17,  19,  174 

Native  whites,  dominate  professional 

working  group,  107,  172 
Negro  business,  early,  20,  55 
Negro  churches,  first,  2C 
Negro  population,  per  cent,  over  ten 

years  of  age,  gainfully  employed, 

11 
Negro  settlers,  early,  occupations 

of,  2C-23 
Negro  women,  in  industry,  1C,  45, 

servant  classes,  40,  45,  065 

in  business,  5  5 ; 

increase  of,  14; 

per  cent  increase  of,  15,  18,  39-40; 

supplement  husband's  earnings,  111 

See  also  Gainful  Workers 
Negro  workers,  social  classes  of, 

24-26J 

shifts  in  distribution  and  classi- 
fication of,  69,  59n| 

See  also  Gainful  Workers 

Occupational  structure,  American, 

3-6; 

effects    of  Negro  migration    in,    5,    19; 

191C-1930,    position   of  Negro    vcrker 
in,    3-6 
Occupational  study,   purpose    of,    1, 

sources   of  material,    1-2. 5 

occupations  before  189C,    20-23; 

decrease   in,    219; 

diversification   in,   15; 

increase   in,    1930,    217 3 

in  1890,   24-58; 

in  19C0,  59-1095 

in  1910,  110-173; 

in  1920,  174-216; 


Occupational  study,  (cont.) 
in  192C,  217-2285 
Negro  migrants  in  domestic, 

217; 
percentage  of  Negroes  in,  217 
Officials,  Negro,  104| 

19CC,  per  cent  distribution  of, 

154,  159,  160,  161,  166; 
in  1920 ,  per  cent  distribution 
of,  2C5,  2C9 

Physicians,  decrease  in,  227; 

Negro  female,  167n; 

Negro  male ,  20  5 

See  also  Professional  persons 
Population,  Negro 

growth  of,  174,  218; 

1843,  20; 

1890,  7 j 

19C0,  107; 

1925,  174; 

1930,  11-12,  19 
Population,  total,  11 
Professional  persons,  17,  52; 

1890,  52,  1045 

19CG,  per  cent  distribution  of, 
104,  107; 


19! 


per  cent  distribution  of, 


166,  157,  172; 
1920,  per  cent  distribution  of, 

209,  213,  216| 
1930,  increase  in  (cle/gymen 

and  actors),  226-227; 
proportion  of,  by  nativity,  52; 
See  also  Officials 
Professional  working  class, 
Negro,  rise  of,  18; 
growth  of,  10  7; 
per  cent  of,  107 
proprietors,  early  Negro, 
1890,  52,  55-56,  99; 
19C0,  per  cent  distribution  of, 

99-104; 
1910,  per  cent  distribution  of, 

154,  159,  160,  161,  166; 
1920,  per  cent  distribution  of, 

2C6,  209; 
1930,  per  cent  distribution  of, 

226-227 


-259- 


1 


School  teachers,   first  Negro,    21 
Serai-skilled  workers,    increase   in, 
(1910-1930),   5  5 
1890,   42-45  5 
1900,   per   cent   distribution  of 

81,    90 1 
1910,   per   cent  distribution   of, 

127,   134,    135,    144} 
1920,   per    cent  distribution   of, 

192,    195-1965 
1920-1930,   per   cent  distribution 

of  Negroes,    222-224$ 
increase   of  native  white,   224 5 
decrease   of   foreign-born,   224 5 
Negro  women  as,    45, 
services  rendered  by,   42-45 
Servant    classes,    female,   45,   5 6 1 
Male,    75 1 

Negro,  34,  39,  41,  42,  69 5 
1900,  decrease  in,  73,  75 5 
1910,   per    cent    distribution   of, 

122,    126 j 
1920,   per   cent   distribution   of, 

178,    179  § 
1930,    increase    of   Negroes    in, 

220| 
per   cent    of  Negroes    in,    73,    75 
Skilled  V/orkers,   Negro 
in  the   South,   46,    91 f 
1890,  per    cent  distribution   of, 

46,   51, 
1900,    per    cent    distribution   of, 

90,    91,    96| 
1910,   per    cent    distribution   of, 

144,    145,    15  2,    15  3  5 
1920,   per   cent    distribution    of, 

196,    201,    282  5 
1920-1930,   per   cent   distribu- 
tion  of  Negro,   224-225 
Social-economic    classes, 

percentage  distribution   of, 

30-39j 
changes   in,    219 5 
1900,   per   cent   distribution   of, 

61,    69,    II25 
1910,    per    cent    distribution   of, 

112-122,   176-1785 
192C,   per   cent    distribution  of, 

176-178 


Social-economic  grouping  of  gain- 
ful workers   in  Chicago,    1890, 
25-99 
Status,   Negro  working   class,   41 
Strike  breakers,    Negroes   used  as, 
765 
Foles  as,    76 

Unions,   labor,   entrance   of  Negro 

workers    into,    75 
Unskilled  workers,  decrease   of 

Negroes  as,    219,   221j 

foreign-born  and  native  white, 

OOO  o 

<"<•<>  1 

1890,   425 

Negro  female,    565 

1900,    per   cent    distribution   of, 

75,    76,    73,    8I5 
1910,   per   cent    distribution  of, 

126-127  5 
1920,   per   cent   distribution  of, 

189,    191-192J 
per   cent    of  gainful  workers,   425 
per  cent    of  Negroes   as,   219 

V/omen  workers,   1890,   per   cent   dis- 
tribution  of,    172-173, 
see  also  Gainful  Workers 

fright,    Richard,    52,   55 
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